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INTRODUCTION. 



^ The subsequent little Work owes its rise 

"I* and progress to very trifling circumstances. 

^ In the early part of my life, having read 

^ many books in favour of Ghosts and Spectral 

Appearauces, the recollection remained so 
strong in my mind, thut, for years after, the 
dread of phantoms bore irresistible sway. 
This dread continued till alK)ut my twenty- 
third year, when the following simple affair 
fully convinced me, how necessary it was 
thoroughly to investigate every thing that 
tended to supernatural agency, lest idle fear 
should gain a total ascendancy over tfiy 
, mind* 

About this period, I had apartments in a 
large old-fashioned country mansion. From 
my bed-chamber was a secret door leading to 
a private staircase, which communicated with 
some of the lower rooms. This door was 
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fastened both within and without; conse- 
quently all fear of intrusion from that quarter 
was entirely removed. However, at times, 
I could . not help ruminating ^on the mal- 
practice:^ that might have been committed 
by evil-disposed persons, through this com- 
munication; and " busy meddling fancy" 
was fertile in conjuring up imaginary horrors. 
Every thing, however, was quiet, and agree- 
able to my wishes, for some months after my 
arrival. One moonlight night, in the month 
of June, I retired to ray bed, full of thought, 
and slept soundly till about one o*clock, when 
I awoke, and discovered, by the help of the 
moon which shone full in my room, a tall 
figure in white, with arms extended, at the 
foot of my bed. Fear and astonishment over- 
powered me for a few seconds ; I gazed on 
it with terror, and was afraid to move. At 
length I had courage to take a second peep 
at this disturber of my rest, and still conti- 
nued much alarmed, and irresolute how to 
act. I hesitated whether to speak to the 
figure, or alarm the family. The first idea 
I considered as a dangerous act of heroism, 
the latter, as a risk of being laughed at, 

should 



INTRODUCTION. V 

should the subject of ray dtory not prove su- 
pernaturalr Therefore, after taking a third 
TieW of the phantom, I mustered up all my 
resolution, jumped out of bed, and boldly 
Went up to the figure, grasped it round and 
round, and found it incorporeal. I theii 
looked at it again, and felt it again ; M^hen, 
reader, judge of my astonishment — this 
ghostly spectre proved to be nothing more 
than a large new flannel dressing-gown which 
had been sent me home in the course>.of the 
day^ and which had been hung on some pegs 
tgainst the wainscot at the foot of my bed. 
One arm accidentally crossed two or three 
of the adjoining pegs, and the other was 
nearly parallel by coming in contact with 
dome article of furniture which stood near,. 
Now the mystery was developed— this dread- 
ful hobgoblin, which a few minutes before I 
began to think was an aerial being, or sprite, 
^nd must have gained admission either 
through the key*hoIe, or under the door, 
tirrned out to be my own garment. I smiled 
at my groundless fears, was pleased with my 
resolution, returned light-hearted to my bed, 
at^ moralized nearly the whole of the night 

▲ S on 



▼I INTROBUCXIOK. 
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on the simplicity of a great part of mamkifid 
in being so credulous as to believe every idle 
tale, or conceive every noise to be a spectre, 
vf^ithout first duly examining into causes* 

This very trifling accident vi^as of great ser« 
vice to me as I travelled onward through life* 
Similar circumstances transpired. Screams, 
and shades, I encountered; which always, 
upon due investigation^ ended in ** trifles 
light as air.*' 

Nor did the good end here. My story 
circulated, and put other young men upon the 
alert, to guard against like impositions. They 
likewise imparted to me their ghostly enr 
counters,, and those I thought deserving pf 
record I always committed to writing; and, 
as many of them are well authenticated factn, 
and both instructive and amusing, they form 
a part of the volume now presented to the 
Public. 

The other stories are selected from history^ 
and respectable publications ; forming in the 
whole, I hope, an antidote against a too cre> 
dulous belief in every village tale, or old gos* 
sip^s story. 
Though I candidly acknowledge to have 
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received great pleasure in formioff'the CoU 
lection, I would by no meaiis wish it to be 
imagined, that I am sceptical in my opinions^ 
or entirely disbelieve and set my face against 
all apparttional record. No ^ I do believe^ 
that for cettain purposes, and on certain and 
alUwise occasions, such things are, and have 
free^ permitted by the Almighty; but by no 
means do I believe they are auffered to ap^t^ 
pear half so frequently as our modern ghost- 
monger^ manufacture thero« Among the va* 
rioua idle tales in circulation, nothing is more 
common than the prevalent opinion concern* 
ing what is generally called z. death-watch^ 
and wbidi is vulgarly believed to foretel the 
death of some one in the family. '* This is,*' 
observes a writer in the Philosophical Trans- 
actions, ** a ridiculous fancy crept into vulgar 
heads, and employed to terrify and affright 
weak people as a monitor of approaching 
death/' Therefore, to prevent such cause- 
less fears, I shall take this opportunity to un- 
deceive the world, by shewing what it is, and 
that no such thing is intended by it. It has 
obtained the name of death-watch,' by mak- 
ing a little clinking noise like a watch ; which 

having 



having giren iome disturbance to a gentle^ 
man in his chamber/ who was not to b^ 
affrighted with such vulgaT errors^ it tempted 
him to a diligent search after the true cause 
of this noise, which I shall relate in his own 
words. 

'* I have been, some time since, accompa- 
Died with this little noise« One evening, I 
sat down by a table from whence tbe noise 
proceeded, and laid my watch upon the sdme^ 
and perceived, to my admiration, that the 
sound made by this invisible automaton was 
louder than that of the artificial machine. Its^ 
vibrations would fall as regular, but much 
quicker. Upon a strict examination, it waa 
found to be nothing but a little beetle, or spi* 
der, in the wood of a box." Sometimes they 
are found in the plastering of a wall, and at 
other times in a rotten post, or in some old 
chesty or trunk ; and the noise is nmdte by 
beating its head on tbe subject that it finda 
£t for sound. '* The little animal that I 
found," says the gentleman, *' was about two- 
lines and a half lottg, calling a line tbe eighth 
part of an inch. The colour was a dark 
bfown^ with spots somewhat lighter, a»d 
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irregularly placed, wbich could not easily be 
rubbed off.'* It was sent to the publisher of 
the Philosophical Transactions ot the Royal 
Society. 

Some people, influenced, by comnaoB re- 
ports, have fancied this little animal a spirit 
sent to admonish them of their deaths ; and» 
to uphold the fancy, tell you«of other strange 
monitors altogether as ridiculous. Though, 
as I before observed, I do not deny but the 
Almighty may employ unusual methods. to 
warn us at times of our approaching ends, yet 
in general, such common and unaccountable 
conversation is mere nonsense, originating 
from want of a proper investigation, and kept 
alive by an infatuated delight in telling 
strange stories, rendered more ridiculous by 
recapitulation* How charmingly does our 
poet Thomson touch upon this subject<«i- 

** Meantime the Tillage routes up tlie fire; 
While, well attested, and as well believ^dy 
Heard soiemo, goes the goblin story round; 
Till superstitious horror creeps o*er all.*' 

How cautious then ought parents and guar^ 
dians to be over their children, and young 
people committed to their charge. " For," 
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aayd an etegant writer, " tbe fiuperstitiow 
impressiona made upon their minds, by the 
^les of weak and ignorant people in their 
infancy; a time when the tender mind is 
most apt to receiye the impressions of error 
and vice, as well as those of truth and virtue, 
end, haying once receiired either the one or 
the other, is likely i:o retain them as long as 
It subsists in the body. All these deplorable 
follies proceed from wrong and unworthy ap« 
prehensions of God's providence, in his care 
of man, and government of the world. Surely 
BO reasonable creature can ever imagine, that 
the all-wise God should inspire owls and 
ravens to hoot out the elegies of dying men; 
that he should have ordained a fatality in 
numbers, inflict punishment without an of- 
fence; and that being one amongst the fatal 
numt>er at a table, should be a crime (though 
contrary to no command) not to be expiated 
but by death I Thus folly, like gunpowder,^ 
runs in a train from one generation to ano- 
ther, preserved and conveyed by the perpetual 
tradition of tattling gossips. 

Z now conclude this Introduction; and, in 
the following pages, shall present my readers 

with 
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ivith some admirable Essays on the subject by 
eminent writers: and a Collection of Stories 
will follow, which, I trust, will not only en* 
tertain,,but likewise convince the thinking 
part of mankind of the absurdity in believing 
every silly tale without first tracing the pro* 
iDulgation to its original source; for 

** Whatever warmt the heaf t, or (ills the head, 
As the mind opens, and its fanctio.ns spread, 
Imagination plies her dangerous art, 
And pours it all upon the peccant part/' 
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X HERE is no folly more predotniiiaiit, in tfie 
country at least, than a ridiculous and superstitious 
fear of ghosts and apparitions. Servants, nurses, 
old women, and others of the same standard of 
wisdom, to pass away the tediousness of a winter** 
erening, please and terrify themselves, and the 
children who compose their audience, with strange 
relations of these things, till they are even afraid of 
i^moving their eyes from one another, for fear of 
seeing a pah spectre entering the room. Fright- 
ful ideas raised in the minds of children take 
so strong a possession of the faculties, that they 
often remain for ever fixed, and all the arguments 
of reason are unable to remove them. Hence it 
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is, that so many grown-up people still keep the ri- 
diculous fears of their infancy. I know a lady, of 
very good sense in other things, who, if she is left 
by herself after ten o'clock at night, will faint 
away at the terror of thinking some horrid spec- 
tre, with eyes sunk, meagre countenance, and 
threatening aspect, is standing at her elbow. 
And an officer in the Guards, of ray acquaint- 
ance, who has often, abroad, shewn no concern 
in marching up to the mouth of a cannon, iias not 
courage enough to be in the dark without com- 
pany. As I take the fear of ghosts, like all other 
prejudices, to be imbibed in our infancy, I would 
recommend this advice to parents — to use the 
utmost care, that the minds of their children are 
not vitiated by their servants' tales of ghosts, hob- 
goblins, and bugbears; which, though told to 
please, or frighten them into good, seldom fail of 
producing the very worst effects. 

There are some who are ghost-mad, and terrify 
themselves, because the Scripture has mentioned 
the appearance of ghosts. I shall not dispute^ 
but, by the power of God, an incorporeal being 
may be visible to human eyes; but then, an all- 
wise Power would not have recourse to a preter* 
natural effect but on some important occasion. 
Therefore, my intention is only to laugh a ridi- 
culous fear out of the world, by shewing on what 
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absurd and improbable foiindatioQS the comiBoa 
natare of gbosts and apparitions are built. 

In the couQtry> there are generally allowed to 
be two sorts of ghosts ; — the vulgar ghost, and the 
gliQ^st of dignity. The latter is always the spirit 
of some Lord of the Manor, or Justice of the 
Peace, wbo^ still desirous to see how affairs go 
on in his parish, rattles through it in a coach and 
six, much about midnight. This ghost is, in 
every respect, the very same man that the person 
whom he represents was in his life-time. Nay, 
the spirit, though incorporeal, has on its body all 
the uun4s which the Squire had on his ; the scar 
on the cheek, the dimple on the chin, and twenty 
other demonstrative signs, which are visible to 
any old woman in the parish, that can see clearly 
in a dark night I 

' The ghost keeps up. to the character of a good 
old grave gentleman, who is heartily sorry to think' 
his son will not live upon his estate, but ram- 
bles up to London, and runs it out, perhaps, in 
extravagance. He therefore does' nothing incon- 
sistent with the gravity of his character; but, still 
retainiiig the generous heart of a true Briton, 
keeps up his equipage, and loves good livkig and 
hospitality: for, a& little time after the coach and' 
six has, with a solemn* ramble, passed through 
l*ie village into his own court^yard, there i& a 
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gr«at ttoise lieanl id the house, of servants rua- 
ning up and dowo stairs, the jacks gaiuf» and a 
^at eiatteriug of plates and dishes. Thus he 
^^uds ao hour of two. every midiiight, in liviw^ 
well, altter be has been some years dead; but is. 
t^omplaisant enough to leave every thing, at his de- 
parture, in the saaie position that he found thent* 

There is scarcely a little town in all England, 
iMit has an old female spirit appertainiog to it, 
who, in her high*crown hat, nicely clean linen, and 
led petticoat, has been viewed by half the parish. 
This article of dress is of mighty coacem among 
some ghosts; wherelbre a skilful and learned ap- 
parition writer, in the Preface to Drelonconrt on 
Death, makes a very pious ghost talk to a lady 
i!ipon the important subject of scouriug a mantna* 
Before I leave my ghost of dignity, I must lake 
notice of some who delight to seem as formi- 
dable as possible, and who are not content with 
appearing without heads themselves, but . their 
coachmen and horses must be without their's too, 
and the coach itself frequently all on fire. These 
spirits, I know not for what reason, are univer-i 
sally allowed to have been people of first equality, 
and courtiers. 

As for the vulgar ghost, < it seldoin appears in 
its own bbdilv likeness, unless it be with a throat 
cut from ear to ear, or a yinding-sbeitf; ; but 

humbly 
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humbly contents itself with the hody of a wlrite 
hotse, that gallops over the meadows without 
legs, and grazes without a head. On other ocr 
casions, it takes the appearance of a black -shock 
dog, which, with great goggle, glaring eyes, stares 
yott full in the face, but never hurts you more 
than «iimannerly pushing you from the wali^ 
Sometirties a friendly ghost surprises you with 
H hand as coW as clay ; at other times, that same 
ghostly hand gives three solemn raps, with several 
particnlarities, according to the different disposi- 
tions of the ghost. 

The chief reason which calls them back agaiit 
to visit the world by night, is their fondness for 
9<me old broad pieces, or a pot of money, they 
bttHed in their life-tinle ; and they cannot rest to 
hive it lie usel^s, therefore the gold niises them 
befbte tfa« resarrectiota. . 

Mt. Addison's charming Essay, in the Sptet(h 
tor, is so applicable and prefatory lo a work of 
this nature, that we cannot resist inserting that 
inimitable production in his own words. 

** Going to dine," says he, " with an old ac- 
quaihtiince, I had the misfortune to find his whole 
family very much dejected. Upon asking him the 
occssion of it, he told me that his wife had dreamt 
a strang<B dream the night before, which they 
l^ejre afraid portended some msfbrtune to them- 
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selves or to their children. At her coming inta 
the room, I observed a settled melancholy in her 
countenance, which I should have been troubled 
for, had I not heard from whence it proceeded*. 
We were no sooner sat down, but, after having 
looked upon me a little while, ' My dear,' says 
she, turning to her husband, ' you may now see 
the stranger that was in the candle last night/ 
Soon after this, ais they began to talk of family 
affairs, a little boy at the lower end of the table 
told her, that he was to go into join-hand on 
Thursday. • Tlmrsday!' says she; ' no, child; 
if it please God, you shall not begin upon Chil- 
dermas-day : tell your writing-master, that Friday 
will be soon enough/ I was reflecting with my- 
self on the oddness of her fancy, and wondering 
that any body would establish it as a rule to 
lose a day in every week. . In the midst of these 
my musings, she desired me to reacb her a 
little salt upon the point of my knife, which I 
did in such a trepidation and hurry of obedience, 
that I let it drop by the way ; at which she imme- 
mediately startled, and said it fell towards her. 
Upon this I looked very blank; and, observing 
the concern of the whole table, begaft to con- 
sider myself, with some confusion, as a person 
that had brought a disaster upon the family. 
The lady, however, recovering herself after » 
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little sp&ce^ said to her husband, with a sigh, ' My 
dear, misfortunes never come single.' My friend, 
I found, acted but an under part at his table ; and 
being a man of more good-nature than under- 
standing, thinks himself obliged to fall in with 
all the passions and humours of his yoke-fellow. 
' Do not you remember, child,' says she, * that tlie 
pigeon-house fell the very afternoon that our care- 
less wench spilt the salt upon the table ?' * Yes,^ 
says he, ' my dear ; and the next post brought us 
an account of the battle of Almanza/ The reader 
may guess at the figure I made, after having done 
all this mischief, I dispatched my dinner as soon 
. as I could, with my usual taciturnity ; when, to my 
utter confusion, the lady seeing me quitting my 
knife and fork, and laying them across one an- 
other upon Uie plate, desired me that I would 
humour her so far as to take them out of that 
figure, and place them side by side. What the 
absurdity was which I had comofitted, I did not 
know, but I suppose there was some traditionary 
superstition in it; and therefore, in obedience to 
the lady of the house, I disposed of my knife and 
fork in two parallel lines, which is the figure I 
shall always lay them in' for the future, though I 
do not know any reason for it. 
< '< It is not difficult for a man to see that a per- 
son has conceived an aversion to him^ For my 
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own part, I quickly fouod, by the lady's lodk^ 
that sbe regarded me as a very odd kind of fellow, 
with an unfortunate aspect. For which rei^on I 
took my leave immediately after dinner, and with- 
drew to my own lodgings. Upon my return 
home, I fell into a profound contett^latidn on the 
evils that attend these superstitiottS fbllies of man- 
kind ; how tbey subject as to imaginary afflictions 
and additional sorrows, that do not properly come 
within our lot. As if the n&tnnil cftl^mf^es of 
Kfe were not sufficient for it, we turn the most ift- 
difierent circumstances into ttiisfoi'tun^s, and suffer 
as much from trifling accidents as from i^al evils. 
I have known the shooting of a st^r spoil a iligh^s 
rest; and have seen a man in love grow pale, and 
lose his appetite, upon the plucking of a merry- 
thouglit. A screech-owl at midnight has alarmed 
a femily more than a band 6f robbers ; nay, the 
voice of a cricket hath litruck tnore terror than 
the roaring of a lion. Tli^r^ is nothing so incon- 
siderable, which may not appear dreadful to an 
imagination that is filled with omens and prognos- 
tics. A rusty nail, or a crooked pin, shoot np 
into prodigies. 

*' I remember, I was once in a mixed assembly, 
that was full of noiste and mirth, wh^n on a stidden 
an old woman unlnekily observed there were Air- 
teen of ua in company. This remark struck a 

panic 
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pmae terror into sdyerai wiio mere pretettt, itisiK 
mneh that oae or two of the ladm were goiog to 
left? e the room ; but a frieod i>f nine, takitig oo^ 
lice that . one of bur female cotofNmions was big 
i^ith child; affirmed there were foUtte^a in the 
room; Und that» instead of ptirtendiog ode of the 
edmpafty should die^ it plainly foitetold one of 
them should be born* Had not my frieiid found 
ont this expedieat to br^i^ the omen, I question 
not but half the wotnen in the company WonM 
have fskUen siick that very* nights 

'^ An old maid» that fs troubled vvith the vapours^ 
pfodoces'infinite disturbances of this kind among 
her friends and neighbours. I once knew a 
tmuden aont, of a great family* wha is olie of 
these antiqnated sybilsy that fortbodes Imd pror 
phesies from one end of tke year to the othen 
She is always seeing apptritianst and hearing 
deatl^watches i and was the other day almost 
fi^ightied out of her wits . by the great kouse-dgg^ 
timt lipwCed in the stable at a titne when ahe lay 
ill jot the toMMmh. Such an eatravagant east ai 
fliind engages miildtudes «of people not only la 
kqpcMnent teiirora; blit in iupemiimerai^ jdnties 
irfjtfe'; and anscisfiHte that fear «mA ignorance 
ashieh are ntttmril lo the soul of man. The htnr- 
ta^witbimhiah tW entnrlaMl the Aanghta bf dcA^ 
«h imleed K>f/ «ny lutnretitvib. and *ihe. *tii$Ctrtmiltf 
il'.i'.''^ b5 of 
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of its approach, fill a melancholy mind with ibmi^ 
fiierable apprehensions and smspieions, and come-tt 
^uently dispose it to tlie obiservation of such 
groundless prodigies and predictions. For^ as it 
is the chief concern of wise men to retrench 
the evils of Mfe by the reasonings of philosophy; 
it is the employment of fools to multiply them by 
the sentiments of superstition* 

** For my own part, I sfaouTd be very mUdr 
troubled, were I endowed with this divhiing qtta^' 
lity, though it should inform me truly o£ every 
thing that can heM me. I would not ^atrcipate 
the relish- of any happiness, nor feel the weight 
of any misery, before it actually arnves", 

^* I know but one^ way cff fortifying my son! 
against these gloomy pfteisages and terrors of miad'^ 
and that is, by securing to myself the friendship 
and prolecfiott of that Being who disposes of 
events, .and governs futHfity^^ He see^ at one 
view the whole thread' of my eicisttence; not only 
that part of it whieh- 1 have already pisissed 
through, but 'that which runs forward itito «di this 
depths of eternity. When I lay me down to 
sleep, J recommend ory^lf to his cave; witc^I 
awake, I give myself iip<to his direction. AxdidBt 
-all the «vils that threaten me, I' will look «p to 
kirn for heip» mA q«iestbik nM' but he will either 
avert them, or Inni -them -io my advatitega 

Though 
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iTliougb I know neitiier the time nor the mwuieff 
ef the death I ai» to die» I am not at all solicitous 
about it; because I am- sure that he knows them 
both, and that he will not fail to comfort aod sup- 
port me under them." 

In another paper, Ihe same gentleman thus ex*- 
presses himself on tlie same subject : — 

'* I remember, last winter, there were several young 
firlflf of the neighbourhood sitting about the (ire with 
my landlady's daughters,and telling stories of spirits 
and apparitions. Upon my opening the door, the 
young women broke off their discourse ; but my 
landlady's dallghters telling them it was nobody 
.but the gentleman (for that is the name which I go 
by in the neighbourhood as well as in the ^mily), 
they went ou without minding me. I seated- my- 
s^f by the oandle that stood on a table at one 
end of the room : and, pretending to read a book 
that I took out of my pocket, heard several dread- 
ful stones of ghosts as pale as ashes, that stood at 
the feet of a bed, or walked over a- church-yard 
by moonlight; and of otliers that jb&d been con- 
jured into the. Red Seaj for disturbing people's 
rest» and drawing their curtains at midnight; with 
many other old women's fables of the like nature. 
As one spirit raised another, I observed that at 
Ibe end of every story the whole company closed 
ftheir n^oks, and crowded about the fire. I took 

B & notice- 
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iiotliee in plulieular df a little hcfy, tvbo v^ad »« at- 
tentive to evefry story, that I am mii$tak«n if hd 
'T'entures to go to bed by hiinsell' tbi& t\^^fe» 
iiioiifb. Indeed, they talked so long, that tlie 
imaginations of the whole assli&bly ivet^ iMb^ 
nifestly craaed, and, t aiu sure, will be tb^ worse 
for it as long as they li^e. 1 heard one of tbi 
firls, fbtt bad looked n{)on tne over her sboalder, 
tiding the company how long I bad been Id thit 
room^ and whether I did not look paler than I 
used to do* This put mre under some apprebeir- 
alotts that I should be foreed to explain ntyself, U 
i did aiot retire ; for which reason I took the caiN 
die in my hand, and went up into my cbaniber, 
not witbont wondering at this unaccountable Weak- 
ness in reaspnalile creatures, that they should lovti 
to aatonisfa and terrify one another. Were la 
Ikfber^ I should take particular care to present 
Itty ejilldr^ from those littie horrors of imagimi« 
tioo, which they are apt to contract i^ben tbey 
are young, and are not able to shake off when they 
lire kk years, t baVe known a sektier tiM baa 
entered a breacb, affriglited at his oWb shadf^W^ 
ttnd look paie upon a little scratcbing at bis dd6^« 
• who the day before had march^ up against -a 
battery of ednnon. Inhere are instaitdi^s 6f per- 
BOds who have been terrified, even to dlstractldn^ 
•t the figure of a tree, oir the libakfng of a bul- 
rush # 



fQ9ii« The truth of it is, I look apM t ik>imA 
ima^inetimi t9 tHnt gitaleiC bhenslng of tifb, tUteiA 
« a dbtr judgfti«ttt aad a good eotis<!iefra«. In 
4life nwtm time, littoa there at« v«ry few whcnft 
Aftid« ar^ fiot tnore or lets dtibjeet to these dr^kA* 
M thooghm and a)^preh«iistolis/w6 Ofi^ to artb 
ourselves agaitiit ^«i|i by the dictates of itsasoli 
and religion ; to ' pull the old woman out of our 
heitftsi' (ffts Persitts expresses it); and c^tiDgHish 
those imi^H hieitt n<niotts whic^h #e imbibed at a 
time that we were not able to judge of theic ab- 
surdity. Or, if we believe, as maiiy wise sand 
good men hiv« done^ that there are tueh (^an- 
toms and apparitions as those Itiave been speak- 
ing of, let us endeavour to establish to ourselves 
an intarest .in Him ivho holds the reins of the 
whole cr^ltHra Ififhts baud, and moderates them 
i^er spch a manner, fbdt it is impossible for one 
being to break loose upon another without his 
knowledge or ^^jyeAnksion. 

** T6t aiyown pait, I ftta apt^o Jofn in apialeii 
wMi those who beHe^e that aH the iieigions of 
«ta(dte swafmn^fh spttita; aiM thttt we have mul- 
'ttbtie^^f spedtatoilsr on lill ottrtct)6ifs^ W^n We 
lliflik oWselvea most afdMe; -Biitv l^tefadf df tet- 
rifyhkg myself with Attdh li holk^ij,' i amwidMl^- 
iMy planned to 4MfiAt thM I «tf ^afj^ t^aged 
WiA audi Uli innitdMMljJte 4o«te^> « i»eilrcfa&% 

out 
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0at the wonders of the creation* and joining in 
4he same concert of praise and adoration. 

*' Milton lias fkiely delscribod tfai» mixed cobp- 
munion of men and spirits in Paradise ; mid haii^ 
doubtless, his eye upon a verse in old Hesiodv 
which is almostr word lor wo^'d, the same with kis 
third line in the following passage :•— ' 

* — ~Nor think, thodjj^b men were none, 
That lieav*n would want Bpectaton, God want praise:- 
Millions of spiritual creatures walk the earth 
Unseen,^ both when we wake and when we sleep; 
All these with ceaseless praise his works behold, 
Both da> and night. How often from the steep 
Of echoing hill or thicket have we heard 
Celestial voices to the midnight air^. 
Sole, or responsive each to other's note, 
Singing their great Creator ? Oft in bands^ . 
'While they keep watcb^ or ni^tly rounding walk» 
With heavenly touch of inftlrumciital MHinds, 
1^ full harmonic number Join' d,. their songs 
Divide the night, and lift our thoughts to heav*n.' — '' 

Another celebrated writer aays-^^' Some ane 
^ver credulous in these stories, others sceptical 

' and distrustful, and a third sort perfectly i^^fidel* 
** Mr,,Locke assures us^ we hav^as clear an idea 
of spirit as of body. ;But, if it be asked> how a 

.spirit, that never was embodied, can foim to itoeHf 

.a body, and come up into a world where it has 
no right of residence^ and have aU its organs per- 
fected ^ opce.; 0j; .|iow>a spirit^ once ,ei|ibodi^, 

* . but 
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hot now in a separate state, can take up itB cat^ 
case out of the grave, sufficiently repaired, and 
make maay resurreetioos before the last ; or how 
the dead can counterfeit iheir owa bodies, and 
make to thetuBelves an image of themselves; by 
what ways and means, since miracles ceased, this 
.transfornation can be effected ; by whose leave 
and permission, or by what power and authority, 
or with what wise design, and for what great ends 
-aod purposes, aH this is done, we cannot easily 
imagine ; and the divine and philosopher together 
will find it very difficult )q resolve such questionau 

*' Before the Christian «era, seone messages froqi 
the other world might be of use, if not necessary^ 
in spme cases, and on some extraordinary occa- 
sions ; but since that time we want no new^ nor 
can we have any surer, informations. 

" Conscience, indeed, is a frightful apparition 
itself; and I make no question hitt it oftentimes 
haunts an oppressing criminal into restitution, and 
b a ghost to him sleeping or waking : nor is it 
the least testimony of an invisible world, that there 
is such a drummer as that in the soul, that can 
beat an alarm when he pleases, and so loud, as 
no other noise ean drown it, no musvc qjaiet, no- 
power silence it, na mirth allay it, and* no bribe- 
corrupt it/' 

Inexhaustible are the opinions on this subject : 

therefore,. 
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lfaereftif e» we SMI cenelade tkis Essay, and pro^ 
l)eed to tke more Hlustratm pavt of oilr impffc, 
witiioat'asy ftrftlwr ^UoMImis; fer ^^rious ate 
Hw metfaodi proposed by the iearned iot tine lyy^ 
ing of gboets and apiMTttions. Artificial ones are 
easily quieted, if we only take theon ibr real and 
aabstantlal beings, and proceed aeeanlniglj;^. 
Thas, wfatfn a Friar, personating an appafitims 
haanled the apartment of the late fimpetfor Jl)«epi^ 
King Augustus, then at the imperial ooart, Amg 
lam out of the window> and laid him upon the 
paireasoot so effectually, that he never rose or ap* 
peered a^in in tkis world. 
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THE 

DOMINICAN VRIAR. 

Ah tlsctrdordifUiry Event that happened tatety 

at AiX'la-ChapeUe. 

As tll6 jfbllowilig storjr* wkkfh Is Averted to be 
tiiitlieiftji!^ and fo have happ^n^d very lately, may 
H^e to tftiow, that th« storleti of iMis klfld» yni^ 
irbl^ Ae' public are, fHrm tidie to tiAae, every 
now and then alarmed, ar^ tiothing more tbsu 
anfal icspOstoreSy it is pr^tomed, k VfkW be ti«eful 
as \9t\\ as eol^taitiltig td <»ut readers to give it a 
place* 

A periioii who kept a lodgiflg4ie^96 n^tar the 
i^tigB at Aix-la-Cbapell«, hat iil| lo^t hife ^'4t, 
eoailliitted ti!ie managemeiit of his family to hk 
dliiigbler, a eprightly, well-made, faandsotofe gfal^ 
about twenty. 

There ivere, irt that time, in the hdvme, tw^ ladte 
and their waiting-Womati, two Dnteh ofiieetsi and 
a Dominlctin Friai*. 

It happenedi that, a^ the yotmg woman of the 
house was asleep one night in h^r b^, she Wte 
ftwtikened by something that attempted to ddfw 
the cioihes oiF the bed. 6he wtls at first firightied ;. 
but thinking, upon recollection, that it might fa^ 

the 
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the hoQse-dog, she called him by his name. The 
clothes, however, were still pulled from her ; and 
she, still imagining it was by the dog,, took up a 
.brush that lay in her reach, and attempted to strike 
him. At that moment she saw a flash of sudden 
light, that filled the whole room ; upon which she 
shrieked out I all was again dark and silent, and 
the elotheft were no longer drawn ffom her. 

In the morning, when she related this story,, 
every one treated it as a dream ; and the girl her- 
self at last took it for. granted, that it was no 
more than an illusion. 

The night following, she was again awakened 
by something that jogged her, and she thought 
she felt a hand in the bed ; upon endeavouring to 
r^resfr it, another flash of lightning threw her 
into a fit of terror : she shut her eyes, and crossed 
herself. When she ventured to open her eyes 
again, the light was vanished ; but in a short time, 
she felt what she supposed to be a hand again in 
the bed: she again endeavoured to repress it,^ 
and, looking towards the foot of the bed, saw a 
large luminous cross, on which was written dis- 
tinctly, as with light, the wouds, " Be Silent !*' 
She was now so terrified, that she had not power 
to break the injunetion, bxit shrunk down into 
liie bed, and covered herself over with the 
dothes.. 

la 
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In this situation she continued a oonsiderable 
time; but, being again molested, she ventured 
oDce more to peep out, when, to her unspeakable 
astonishment, she saw a phantasm stand by the 
side ofber bed, almost as high as the ceiling: a 
kind of glory encircled its head, and the whole 
was ia the form of a crucifix, except that it seemed 
to have several hands, one of which again ap* 
proached the bed. 

Supposing the phenomenon to be some celes- 
tial vision, she exerted all her fortitude, and 
leaping out of bed, threw herself upon her knees 
before it ; but she instantly found herself assaulted 
in a manner which convinced her she was mi<ita« 
ken: she had not strength to disengage herself 
from something that embraced her, and therefore 
screamed out as loud as she could, to alarm the 
house, and bring somebody to her assistance. 

Her shrieks awakened the ladie& who lay in an 
adjacent chamber, and they sent their woman to 
see what was the matter;. The woman, upon open^ 
ing the room, saw a luminous phantasm, which 
greatly terrified her, and heard, in a deep threat-f 
ening tone, the words, " At thy peril be gmne-V 

The woman instantly screamed out, and with^ 
drew : the ladies rose in the utmost constematioq 
and terror, but nobody came to their assistance : 
the old man, the father of the girl, was asleep iaa 

remote 



retiiiote i)ftrt of tlie hoHBe ; the Friar also rested in 
ft room at the end of a long gallery in another 
story ; and the two Dutch oncers ivere absent on 
a visit, at a fieighbouriog village. 

No other violence, however, was effered to <bc 
girl that night. As sooh as the morning dawtied, 
she got up, ran do^h to her fetfaer, and told all 

- 

that liad happened : the two ladie^ were iil>t long 
absent; they did not say much, bat Quitted tbg 
lfons€. The trvAt ^sfeed the girl several ques- 
tions, and declared ihat he had heard other m* 
stances o^ the Hke nattire, but said, the girl woul4 
do Well to obey the commands of the visioii, and 
that lio harm wotld iiome ^f it. He said, he 

t r 

would remain to see the issue; fthd, ill the mean 
time, btdered proper prayers and mass^ to be 
said at a neighbouring CoUveht of hi^ order, to 
which he most devoutly joined his own. 

The girl was comforted with this spiritual as- 
sistance; but, notwithstanding, took one of the 
inaids t5 be her bed-fellow the next night. 

In the dead of the night, the flaming cross Was 
again visible, but no attempt was made on either 
of the women. They Were, however, greatly ter- 
rified; and the servant said, she would rather 
leave her place than lie in the room again* 

The Friar, the next morning, took the merit of 
the spirit's peaceable behftviour to himself. The 

prayers 



yvm fsmifi t« tk^ e^j9veiiNt9 at l^wgo for am^ilivy 
^mtmm* Tke; gP<M} FiiifMrA 19 the nmu time, 
wm % 00 9mmi$ i41e atheJipie; 1^ peiribrined hjui 
<ieToti6ttii vvitb gi^ent «r(t<mr» nod WAvardeS eveoiag 
testowed % fdenttful Ut^n^ioii of hoty water on 

The girl not beiug able to persuade the servant 
to sleep wkh Ime ng^ta in Ibe haunted room, ^d 
being eiicottragad by tbe Fri^^ tp abide the issuei. 
having abo grail: ^qiifidei^^ herself in the prayers^ 
masses, and sprinklings, that had been used* on 
the o<^eaMOB» sfas V^twed op^^e ^piMf# to sleep in 
the fianw X9»m bfy bersetf* 

In the night, altev heariqg some slight noises^ 
she Miw th^ roKw aU inii bla^^, smd a great mim* 
ber of hiNWous cros^e^, with &Qiaps of writing 
here and there veny legible, . among' which the 
precept to ^ dknts was mo^t conspicuous. 

In the loiddie of ^e looi^ she fi^w some^ing 
of a hmoAn. a|>pearaQce, wbic^ seemed covered 
tety with a liae» giMnaent, lij^e ^ shirt i it ap- 
peftved to diftjleQia tapliaDe^ r^^od i^i and, at 
)eiigib> by ik«l«^ -ai^ stfeptfiftee, «pptoae^d the 
bed, 

Wbeiit it eiwie 1^ to . the {leii^sjdk: it dcew the. 
cHrtain more open,;]^d Ufti«g uf^tbe^bed^clotbea^ 
was aiMMfttto eoloe jiu The giri, tiQW aioie 1^-^ 

rifled 
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tified than ever, screamed out with «11 her power. 
As every body in the house was upon the watchj, 
she was heard by them all; but the father only 
had courage to go to her assistance, and his 
bravery was probably owing to a considerable 
quantity of reliques, which he had procured 
from the convent, and which he brought in his 

hand. 

When he came, however, noUiing was to be 
seen but some of the little crosses and inscrip- 
tions, several of which were now luminous only in 

part. 

Being hhnself greatly terrified at these appear- 
ances, he ran to the Friar's apartment, and with 
some difficulty prevailed upcm him to go with him 
to the hauQted room. The Friar at first excused 
himself upon account of the young woman's being 
there in bed. As 8oo»*lis he entered, and saw .the 
crosses, he prostrated himself on the ground, and 
uttered many prayers and incantations, to which 
the honest landlord most heartily said Amen, 

The poor girl, in the mean time, lay in a kind 
of trance; and her fether, wlien the prayers were 
over^ ran down stairs' for some wine, a cordial 
being necessary to recover her : the Friar^ ait 
the same time, ordered him <to light and bring 
with him, a- consecrated taper ; for hitherto they 
had no light but that of the vision, whidi was 

still 
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-sttll strong enough to discover every thing in the 
room* 

In a short tkne the old man entered with a 
taper in his hand, •and in a moment all the lumi- 
nous appearances vanished. The girl, soon after» 
recovered, and gave a very sensible account of all* 
that had happened; and the landlord and the 
Friar spent the rest of the night together. 

The Friar, however^ to shew the power of the 
daemon, and the holy virtue of the taper, removed 
it several times from the chamber, before the day 
broke, and the crosses and inscriptions were again 
visible, and remained so till the taper was brought 
back, and then vanished as at first. 

When the sun arose, the Friar took his leave to 
go to matins, and did not return till noon. In 
the nitsian dme the two Dutch officers came home» 
and soon learnt what had happened, though the 
landlord took all the pains he could to conceal 
it. The reports they heard were confirmed by 
the pale and terrified appearance of the girl ; their 
curiosity was greatiy excited, and they asked her 
innumerable qnestions. Her answers, instead of 
extinguishing, increased it. They assured the 
landlord, they would not leave his house, but, on 
the contrary, would afford him all the assistance 
in their power. 

As they were young gentlemen of a military 

profession. 
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pfofessioQy and ProleataBts, they were at oq(% 
bold and incredulous. They pretended, howeveri 
to adopt the opinioB of the bndlokd, that the f^>- 
peatances were aupeni^ural; b.u4 it hlippeaed 
tbat^ upon going into the room, they feuod the 
refluiinder of the taper, on the Yirtues of wfaioh the 
landlord had so largely expatiated, and immedi- 
ately perceived that it was only a common candle 
of a large sixe, which he had brought by mtatake 
in hb fright. 

This discovery convinced them that there wa» 
a fraud, and that appearances that vanished at the 
eqaproach of unconsecmted l^ht mutt be produced 
by mere human artifice. 

^hey therefore consulted together,- and at length 
agreed, that the masses should be coutmued ; that 
the landlord should not say one word of the can- 
(Ue; or the suspicions it had produced ; that his 
daughter, the next ui^t, i^uld sleep in the 
s^rtment which had been quitted by the ladies ; 
and that one of the officers should lie in the girl's 
bedi, while (he other, with the landlord, should 
wait in 'the kitchen, to see the issue. 

•^lis pla»' w^s accordingly, with great secrecy, 
carried into execution. 

For two hours after the officer had beiea in bed^ 
all was silent and quiet, and he begian to sttS{^ct 
^t the girl had either been £wci&l, or that their 

secret 
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secret had transpired : when, all on a sudden, he 
heard t|e latch of the door gently raised ; and» 
perceiving something ap[nroach the bed and at- 
tempt to take up the clothes, he resisted ivith 
sufficient strength to frustrate the attempt, and 
immediately the room appeared to be all in a 
flame; he saw many crosses, and inscriptions en<- 
joining silence and a passive acquiescence in 
whatever should happen; he saw also, in the 
middle of the room, something of a human ap^ 
pearance, very tall, and very luminous. The 
officer was at first struck with terror, and the 
vision made a second a[^roach to the bed-side ; 
but the gentleman, recovering his fortitude wttl^ 
the first moment of reflection, dexterously threw a 
«lip knot, which he had fastened to one of the bed- 
posts, over the phantom's neck : he instantly drew' 
it close, which brought him to the ground, and 
then threw himself Upon hire. The fall and the 
struggle made so much noise, that the other offi- 
cer and the landlord ran up with lights and wear 
pons ; and the goblin was found to be no other 
than the good Friar, who, having conceived some- 
thing more than a spiritual affection for his tend- 
lord's pretty daughter, had played this infernal 
farce, to gratify his passion. 

Being now secured and detected, beyond hope 

c of 
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of subteriuge or escape, be. made a full confesiion 
of his guilt, and begged earnestly for m^y. 

It appeared that this fellow, who was near six 
feet high, had made himself appear still taller, 
by putting upon his head a kind of tiaru of em- 
bossed paper, and had also thrust a stick through 
the sleeves of his habit, which formed the appear- 
iince of a cross, and still left his hands at liberty ; 
and that he had rendered himself and his appa- 
ratus visible in the dark by phosphorus. 

The landlord contented himself with giving his 
reverence a hearty drubbing, and then turning 
him out of doors, with a strict injunction to quit 
the territory of Liege for ever, upon pain of being 
much more severely treated. 

When it is considered, that it is but a few years 
ago, that a poor woman, within twenty miles of 
X:.ondon, lost her life upon supposition that she was 
a witch ; and that it is not many years since the 
Cock-lane ghost found advocates, even in the heart 
of London itself, among those who, before, were 
never accounted fools; it cannot but be useful 
to put down <m record every imposition of this 
kindl. 



THE 



SUPERSTITIOUS COUPLE. 

In the letters from a gentleman on his travels in 
Italy to bis friend in England, is the following cu* 
rious account of an ei^periment tried with the 
Bolognian stone, of which phosphorus is made. 

There was an English maid-servant in Uie house 
where we lodged, (observes this gentleman), and 
her bed-chamber was immediately over the one 
occupied by myself and friend. My companion 
having found his way into it, or, at least, suppos- 
ing he had done so; wrote with some paste made 
merely with flour and water, the terrible words— 
** KEMEMDElt DEATH V* in great capitals, on the 
inside of the bed curtains. Over the wet letters 
be strewed some of (he crust prepared from this 
stone, which he had powdered for that purpose in 
a mortar; and when he had so done, called me 
up, to see the words in letters of fire. We sat up 
for the discovery ; but something very different 
from what we had expected, happened. Th^ 
Italians are bigots, and consequentiiy superstitious. 
It happened that the room, into which my friend 
had found his way, was not, as he imagined^ that 
of the maid-servant, but of a couple of devout 
people, who accidentally slept in the house. We 

c 2 heard 
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heard them undress ; and followed our scheme, by 
getting on the upper stairs near the door of the 
room : we heard two voices, and we saw the can- 
dle on a table near the bed-side. TheJady was 
first in bed ; and the good man no sooner followed, 
than the candle was put out. On the instant 
of its extinction, appeared the terrible words. 
The lady screamed her prayers; the husband 
trembled over his Ave-Marias. The letters were 
absolutely fire, and the bed was not injured. The 
language was unintelligible to those who saw the 
words ; and, perhaps, it was in that respect more 
terrifying, than if the admonition had been under- 
stood. The Mene Tekel of the prophet came into 
both their minds at once. They jumped out of 
bed, and alarmed the whole house. We were first 
in the room. My friend took occasion, in their 
confusion, to scrape off the whole matter very 
cleanly with his pocket knife. The company 
brought candles — there was nothing to be seen. 
Both husband and wife pointed to the place where 
the writing had appeared ; but nothing but some 
Smeared dirt was visible there. My friend kept his 
counsel, and the miracle was blazed all over Bo- 
logna the next day ; and we left a legion of won- 
dering priests in the house, at our departure ! 
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HAUNTED BED-ROOM. 

A YOUNG gentleman, going down from London 
to the west of England, to the house of a very 
worthy gentleman, to whom he had the honour to 
be related; it happened, that the gentleman's 
house was at that time full, by reason of a kinswo-: 
man's wedding, that had lately been kept there. 
He therefore told the young gentleman, that he was 
yery glad to see him, and that he was very weir 
come to him : " But," said he, ** I know not ho^y 
I shall do for a lodging for you ; for my cousin's 
marriage has not left a room free, save one, and 
that is haunted ; but if you will lie there, you 
shall have a very good bed, and all other accommo- 
dations." * ** Sir," replied the young gentleman, 
** you will very much oblige me by letting me li^ 
tbere ; for I have often coveted to be in a place 
that was haunted." The gentleman, very glad 
that his kinsman was so well pleased with his ac- 
commodations, ordered the chamber to be got 
ready, and a good fire to be made in it, it being 
winter-time. When bed-time came, the young 
gentleman was conducted up into his chamber, 
which, besides a good fire, was furnished with all 
ftuitable accommodations ; and, having recom^ 

c 3. mended 
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mended himself to the Divine protection, went 
to bed. Lying some time awake, and finding no 
disturbance, he fell asleep ; out of which, however, 
he was awaked about three o'clock in the morning, 
by the opening of the chamber-door, and the 
entrance of somebody in the appearance of a 
young woman, having a night-dress on her head, 
and only her shift on : but he had no perfect view 
of her, for his candle was burnt out ; and though 
there was a fire in the room, yet it gave not light 
enough to see her distinctly. But this unknown 
visitant going to the chimney, took the poker, and 
stirred up the fire; by the flaming light whereof; 
he could discern the appearance of a young gen- 
tlewoman more distinctly, but whether it was flesh 
and blood, or an airy phantom, he knew not. This 
appearance having stood some time before the fire, 
as if to warm itself, at last walked two or three 
times about the room, and then came to the bed- 
side; where having stood a little while, she took 
up the bed-clothes, and went into bed, pulling the 
bed-clothes upon her again, and lying very quietly. 
The young gentleman was a little startled at this 
unknown bed-fellow ; and, upon her approach, lay 
on the further side of the bed, not knowing whe- 
ther he had best rise or not. At last, lying very 
still, he perceived his bed-fellow to breathe ; by 
whicb guessing her to be flesh and blood, he drew 

nearer 
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Bearer to her, and taking her by the hand, found 
it warm, and that it was no airy phantom, but 
substantial flesh and blood ; and finding she had a 
ring on her finger, he took it off unperceiTed, 
The gentlewoman being all this while asleep, he 
let her lie without disturbing her, and patiently 
inraited the result of this singular situation. He 
bad not long remained in suspense, when hit 
fair companion hastily flung off the bed-clothes 
again, and getting up, walked three or lour timet 
about the room, as she had done before; and 
then, standing a while before the door, opened it^ 
went out, and shut it after her. The young gen- 
tleman, perceiving by this in what manner the 
room was haunted, rose up, and locked the door 
on the inside ; and then lay down again, and slept 
till morning; at which time the master of the 
house came to him, to know how he did, and whe* 
ther he had seen any thing, or not ? He told him; 
that an apparition had appeared to him, but beg- 
ged the favour of him that he would not urge him 
to say any thing further, till the whole family 
were all together. The gentleman complied witb 
his request, telling his young friend, that, having 
found him well, he was' perfectly satbfied. 

The desire the whole family had to know the 
issue of this aflair, made them dress with more ex- 
pedition than usual, so that there was a general 

G 4 assembly 



M HAUNTED BED-ROOM* 

assembly of the gentlemen and ladies before eleven 
o'clock, not one of them being willing to appear 
in dishabille. When they were all got together 
in the great hall, the young gentleman told them, 
he had one favour to desire of the ladies before he 
would say any thing, and that was, to know whe-^ 
tlier either of them had lost a ring 1 The young 
gentlewoman, from whose finger it was taken, 
having missed it all the morning, and not knowing 
how she lost it, was glad to hear of it again, and 
readily owned she wanted a ring. The young 
gentleman asked her if that was it, giving it intor 
her hand, which she acknowledging to be her*s, 
and thanking him, he turned to his kinsman, the 
master of the house-^" Now, Sir," said he, ** I 
jcSLU assure you,'' (taking the gentlewoman by the 
hand,) ** this is the lovely spirit by which your 
chamber is haunted,"-^ And thereupon repeate4 
what is related. 

I want words to express the confusion the young 
gentlewoman seemed to be in at this relation, who 
declared herself perfectly ignorant of all that he 
said; but believed it might be so, because of the 
ring, which she perfectly well remembered she had 
on, when she went to bed, and knew not how she 
had lost it. 

This relation gave thcxwhole company a great 
deal of diversion: for, after all, the father de*. 

, clared. 
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elared, that siaee his daughter had already gone; 
to bed to his kinsmaQ, it should be his ^ult if h^ 
did not go to bed to his daughter, he being willing: 
to bestow her upon him, and give her a good poi^ 
tion. This generous offer was so advantageous to 
the young gentleman, that he could by no meana 
vefuse it; and his late bed^fellow, hearing what- 
her father had said, was easily prevailed- upon to> 
accept him for her husband. 



REMARKABLE INSTANCE 

OF THE 

POWER OF IMAGINATION. 

It ha^ been remarked, that when the royal vault- 
is opened for the interment of any of the royal 
family, Westminster Abbey is a place of great 
resort: some flock thkher out of curiosity, others 
to. indulge their solemn meditations. 

By the former of these motives it was, whea 
the royal vault was opened for the interment of 
her illustrious majesty Queen Caroline, that five 
or six gentlemen who had dined together at a 
tavern were drawn to visit that famous repository 
of the titled dead. As they descended down the 
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steep descent, one cried — ^' It's, heltish daric f 
anofjier stopped his nostrils, and exclaimed 
against the nauseous vapour that ascended front 
it ; all had their different sayings. But, as it is 
natural for such spectacles to excite some moral 
reflectioiis, even with the most gay and giddy,, 
they all returned with countenances more seriou& 
than those they had entered with. 

Having agreed to pass the evening together, 
they all went back to the place where they dined ; 
and the conversation turned on a future state, 
apparitions, and some such topics. One among 
them was an infidel in those matters, especially 
as to spirits becoming visible, and took upon him 
to rally the Others, who seemed rather inclinable 
to the contrary way of thinking. As it is easier 
to deny than to prove, especially where those 
that maintain the negative will not admit any 
testimonies which can be brought against their 
own opinion, he singly held out against all they 
had to alledge. To end the contest, they proposed 
to him a wager of twenty guineas, that, as great ai 
hero as he pretended, or really imagined himself, 
he had not courage enough to go alone at mid« 
night into the vault they had seen that day. This 
he readily accepted, and was very merry with the 
thoughts of getting so much money with such ease* 
The money on both sides was deposited in the 

hands 
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hands of the master of the house ; and one of the 
▼ergers was sent for, whom they i^ngaged, for a 
piece of gold, to attend the adventurer to the gate 
of the cathedral^ then shot him in, and wait hit 
return. 

Every thing being tfans settled, the dock no 
sooner struck twdve» than they all set out toge» 
ther; they who laid the wager being reserved not 
to be imposed on by his tampering with the ver- 
ger. As they passed along, a scruple arose» 
which was, that though they saw him enter the 
church, how they should be convinced he went 
as far as the vault; but he instantly removed their 
doubts, by pulling out a pen-knife he had in hia 
pocket, and saying, '* This will I stick into the 
earth, and leave it there ; and if you do not find 
it in the inside of the vault, I will own the wager 
lost/' These words left them nothing to suspect; 
and they agreed to wait at the door his coming 
out, believing he had no less stock of resolutioB 
than he had pretended: it is possible, the opinion 
they had of him was no more than justice. 

But, whatever stock of courage he had« on hi» 
entrance into that antique and reverend pile, he 
BO sooner found himself shut alone in it, than, a» 
he afterwards confessed, he found a kind of shud<^ 
dering ail over him, which, he was sensible, pro^ 
ceeded from something more than the coldness' 
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of the night. Every step he took was eehoetf hy 
the hollow ground ; and, though it was not alto- 
gether dark, the verger having left a lamp burnings 
just before the door that-led to the chapel (other- 
wise it would have been impossible for him to have; 
found the place), yet did tlie glimmering it gave» 
rather add to, than dimiDish, -the solemn horror ol^ 
every thing around. 

He passed on, however ; but protested, had not 
the shame of being laughed at, prevented him,, he- 
would have forfeited more than twice the sum he 
had staked to have been safe out again. At length, 
he reached the entrance of the vault: his inwards 
terror increased *, y*it, determined not to be over- 
powered by fear, he descended ; and being come 
to the last stair, stooped forwards, and struck the 
pen^kntfe with his whole force into the earth. But,, 
as he was rising in order to quit so dreadful a place,, 
l^e felt something pluck him forward ; the appre- 
hension he before was in, made an easy way for sur- 
prise and terror to seize on all his faculties : he lost 
in one instant every thing that could support him^ 
and fell into a swoon, with his> head in the vault, 
and part of his body on the stairs. Till after one 
o'clock his friends waited with some degree of pa- 
tience, 4J]ough they thought he paid the titled 
dead a much longer visit than a living man could 
choose. But finding he did not come,, they began 

to 
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to fear some accident: the verger, they found, 
tfaoQgh accustomed to the place, did not choose to» 
go alone ; they therefore went with hira, preceded 
by a torch, which a footman belonging to one of 
the compviny had with him. They all went inta 
the Abbey, calling, as the^ went, as loud as they 
could : no answer being made, they moved on tili 
they came to the vault; where, looking down, 
tiiey soon perceived in what posture he ^vas in. 
They immediately used every means they could 
devise for his recovery, which they soon effected. 
, After they got him out of :the Abbey to the fresh 
^ir, he fetched two or three deep groans ; and, in 
tlbte greatest agitation^ cried,- " Heaven help met 
Lord have mercy upon me !" Thesie exclamations 
very much surprised tUem ; but, imagining he was 
aot yet come perfectly to his senses, they forbore 
&rtlier questions, till they had got him into the 
tayern, where, having placed him in a chair, they 
began to ask how he did, and how he Came to 
be so indisposed. He gave them a faithful detail, 
and said he should have come back with the same 
sentiments he went with, had not an unseen hand 
convinced him of the injustice of his unbelief. 
While he was making his narrative, one . of th^ 
company saw the pen-knife sticking through the 
fore-lappet of his coat. He immediately conjec- 
tured the mistake; and pulling out the pen-knife 
. . before 
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before tbem all» cried out, ** Here is the mystery 
discovered : for, in the attitude of stooping to stick 
the knife in the ground^ it happened^ a^ you see^ 
to go through the coat ; and, on youl* attempting 
to rise, the terror you was in^ magnified this little 
obstruction into an imaginary impossibility of witb-i 
drawing yourself, and had an effect on your senses 
before reason had time to operate/' Tbis, which 
was evidently the case, set every one, exeept the 
gentleman who had suffered so much by it, into a 
roar of laughter. But it was not easy to draw m 
single smile from him: he ruminated ontheaflliiry 
while his companions rallied aiid ridiculed thit^ 
change in htm : he well remembered the agitations 
he had been in. " Wei f replied he, when he had 
sufficiently recovered, " there is certainly something 
after death, or these strange impulses could never 
be. What is there in a church more than in any 
other building? what in darkness more thau 
tight, which in themselves should have power to 
raise sucb ideas as I have now experienced ? Yet,* 
continued he, *^ I am convinced that I have been too 
presumptuous r and, whether spirits be or be not 
permitted to appear, that they exist, I ever shall 
believe/' 
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About a quarter of an hour after they quitied 
the coach, they obserred the coachman arrive; 
l/rho mounted the box, and drove home, muttering 
* the bitterest execrations, and damning his father 
confessor for bilking him of half a guinea which 
he gave him that morning for an absolution, that 
was to have rubbed out the entire score of hia 
transgressions. ' 



THJB 

IDEOTS FUNERAL. 

Th^ following extraordinary affair happened about 
ten years since^ at a village in the north of £ng* 
land. 

About midnight, the minister of the parish 
was not a little alarmed at hearing the church belt 
tolling. He immediately dispatched one of his 
servants for the beadle, to mquire into the cause 
of this wonderful event ; who, when he came, ap* 
peared to be under more dreadful apprehensions 
than the clergyman himself. However, the result 
of their deliberations was, that, in order to be 
certainly informed of the truth and ground of the 
matter, they should go forward to the church : 
but, on their way, what served considerably to in- 
crease 
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fjease their fears, was their seeing a light withiti 
the church. The great hell gave over tolling, and 
was succeeded, in its turn, hy the little, or hand^ 
bell (commonly useid in that country at funerals),, 
which, in a short time, also became silent. On 
their near ap|)roach to the church, they discovered^ 
by the help of the light within, the mort-cloth 
moving up and down the area thereof. Though 
this last part of the dreadful scene might have 
been sufficient to intimidate persons possessed of 
no ordinary degree of courage ; yet such was the 
bravery and resolution of the Reverend Doctor^ 
that he even ventured to accost this nocturnal dis- 
turber of their repose: when, on lifting up the 
fhort'Cloth, to his inexpressible surprise, hediscb-^ 
vered the terrible apparition to be only an un-* 
bappy young man belonging to the parish, who had, 
for some time past, been disordered in his senses^ 
and who had got into the church by some secret 
means or other, and, as the good Doctor readily 
coBjectured, was amusing himself in this manner, 
by the representation of a funeral : a case not at 
all unlikely, as ideots in general are remarkably 
fond of any thing relative to a funeral procession.. 



XSE 



hi 

THE 

VENTRILOQUIST. 

t 

7u£ follofving anecdote is related by Adrianus 
Turnibis, the greatest critic 6i the sixteenth cen* 
tury, and who was admir^ and respected by ail 
the learned in Europe. 

There was a crafty fellow, says he, called Petrus 
Brabantius, who, as often as he pleased, would 
-speak from his stomach, with his mouth indeed 
open, bnt his lips unmov^d^ of which I have b^ea 
repeatedly an eye and ear witness. In this man- 
ner he put divers cheats on several persons: 
amongst others, the following was well known. 

There was a merchant of Lyons, lately dead^ 
who had acquired a great estate by unjust deal* 
ings. Brabantius happening to be at Lyons, and 
bearing of thb, conies one day to Cornutns, the! 
son and heir of this merchant, as he walked in a 
portico behind the church-yard, and tells him 
that he was sent to inform him of what was to be 
done by him ; and that it was more requisite to 
think about the soul and reputation of his frther, 
than thus wander about the church-yard, lament» 
ing his death. In an instant, while they were thiis 
'discoursing, a voice was heard, as if it was that 
of the father, though, in reality, it proceeded from 

his 
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before the altar dedicated to St. Panl, in A neigh-^ 
bouring church. Some villains observing her ex* 
treme bigotry, resolved (as she was known to be very 
rich) to share her wealth. Therefore one of them 
took the opportunity to conceal himself behind the 
carved work of the altar; and when no person 
but the old lady was in the church, in the dui^ of 
the evening, he contrived to Hirow a letter just be^ 
fore her. She took it up, and not perceiving any 
one near her, supposed it came by a miracle; 
which she was the more confirmed in, when she 
saw it was signed, Paul the Apostle, and pur- 
ported, ** The satisfaction he received by her ad- 
dressing her prayers to him, at a time when so 
many new-canonized saints engrossed the devotion 
of the world, and robbed -the primitive saints of 
great part of their wonted adoration : and, to show 
his regard for his devotee, said, he would come 
from Heaven, with the angel Gabriel, to sup with 
her, at eight in the evening." 

It is scarce credible to think any one could be 
deceived by so gross a fraud : but to what length 
' of credulity, will not superstition carry the weak 
mind I The infatuated lady believed it all ; and rose 
from her knees in a transport, to prepare the enter- 
tainment for the heavenly guests she expected. 

When the supper was bespoke, and the side* 
board set out to the best advantage, she thought 

that 
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ih^t her own plate (which was wcn-th near four 
jHindred pounds steriing) did not make so elegant 
A show as i»fae desired ; therefore sent to her hro* 
4her (who was a Counsellor, of the Parliament of 
Paris) to borrow all his plate; charging her 
inaid not to tdl the occasion^ but only, that sbt 
hnA company to supper, and should be obliged 
to him if he would lend her his plate for that 
ievening. The Counsellor was surprised at the 
message ; as he knew the frugality of his sister's 
•iway of life ; and suspected that she was enamoured 
with some fortune-hunter, who might marry her 
for her fortune, and thereby deprive the family 
of what he expected at his .sister's death: there- 
fore he absolutely cefiised to send the plate, unless 
the maid would tell him what guests $he expected. 
The girl, alarmed for her mistress's honour, replied, 
that her pious lady had no thoughts of a husband ; 
but. that, as St. Paul had sent her a letter from hea- 
ven, saying that he and the Angel Gabriel would 
come to supper with her, her mistress wanted to 
make the entertainment as elegant as possible. 
The Counsellor, who knew the turn of his sister'f 
mind, immediately su^iected some villains had 
inqoo^ on her; and sent the maid directly with 
the plate, while he went to the Commissary of the 
;quarte^, and gave him this information. The magis« 
trate acompanied him to an house aciUoining, from 

D whenc<i 
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ivlteneetfaey saw, just "before eiglit o'clock, a tril 
tazn, dressed in long vestments, with a white beard, 
imd a y<>uii^ man in white, with iargf^ wings at fait 
sboUlders, alight from a liackney-coach, and go np 
to the widow's apartment. The Commissary ini^ 
mediately ordered twelve of the foot guet (Ite 
gnards of Paris) to post themselves on the staini^ 
wfa^e he himself knocked at the «k>or, and desirei 
adtnittance. The old tady replied, that 4he had 
company, and could speak to no ojie. Bat the 
Commissary answered, that kit must come in : f«ir 
that he was St. Peter, and bad c<»ne to ask Sftt 
Paul and the Angel, how they came out of hea- 
rem without his knowledge. The diving visitors 
were astonished at this, not expecting any more 
Saints to join them : but the lady, overjoyed at 
having cro great an apostle with her, ran eagerly 
to the door; when the Commissary, her brotfier, 
and the gnti, rushing in, presented their mnskets, 
and seized her guests, whom they immediately 
carried to tlie Chatelot. 

On searching the criminals, two cords, a razor, 
and a pistol, wtre found in St. Paul's podiet ; and a 
^gag in that of the feigned wigel. Three days after, 
fheir trial catae on: when, in their defence, they 
If^eaded, that the one Avas a soldier of the French 
ibot-guards, and the other a barber*^ appv^ntiee ; 
and that they had no other evil design, but to pro- 

CUBC 
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tfitfi a good supper for theflnselres at the expenoe 
of the tridow's folly ; tliat, it being carnival time, 
they had borrowed the above dresses; that the 
•oldier had f>und the two cords, and put them 
into his pocket ; the razor was what he used t^ 
Ahave himself with ; and the pistol was to defend 
liimself from any insults so strange a habft night 
tepose him to, in going home. The barber's ap- 
prentice said, his design also was only diversion; 
tind that, as his master was a tooth^rawer, the gag 
was what they sometimes used in their business* 
These excuses, irivolous as they were, were of 
some avail to them ; and, as they had not man»- 
fested any evil design by an overt act, they were 
acquitted. 

But the Counsellor, who had foreseen what woiiM 
happen, through the insufficiency of evidence, had 
provided another stroke for. them. No soouef 
were they discharged from the civil power, but the 
Apparitor of the Archbishop of Paris seized them« 
and conveyed them to the Ecclesiastical Prison ; 
and iu three days more, they were tried and con- 
victed of a scandalous profanation, by assuming 
to themselves the names, characters, and appear- 
ances, of an holy apostle and a blessed angel, 
with an intent to deceive a pious and well-meaning 
woman, and to the scandal of religion. On this 
theyr were condemned to be publicly whipped, 
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burnt on the shoulder by a hot iron, with the letr 
ters G. A. L. and sent to the galleys for fourteen 
years. 

The sentence \va$. executed on them the next 
day, on a scaffold in the Place de Greve, amidst 
an innumerable crowd of spectators : many of 
whom condemned the superstition of the lady» 
when perhaps they would have shewn the same o{| 
a like occasion ; since, it may be supposed, thai if 
many of Metr stories of apparitions, of saints, and 
angels, had been judiciously examined, they would 
have been found, like the above, to be either a gross 
fraud, or the dreams of an over-heated, enthusi- 
astic imagination. 

I shall make no reflections on the above fact; ' 
but leave it to the impartial consideration of the 
reader* 



THE 

FEMALE SPRITES. 

I^ September 1764, the following extraordinary^ 

incident happened in the family of a clergyman 

then living in Bartholomew Close. 

The gentleman and his wife returning home 

about eleven o'clock from a friend^s house, where 

they 
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they had beei^ to spend the evening, desired the 
maid to get them warm water to mix with some 
wine. There being no fire in the parlour, they 
went into the kitchen ; and while the water was 
heating, the gentleman ordered the maid to get 
a pan of coals, and- warm the bed. The servant 
had not long been gone up stairs, when the g^- 
tleman and his wife heard an uncomnton noise 
over their 'heads, like persons walking without 
shoes: and presently after, a woman enters the 
kitchen, without any other clothes on, than her 
shift and cap. Their astonishment at such a 
sight so greatly frightened them, that they had 
iieither of them power to speak a word : and while 
they were thus absorbed in amazement, another 
woman entered the roofnin like manner. Just at 
this time the maid came down from warming the 
bed ; and, though greatly surprised at so unex- 
pected aa appearance, had the courage to ask them 
who they were, and what they wanted. To which 
they replied, that they were servants at their next- 
door neighbour's, and, being awakened out of their 
steep by their master's calling out, Fire and thieves ! 
ran up stairs, and entering the garret window, came 
down, to preserve themselves from danger, and 
procure assistance. Upon this, inquiry being 
made, the gentleman's daughter at the adjoining 
house was found in violent fits» which occasioned 
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adljug the maids kastily to htr assisfotieff ; tmi{ 
this eaased aa ajarm that had neariy proved filial 
ta the clergyman's wife, wha was, at that thae^ 
Sir gofie vilh chMad*^ 



PRUSSIAN DOMINO, 

jr^r^i EFFECTS OF JEALOUSY. 

Ak officer of rank id the servke of the late Kia0 
«f Prussia^ bavittg lo»t an aniable wife whi^m li^- 
lenderty Xo^^ed, beeamie ^uile iaco»sclahk. Deepl}^ 
wounded with hia afflietioa, his mind wa& so ab^ 
«orbed ia nelaadholy, that the t^iMHleBt pleasure^ 
•f IHe were no longer a delight te hiua. ; he ifetired 
fiom the court and the field, and at ooce secluded 
himself from all society. 

Among the niiaierotts friends who lamented 
his . excessive sorrow^ hisi monarch wa^i not the 
leasts who endeavoured to soothe his distracted 
mind with sympathetic tenderness. Indeed, his 
Majesty considered him not only an agreeable 
companion^ but a valuable friei^d; and was so 
much interested in hL» behalf that he was deter- 
mined. 



, if possible^ to divert bis immodeittle giief. 
But oeitber th« pionfii^es of promotioo* or tba 
threats ^f disgr«ee, could draw him (torn, his le* 
tjixemeiit. At l^gtb» afWr ssaay zealoiui efforts 
kad proved ine&ctuaU a phua was sugge&ted by 
the King himadf, whkh proaa^ed success* His 
Majesty resolved t# give a a^a^iieiade^ to wbich» 
by iavitiog Liodorf (iaiv tel: waa the eificet's 
mm»)$. aa oppevtonity might be again taken to 
eal^e km witfiio thai circle «f gaiety, of wUch 
he wti» onoe the adapiratioii. The invitatieii baiag 
aeeewpenied wiA tm afti<^iooato aod earnest sor 
licltation from the King, Lindqrf ocwdd not leluse 
m^»ftm^ tbctofeitl a^^^cai the evening appoinled, 
b^, was once more a^m in the roeaia el splendouj: 
find lestMiity:. Qn hi9 cirtrsiace he met the King^ 
:vho>. after greetiAg him with ^eat kindness, bega« 
U^ (idly hi» iip«>n his late weakness. Lindorf 
thanked his Majesty for the honour he did hifi^ 
awd> afteir a short reply, they for some time walked 
up. and down the saloon together; when at length 
it was agreed to part,, that each might amuse hia^ 
self according to his own liking* with the different 
characters exhibited that ev^ing. But the King's 
intention was solely to watch the movements of 
X4iMorf } for. with heajrtfoU regret be beheld, as 
they parted, the fixed melancholy that still brood- 
ed on his countentnce : and, when he beheld him 
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pass, with dowBcast eyes, the saloon, where the 
dance and music reigned with such irresistible 
sway, all hope of reclaiming the unhappy widower 
disappeared. For some time he was witness of 
his mekincholy deportment, and was much aftcted 
to 'find that, where every face beamed a smile, the 
countenance of Lindorf alone was sad and deject- 
ed. The King, despairing of bis project being 
sttccessful, was about to quit the rooms, when he 
beheld Lindorf suddenly stop and speak ta a lady 
jn a black domino. Rejoiced at the circumstance^ 
Jiope again revived, and he stayed his departure, 
to watch the event. 

. Lindorf, when he quitted the King, continued 
to walk up and down the rooms, nothing at- 
tracting his attention but the lady in the black 
domino, who, wherever he turned, always ap^- 
peared before him. At first he imagined thef eha* 
^^acter intended merely to aniuse him, and that 
her strange deportment was instigated by hiil 
friends ; but the unusual solemnity attending helF 
appearance, after he had in -vain desired her to 
desist, struck him with astonishment. He sud- 
denly stopped, and demanded who she was I "I 
dare not tell you," answered the domino, in a deep 
and plantive tone of voice. Lindorf started^ — his 
blood ran cold ; it was exactly the voice of his 
deceased wife. "Who are you? for heaven's sake^ 

tell 
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tell me, or I die T' exclaimed Lindorf. **^ You will 
be more wretched than you are, if I tell you," re- 
plied the mysterious unknown, in accents that 
doubly excited his curiosity. " Tdl me," said he,, 
*^ I coiyure you ; for I cannot be more wretched 
than I now am. Tell me all, and do not leave me. 
in this state of inquietude." " Know then," an- 
swered the domino, " I am your wife." Lindorf 
started— .<very nerve was wrung with- anguish. 
•* Impossible," said he in a fright, " it cannot be; 
yet the voice appears the same." Here hh tongue 
faultering, he ceased to speak. When he had 
somewhat recovered his recolleotion„he ejaculated, 
** In the name of God! do tell me who you are 1 
Js it a trick, or do I dreaqo." " Neither," re- 
plied the unknown ; and continued, in the same 
tone of voice, to describe several particulars rela- 
tive to his family, and in what manner Wany things 
were placed in the drawers belonging to his de- 
ceased wife, which none but :himself and the de^ 
parted knew of. At length he was convinced the 
figure before him must be the apparition of his 
wife ; and, in the voice of anguish and despair, re- 
quested she would unmask and let him see her 
^ce. That the figure refused , to do, saying, that 
would be a sight he could not bear. *' I can bear 
any thing," he replied, '' but the pain your denial 
creates. I entreat you, let me see your face ; do 

J> 5 not 
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not refuse me!" Again she cknied him, till a6 
last, by repeated enfreatieSy and his promises not 
to be alarmed, she consented to unmask, and de- 
sired him to follow her into an anti-room ; solemnly 
charging him not to give way to his feelings. They 
then proceeded to the adjoining room. 

The King, who was an eye-witness of (he deep 
conversation they were engaged in, beheld, with 
raptnre, their entrance into the atiti-chamber, and 
saw the door closed. " He is certainly restored,**" 
said the monarch, to his coniidential attendant ; 
*' Ltndorf is most assuredly saved; he has made aa 
appointment with some pretty woman, amd ha» 
just retired to enjoy a private conversation. In 
her endearments he will, I hope, forget his sorrows* 
So we may now partake of tlie festivities of the 
evening.'' Saying which, he immediately joined 
the motley group with great cheerfulness. 

Lifidorf felt his blood chill, as the door of the 
anti-chamber closed ; but, the warmth of afSectioD 
returning, he no sooner entered, than he ckimed 
the dreadful promise. Again, in the most solemn 
manner, she advised him not to urge that which ' 
teight tend to his misery, as she was certain he had 
not sufficient fortifude to endure a sight of her* 
With horror he heard the remonstrance ; and the 
solemnity of her deportment only inspired his eager 
cnriosity the more* Aft lengthy after many strici 

injimctions. 
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mjunetioiis, she lifted ap the oaask ; ivbeo the as- 
tonished Lindorf beheld the Boost horrid spectacle 
of SI skeletoo he^d. ** Oh» God V he exclaimed, 
andj grosming, Ml senseless op the floor. In vai^ 
the Biyatert0«s domtno at^mpted to recover him^ 
Scnroiip had for a 1<n[^ tine pi^^yed upon hia exist* 
enoe, and terror hadl nam for ever ^pieted the unp 
happy Lindorf. He breathed no nvore ; be wa» 
a UfUess corpse* Ikiatantly the donuno quitted the 
room, and retired from the masqi^erade. : 

The King ftad ju^ returned to his post of obsejr* 
vtitton^ and saw the d<Mi|jiio' depart. In v^iii ho 
waited for Lindorf to feUo\Y; alt hour expired, and 
no Liadoorf appieared. This 'rai^d the curiosity of 
the Monarch. The door «^i|s left partly open; and 
he resolved to enter; when, to/bis gi^at tmrpriso 
and torrow, he behehl Lindorf stretched on ^he 
floor, a corpse. He instantly alarmed the company i 
but the mystery of hifi death in vain they attempted 
to develope. No marks of violence a^p^ared on 
bis body, which was the more astonishipg ; and, to 
add to the mystery, the iBds<|ued lady was not 
to be fimnd in any of the rooms. Messengers 
were then dispatched, and advertisetventsl distri- 
buted, all over the city of Berlin, ofi^ring large 
rewards for her appirehendion ; but no further in- 
formation could be gained, than that deposed by 
two ch^irmep, who aflirmed, tiiey bronglit the 

B 6 domino 
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domino to the rooms, Avhich from their aeconnt . 
only added to the mystery. > 

^ Their declaration was as follows — *' Having 
received a letter, enjoining setrecy, and desiring: 
them to attend in the dusk of the evening at « 
certain church perch, to carry a lady to the 
masquerade ; they, thinking it was some person 
who intended to play the character of a holbgoblin^ 
or sprite, did not hesitate, and made no fodier' 
inquiry, but proceeded, at the hour appointed, 
to the place mentioned; where they found a 
person waiting in a black domino, just as- the ad-« 
vertisement described. On their arrival, withoi^ 
speaking a word, the domino placed the money for 
hire in tiieir hands, alid instantly entered the chair, 
which they immediately conveyed to the masque- 
rade. On their arrival, without uttering a word, 
she darted from them into the crowd, and they 
saw no more of her until twelve o'clock, when, on 

s 

passing the door, they discovered the domino again 
seated in the chair. They were much surprised 
at such strange conduct; but, without reflecting on 
the client, they conveyed her back again, as was 
agreed, to the same .church porch, when they re-> 
ceived a further gratuity, and departed/' Such 
was the deposition of the two chairmen, at once 
mysterious and incomprehensible. This intelli- 
gence stiU more astpnisfaed the King^ who, in vain 

V . used 



Bsed every method to make further discovery kl 
this extraordinary and unhappy afiair. 

Several years elapsed without any thing occurring 
that cMild lead to a developement of this dreadful 
catastrophe. All search, after the lady was i&ow 
fiven up^ and nothing but the remembrance of the 
unhappy afibir remained- At lengift the hour ar* 
lived, when this dreadful mystery was explained^ 
which displayed one of ^e most diabolical and 
oiespenite transactions ever known. Theparticu^ 
lars are as follow^— 

- A lady, then at the point of death, requested^ to 
'see some confidential friend of the King's ; which 
request was immediately compiled with : to whom 
•he- made the folk>wing confession. In accents 
scarcely audible, she told them, she-was the person 
who appeared in the black domino, in so myste^ 
rrou» a manner, to Lindorf, and which unhappily 
caused bis death. That the revenge for neglected 
love instigated her to play the part she did ; but 
that she had no idea the consequence would have 
been so fatal : her intention being merely to as- 
sume the appearance of his deceased wife, in order 
that she might upbraid him, and gratify her re- 
venge for having broke his vow in marrying- her 
sister instead of herself; and also that she might 
effectually persuade him to desist from his melan- 
choly intentions of remaining a widower, and pre- 
vail 
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v$il on Urn to marry her, — for although he hSw«^ 
her request persfMoally, yet she imegioeci tht 
sebeme must he anecessfnU when pbyed eff noder 
the appearance of a >pirit of bis deeeaaed wife ; 
and tb deceive bU imeginatkui she had endea^r^^tpad 
U> p0|rsoiitfy her, for which i>iirpo8e she had pro* 
cured V. the head of a skebloa, asd aasumed thai 
character which bad proved tbtf death of the mm 
she so ardently loved^ and the. source of endlesa 
misery to h^rs^lf. She then related the convet-* 
satioD that had passed between them on thai 
itital evening, and faily described the whole par- 
ticulars of that a^sleriotts affiur; she likewiae ae» 
koowledged she entleavoured to imitate the voice 
of his deceased wife ; and dechred her intention 
for having the chair brought to the church-pocch 
was to render the proceedhig Ae more rnyste^. 
rions and incomprehensible in case of a scrutiny.. 
On c<mcluding this mehmcboly tale, she fetched 9 
deep sigh, and instantly expired* 
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ASlAiKY, vf}M> were perj^pnaUy acquainted ivitb. 
]Mx« Junker, bave frequeatly keard bim relate the 
following anecdote. 

fiei^ Pro&s4or of Awitomy^ be once ptoeiired, 
^<Mr diaseotioa, the bodies a>f twacrimittaU whohaici 
be«ti baofped. The key of the dissecting rooia 
not being immediately at band^ when tbey wei^ 
carried home to biio» be ordered them to be laid 
down in a closet which oj^ened into his own apart-* 
m^it. The evening came; and Junker, according 
to custom* proceeded to resume bis Uteiary labour^ 
before be reticed t^ rest. Jt was now near mid* 
night, and all his ibmiiy were &st asleep^ wb^ h^ 
heard a ramUing noise in bis do^et: thinl4jB^ 
^t, by sovie mistake» the cat bad been shut up 
^ith the dead bodies^ he arose» and, t^jjiing tba 
candle^ went to see wba€ had happened. But 
what must hai^e been hb astonAsbmentt or rather 
bis panic, on perceiting.tbat the s^ck, which con* 
tained the two bodies> rm rent theouigh the mid* 

die* 
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(fle« He approached^ ahd found that one of them 
was gone. 

The doors and windows were weM secured, and' 
he thought it impossible the bodies could have 
been stolen. He tremblingly looked round the 
closet, and observed the dead man seated in a> 
comer. 

Junker stood for a moment motionless: the 
dead man« seemed to look towards him ; he moved 
both to the right and left, but the dead man stUI 
kept his eyes upon him. 

The Professor then retired, step by step, with 
His eyes stiU fixed upon the object of his alarm*, 
and holding thexandle in his hand, until he reached* 
the door. The dead man instantly started up) 
and followed him. A figure of so hideous an ap^ 
pearance, naked, and in motion, ^e lateness of 
the hour, the deep silence which prevailed— every 
thing concurred to overwhelm him with confusion* 
He let £ill the only candle which he had burning; 
and all was darkness. He made his escape to bis 
bed-chamber, and threw himself on the bed : tfai^ 
ther, however, he was pursued ; and he soon Mt Hf/^ 
dead man embracing his legs, and loudly sobbing; 
Repeated cries of " Leave me!' leave me!" re* 
leased Junker from the grasp of the dead man ; who 
now exclaimed, *' Ah ! good executioner ! good 
executioner 1 have merey upon.me.'' 
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> Junker soon, perceived the cause of what had 
teppened, and resumed his fortitude. He in^ 
fornKd the re^aaimated sufferer who he reaAly was^ 
4uk1 made a motien, in order to call up some <^ the 
family. '< You wish then to destroy me/' ex« 
elaiitied the criminal. ** If you call any one, my 
adventure will become puUic, and I shall be taken^ 
and .execitted a seeond time. In the name of hu^ 
manity^ I implore you, to save my life.^ 
« The physician struck a )ight, detdcated hif 
guest' with an old night-gpwn/and, having made him 
take off a cordial, requested to know what had 
bronght him to the gibbet. It would have been a 
truly singular exhibition, observed Junker,, to^hdve 
seen me, at that late hour, engaged in a tHe-^iiH 
with a deadnann^ decked out in a night-gown^ 
. The poor wretch infonned him, that he had en^^ 
listed as a soldier, but that having no great attach- 
ment to the professron, he had determined to de- 
liert; that he had unfortunately entrusted his ' se» 
cret to a kind of crimp, a fellow of no principle^ 
who recommended him to a woman, in. whose 
h|^e he was to remain concealed : that this wo- 
man had discovered his retreat io the off cers of 
the police, &c* 

i Junker was extremely perplexed how to save 
the poor man. It was impossible to retain him 
in his own house, and keep the affiur a secret ;( 

and 



W TKS mSJkD JfAJf> Atr& 

mA to txim him. out cJ <kK>r9». mss t!» «sfMisQ bidi 
t0 cerlain d«9txuclioQ. He thet cfore resolved tn 
€oiiduc!l kijK QiU of ti^e eily, ift ordei: . ^Hit be 
•M^ht get into & feceiga. jurisdtctioa; but it was 
neeessory to pass; the gates oi the city, which wese 
9li!ic% gaaxded* To accon^sk this. pomt» h^ 
dreaaedthe nmniaisoMfi of bisi old ckthes, covered 
him laiA a chyaic^ and, at an earlij^ Jfeowc, set out 
for the country, with kb jarol^^ behiad hiaw Oa 
aativing at the city gate*, where: he was vel} kaown, 
he said in a hamed tane, that he had been sent 
bt ta visit a sick peisiiQ who* was dying in the 
cobsrhsu He aias ptcmittad tiok passu Having h«ti^ 
gat iota tibe of^aii fiekb> the desaiter tl^«w hiBU> 
mH al the feet oi bis. delivamr, ta whom, h^ wnoed 
eternai gratitaide ; aad^ after facejwhfeg sowe pecir 
mary assiataaec, daparttd, ofieimg utp pnyaia for 
hia happiaess. 

Twelve yeaf» aftet, Juq^, baviiig oocasiatt 4^ 
g(^ to Amsteffdam^ was aecoeted o» the Exchange 
by a man well-dressed aad of the best appcaianeev 
whov he had been isfovaied, wasi one of the aiost 
raspeetable ntevchaats in. that oky. The i||ri^ 
dianty ia a polite maoaer, ia€|uired whether he 
was not Professor Junker, of Halle ; and, odabeittg 
aasweted in the afinqative/he xeqae&ted, ia an 
eMmest manner, his- eoBHMuty to diaaer. The 
Pralessor eonsented. Hating reached the mer* 

chant's 
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chant's house, he was shewn into an elegant apart- 
ment, where he found a beantiful wife, and two 
fine healthy chpMk'^i : bnt be coold sqartely sup* 
press his astonishment at meeting with so cordial 
a reception from a ianuly with whom, he thought^ 
he was entirely vnaeqiraiiited. 

After dinner, the merchant, taking him into his 
counting-room, said, ** You do not recollect me V 
^'' Not at siL''^" But I wett recolkct yoo; aad 
igieYcr sl^ll your features be. effiiced: fKKVi my rt^ 
membrance^ Your sM^e my beneAclM'. I an ih« 
person wha came ta life io yavr dcvsel, aoi to 
whom you paid SQ much atteutioo. Oa pwtiiig 
from you, I to^k Urn road ta i^QUaad. I wrat» i^ 
good handy was tolerably expert at aiccouAtss my 
figure wa» aom«wba[t inteiesitiag; ap4 I $o#4 ^ 
tallied employmeut as «< merchaot^i d^vk. HB^ 
good conduct, aod my zeal for tbe interf^lft of «} 
patron, procured me bis coEfidBnce» and h&i 
dai^bter'» love. On his retiriBg ftom bumess^ I 
succeeded him, and became bi& son4it-hiw. Butl 
for yoH^ however, I should not haveirved to eicpe* 
lieace all tb^e enjoyments. Henceforth, look 
upon my house, my fortune, and mysdfi a3 at your 
disposal.'' 

Those who possess the smalUst povtion of aen&i- 
bility, cam easily represesist to themselves Ibe feel* 
ings of Junker. 

THB 
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On March the 19th, 1765, four bucks assembled 
at an inn in Grantham, to drink a glass, and plaj 
a game of cards. The glass circulating very briskly,* 
before midnight, they became so intoxicated, that 
fiot one of them was able to determine how the 
game stood ; and seTeral^Slsputes, interspersed witlr 
a considerable number of oaths, ensued, till thej 
agreed to let the cards lie, and endeavour to drink 
diemselves sober. Shortly after they resumed the 
game, and each man imagining himself capable ot 
directing the rest, they soon came again to very 
kigh words ; when the waiter, fearful' that some bad* 
eonsequences might ensue, let them know it was 
iiear three o'clock, and, if any gentleman pleased, 
he would wait on them home : but, instead of com- 
plying with his request, the geniuses looked upon 
it as an indignity offered them, and declared, with 
the most horrid imprecations, that not one of them 
would depart till day-light. But, in the height of 
their anger, an uncommon noise in the chimney 

engagedi 
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engaged their atteation* when, on looking towar^^ 
the iire-place» a black spectre made its appearance^ 
and crying out in a hollow meuaciog tone — '* My 
father has sent me far you, infamous reprobates T 
They all, in the greatest fright, ^ew out of the 
room> without staying to take their hats, in broken 
accents confessing their sins* and begging for-mercy. 
It appears, that the master of the inn, finding he 
could not get rid of his troublesome guests, and 
having a chimney-sweeper in his house sweeping 
other chimneys, he gave the boy directions to de- 
scend into the room as above related, whilst he 
•tood at a distance, and eiyoyed the droll scene 
<4 the bucks' flights 



THE 

CRIPPLEGATE GHOST. 

The following story, well authenticated in the 
neighbourhood of Cripplegate, will convince the 
reader, that vicious intentions are sometimes pro- 
ductive of much good to the parties they intended 
to injure. 

' A gentlewoman in that parish, having lain for 
some days in a trance, was at length laid out and 
buried for dead, with a gold ring on her finger. 

The 



49ie w%ttfn Icnoitnig tfaere<^^ he and hb urife, wrtk' 
n 4«m^Aiora and candle, weat prifatdy Ibe next 
lught,Tnid -da^ up the coffin^ opened it, untied 
tile winding-sheet, and was going to cut oiF her 
fingerfor liie sake of the valnable ting buried with 
her, they not being otherwise aUe to remove it * 
wlien, snrddenly, the lady raised herself up (being 
jttst then smpposed miraculously to come out of 
her trance). The setton and his wife tan away 
in a borriblc fright, leaving tfoeir fanthom behind 
"ftem*; which the lady took up, and made tm^ 
home to her bouse. When knocking hard at the 
door, the maid servant asked whx) was there 1 
** Tis I, your mistress," repliedtheiady; ** and do, 
for God's sake, let me in immediately, as I am 
very cold.'' The maid being much surprised 
and terrified at this reply, neglected to open the 
door, ran away to her master, and acquainted him 
with the eh^cumstanoe ; wSio w^d scarcely believe 
her tale, till he went himself to the door, and 
heard his wife relate the dreadful particulars. 
He immediately kt lier in, put her into a warm 
bed; and, by being well looked after, she soon 
peffeetly recovered, and lived to have three chil- 
dren afterwards. 

Thfe extraordinary resuscitation is conje^ured, 
trf the faculty, to be occasioned by the sudden cit- 

^ culatioti 
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ef fbe biood mi Ubit yittiin's flltt€n|rting to 
eut off die fittffr. 

' A iBoniinieRt, ivilh ft ctiiioiis nscv^ifooi 6f 
ir, k stiU to be 90eB.oi Gripplegate diavbh. 
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VENTRILOQUIST. 

The IbiloiriDg aneedo^tes ti^velaied hy tbeAbM 
<kf h, CkfipeUe^ of the F^enach Academy* 
' This genHenmi, faavmg heftf d maiiy sarprinng 
circuBistaiiee$ feMed ^ORcerning one Monsiear 
St. Gile, a ^rocer^ at St. GkermaiB en Ijiye, near 
f^hy whose i»t<}insbkig povi^rs as a ^veatriioqvsit 
bad given ooeasiofi to maoy sm^ku* and divertn^ 
teenes, fomed tbe resoiation to see him. Struck 
by tbe many marvelloas aBeedo4tts related con* 
ceroang liin, tbe Abbi§ judged it aetffiissary first to 
ascertaan tbe tmtb by tbe testni<my of his own 
semes, 'and then to inquire nito tbecasse and anm^ 
oer in wbicb tiie phenomeQa were produced. 
' After «>aie fu^iifjamtory and neoeesaty steps (foa- 
Monvienr St^'Gilk, he bad been told, did not ehnae 
to gratify tbe eufiosity df evi^ one), the Abb6 
wailed upon 4iiin^ infoyrmed bim <0f his design, and 
ve^ ei»rd«d:ly itsiceiTed. He was taken into a 

parlour 
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pariourmi the ^ound*floor; wben MoiirieiirSt) 
Gille and himself sat on the opposite sides pf .9 
small fire/ with (»ily a table between them, the 
Abb^ keeping his eyes constaotly fixed on Mon«i 
sieur St. Gille all the time. Half an hour had 
passed, duping whicli that gentleman diverted the 
Abb6 with a relation of. many comic scenes which 
he had given occasion to by this talent of his; 
when, all on a sudden, the Abb6 beard himself 
called by his name and title, in a voice that 
deemed to come from from the roof of a house at 
a distance. He was almost petrified with asto* 
nishment: on recollecting himself, however, he 
asked Monsieur St. Gille whether he had not 
just then given him a specimen of his art? He 
was answered only by a smile. But while the Abb^ 
3vas pointing to the house from which the voice 
had appeared to him to proceed, his surprise was 
augmented on hearing himself answered, ** It, was 
not from tbftt quarter,'' apparently in th^ same 
kind of voice as before, but which now seemed to 
issue from under the earth, at one of the comers 
of the room. In short, this factitious voice played^ 
as it were, every where about h\m, and seemed, to 
proceed from any quarter or distance from which 
the operator chose to transmit it to him. The 
illusion was so very strong, that, prepared atf the 
Abb6 was for this kind of conversation, hh mere 

senses 
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senses u'ere absolutely incapable of undeceiving 
.hip. Though conscious that the voice proceeded 
from the mouth of Monsieur St. Gille, that gentle- 
man appeared absolutely mute while he was exer- 
cising this talent ; nor could the author perceive 
any change whatever in his countenance. He ob- 
served, however, at this first visit, that Monsieur » 
St. Gille contrived, but without any affectation, to 
present only the profile of his face to him, while 
he was speaking as a ventriloquist. 

The next experiment made was no less curioui) 
than the former, and is related as follows — 

Monsieur St. Gille, returning home from a place 
where his business had carried him, sought for 
shelter, from an approaching thunder-storm, in a 
neighbotiting convent. Finding the whole com« 
munity in mourning, he inquires the cause, and is 
told, that one of their body had lately died, who 
was the ornament and delight of the whole society. 
To pass away the time, he walks into the church, 
attended by some of the religious, who shew him 
the tomb of their deceased brother, and speak feel- 
ingly of the scanty honours they had besto^ved 
on his memory. Suddenly, a voice is heard, ap- 
parently proceeding from the roof of the choir, la- 
menting the situation of the deceased in purgatory, 
and reproaching the brotherhood with their luke- 
warmness and want of zeal on his account. The 

E friars. 
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friars, as soon as their astonishment gave tlieiii 
power to speak, consult together, and agree to ac- 
quaint the rest of the community with this singv* 
lar event, so interesting to tlie whole society. 

Monsieur St.Oiile, who wished to carry on the 
deception still further, dissuaded them iVom taking 
this step; telling them, that they will be treated by 
their absent brethren as a set of fools and vision- 
aries. He recommended to them, however, the 
immediately calling the whole community into the 
church, when the ghost of their departed brother 
may, probably, reiterate his complaints. Accord-s 
ingly, all the friars, novices, lay-brothers, and even 
the domestics of the convent, are immediately 
summoned and collected together. In a short 
time, the voice from the roof renewed its lamenta^ 
lions and reproaches ; and the whole convent fell 
on their faces, and vowed a solemn reparation. As 
a' first step, they chaunted a De Profundis in ftiU 
choir; during the intervals of which, the ghost 
occasionally expressed the comfort he received 
from their pious exercises and ejaculations on his 
behalf. When all was over, the prior entered into 
a serious conversation with Monsieur St. Gille; 
and, on the strength of what had just passed, sa- 
gaciously inveighed against the absurd incredulity 
of our modern sceptics, and pretended philoso- 
phers, as to the existence of ghosts or apparitions. 

Monsieur 



M#nskur St* Gille tfaougbt it now faigb tine to 
ttsde6eiTe the good fathers. This purpose^ horn* 
cTer, he fotttid extvenely diffiosit to effect, till he 
bffd |>nsvaikd upon them to return with him into 
tlie t)hijHrch, find there be if itncsges of the manner 
In which be had conducted this ludicroui de* 
eeption* 

In cottftequaice ef these memoirs, presented bf 
Ike atithor to the Royal Academy of Sciences at 
ParisytB which he communicated to tliein the ob- 
servations that he had collected on the snb^ct of 
l^etitriioquism in general, and those be had made 
en Monsieur St Gille im pattteukr; that ieaifted 
h6dy deputed two of its members, M. de Feudqr 
and Le Roi, to acc^Mnpany him to St. Geivoaia'^n!^ 
Laye, in order to verify the facts, and to matte their 
tibservstions on the nature ami causes of this ex- 
traordinary faculty. In tlie course of this inq«iry» 
)i very singukr plan was laid and executed, to put 
kfonsiear St.Gille's powers of deception to the 
tTial, by engaging him to exert tliem in the presence 
^a large party, consisting of the commis^ries of the 
Academy, and some persons of the highest quality, 
who were to dine in the open forest near St. Gep- 
main-en-Laye on a particular day. All the meoK 
tiers of t;his party Were in the secret, except a cee^ 
tain lady, here designated by the tiUe of the Cam^ 
less de B. who was pitched upon as a pi^er person 
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for Monsieur St. G tile's delusive pdwers, lis .aka 
knew nothing either of him . or of ventriloquiMv^; 
and' possibly for: another reason, which the Abb^» 
through pohteness, suppresses;- She had be^n %oid 
in general, that this party, had been fornlediii c^nr 
sequence of a report, that an aeri^ spirit hadl 
lately established itself in the forest of St. Gkr- 
main-en-Laye ; - and that a grand deputatiqn> fipm 
the Academy- of Sciences was to pass the day 
there, to inquirlB into the. reality of the fapt.. 
. Monsieur St. Gille was one, of the iirst of this 
select pdrty; and, previous to his joining the 
cosnipany in ^he forest, be > cbmpletely deceived 
one^of the Couunissaries of the Academy, who 
was then walking apart from the rest, and whom he 
accidentally met. Just as he was abreast of hing 
prepared and guarded as tb^ academician was 
against a deception of this )cind, he verily believed 
that he heard his associate M. de Foucfaj^ who 
was then with the leompany at above ,an hundred 
yards distance, calling ^ter him to return as expe- 
ditiously as possible. His valet, too« aftef re- 
peating to his master the purport of M. de Fou- 
chy's supposed exclamatiop^.tiirn^ ab^ut to^svards 
the company, and, with the gr^ateM sipaplioity 
imaginable, bawled out as,.l<Hid as be .could» in 
answer to him, " Yes, Sir." 
After this promising beginning, the .party sat 

down 
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if own to dinner; ' and the aerial spirit, who had 
been previously furnished with proper anecdotes 
l«especting the company, soon began to address 
the Countess of B. particularly, in a voice that 
seemed to be in the air over their heads. Some- 
times he spoke to her from the tops of the trees 
around them, or from the surface of the ground, 
but at a great distance ; and at other times seemed 
to speak from a considerable depth under her feet* 
During the dinner, the spirit appeared to be abso- 
lutely inexhaustible in the gallantries he addressed 
to her; though he sometimes said civil things to 
the rest of the company. This kind of conversa- 
tibn lasted above two hours; and, in fine, the 
Codntcss was fil-mly petsnaded, as the rest of the 
eompany affected to be, that this was the voice of 
an aerial spirit : nor would she, as the author af- 
firms, have been undeceived, had not the rest of 
the company, by their unguarded behaviour, at 
length excited in her some suspicions. The little 
plot against her was then owned ; and she ac- 
knowledged herself to be mortified only in being 
awakened from such a pleasing delusion. 

Several other instances of Monsieur St. Gille's 
talent are related. He is not, however, the only 
ventriloquist now in being. . The author, in the 
course of his inquiries on this subject, was in- 
formed, that the Baron de Mengin, a German 

E 3 nobleman. 
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nobleman, possessed this art in a very iiigb degree. 
The Baron has also constructed a little puppet, 
or doU, (the lower jaw of which he moTes by a 
particular contrivance), with which he holds a 
spirited kind of dialogue. In the course of it, the 
little virago is so impertinent, that at last he 
thrusts her into his pocket; from whence she 
seems, to those present, to grumble, and complain 
of her hard treatment. Some time ago, the BaroB» 
who was then at the court of Bareith, being im 
compaiky with the Prince de Deux Fonts, and 
other noblemen, amused them with this scene* An 
Irish officer, who was then present, was so firmlj 
persuaded that the Banm's doll wa» a real liring: 
animal, previously taught by him to repeat tbes* 
lesponses, that he watched his opportunity at the 
elose of the dialogue, and suddenly made an ad* 
tempt to snatch it from his pocket* The little 
doll, as if in danger of being suffocated, during 
the struggle occasioned by this attempt, called ont 
for help, and screarned incessantly from the 
pocket, till the officer desisted. She then became 
silent ; and the Baron was obliged to take her ont 
from thence, to convince him, by handling her, 
that she was a mere piece of wood. 

It should have been observed, at the beginning 
of the Abba's anecdotes, that ventriloquism is 
the art of vocal deception. It is an art, or quality, 
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|H>ssessed by certain persoos> by means of which 
they are enabled to speak inwardly, having the 
power of forming speech by drawing the air into 
the lungs ; and to modify the voice in such a man- 
ner as to make it seem to proceed from any dis- 
tance, or in any direction whatever. 

There is no. doubt but many of these deceptions 
have been magnified by weak people into tliose 
dreadful stories of apparitions and hobgoblins, 
which the credulous and enthusiastic are too apt 
implicitly to believe. 



THE 

SCHOOL-BOY APPARITION. 

Ji, FBW years since, the inhabitaBts of Dorking, 
ki Surrey, entertained a BotioB» that a ghost walked 
IB a certain place in that neighbourhood ; and that 
Ae (for it was an ancient kdy, lately dead) was 
seen hovering about the mansion-house, which was 
left uniirfiabited for some time; that she would be up 
and down in the house very often in the day-time, 
makuig .a rumbling and a clattering noise ; and 
in the night-time she walked in the neighbouring 
fields, with a candle in her hand, and tbpujgh the 
wind blew ever so hard, it would uU l^low the 
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candle out; that sometimes she would appear id 
the open fields, sometimes up in the trees ; and, 
in particular, there was a little heath near Dorking, 
called Cotman Dean, where, it was said, she was 
frequently seen. 

There was a boarding-school of boys in that 
town, some of whom were particularly roguish, 
and contrived all this walking, from the beginning 
to the end. First, they got a small rope : and,* 
tying one end of it to an old chair which stood in 
an upper room of the house (for they had found 
the means to get in and out of the house at plea- 
sure), they brought the other end of the rope down 
on the other side of the house, in a private place^ 
where it could not easily be seen ; and by this they 
pulled the old chaii; up, and then let it fall dpwn 
again : this v made a great noise in fhe house, and 
Vr2LS heard distinctly by many of the neighbours. 
Then other boys of the same gang took .care to 
call out the old women in the next houses, that 
now they might hear the old lady playing her 
pranks; and, accordingly, they would all assemble 
in the court-yard, where they could plainly hear 
tlie noises, but not one .of them would venture to 
go up stairs. If anyone offered to go a little way 
up, then all was quiet ; but, as soon as ever they 
retired, the rumbling would begin again. This 
was the day's deception. 

la 
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In the night, one of these unlucky boys got a 
dark lanthorn, Avhich was a thing, at that time, 
the country -people did not understand ; and with 
this he walked about the orchard, and two or 
three closes near the house, shewing the light in 
different directions. His comrades would theti 
'call all the old women about them to see it. Then, 
on a sudden, the light would seem to go out, as 
the boy closed up the lanthorn. Then he would 
run swiftly* across the whole field, and shew his 
light again on the other side. Now he would be 
up in a tree, then in the road, then upon the middle 
of the heath ; so that the country-people made no 
more question, but that the old lady walked with 
a candle in her hand, and that they saw the light 
of it ; in ar word, it passed for an apparition, and 
was generally conceived as such by the neighbour- 
hood, till the knavery was discovered, the boys^ 
punished, and the tov. as-people laughed at foK 
their credulity. 
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CREDULOUS PEASANTS. 



No longer s^ tban the year 1788, when the htts- 
tmndmen of Paris sufiered so severely by the de* 
Tastation on the 13th of July in that year, many 
of the fermers were positively so superstitious 
at their own created fears, that, notwithstandinj^ 
considerable sums were offered to indemnify them 
for their losses, and to encourage them to carry- 
on with spirit the cultivation of their lands, with 
new seeds, new implements, &c. they peremptorily 
refused, on account of a foolish reporl that was- 
then prevalent in some parts of the country where 
the storm happened. They said, that two giants* 
were seen peeping out of the clouds, and threat- 
ening, with terrible countenances, gigantic frowns^ 
and high-sounding words, that they would retunr 
next year, on the same thirteenth day of July, with 
a greater scourge than they then felt. Terrified 
either at the imagined report, or at the fancied 
sight of the giants (which terror and a weak brain 
will often produce), many of the unhappy sufferers 
abandoned their houses, and commenced beggars^ 
rather than return to the labours of the field ; so 

great 
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great was tlieir affrigbt, in consequence of that 
tremendous storm. 

This story, though hardly credible, may be de- 
pended on as a fact, and may be seen in many of 
the public prints ot that tine* 



TB1& 

NOCTURNAL DISTURBERS. 

The following authentic story is related by Dr. 
Plot, in his Natural History of Oxfordshire. 

Soon after the mnrder of King Charles the First, 
a conimissiott was appointed to survey the King's 
house at Woodstoi^ with the manor, park, woods, 
and other demesnes thereunto belonging : and one 
Collins, under a feigned name, hired htinself as 
Secretary to the Cotiimissioners ; who, upon the 
thirteenth of October 1649, met, and took up their 
residence in the King's own rooms. His Majesty's 
bed-chamber they made their kitchen ; the council- 
hail, their pantry ; and the presence-chamber was 
the place wh<^re they sat for the dispatch of busi« 
ness. His Majesty's dining-room they made their 
wood-yard, and stored it with the Vood of the fa- 
nous royal oak, from the high park ; which, tiiat 
nothing might be left with the name ^ the Kmg 

E 6 about 



M NOCTURNAL DISTURBERS. 

about it, they had dug up by the robots, and splif, 
and bundled up into faggots for their firing. 

Things being thus prepared, they sat on the 16th 
of the same month for the dispatch of business; and 
in the midst of their iirst debate, there entered a 
large black dog, as they thought, which made a 
dreadful howling, overturned two or three of their 
chairs, and then crept under a bed, and vanished. 
This gave them the greater surprise, as the doors 
were kept constantly locked, so that no real dog 
could get in or out. The next day, their surprise 
was increased ; when, sitting at dinner in a lower 
room, they heard plainly the noise ©f persons 
walking over their heads, though they well knew 
the doorstwere all locked, and there could be no- 
body there. Presently after, they beard also all 
the wood of the King's oak brought by parcels 
^^ from tlie dining-room, and thrown with great vio- 
> lence into the chamber; as also the chairs, stools, 
tables, and other furniture, forcibly hurled about 
the room ; their own papers of the minutes of their 
transactions torn; and the ink-glass broken. When 
this noise had some time ceased, Giles Sharp, their 
Secretary, proposed to enter first into these rooms ; 
and, in presence of the Commissioners, of whom 
be received the key, he opened the doors, and 
found the wood spread about the room, the chairs 
tossed about, and broken, the papers torn, and the 
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ink-glass broken (as has been said); bnthotthe 
least track of any human creature, nor the least 
reason to suspect one, z^ the doors were all fast, 
and the keys in the custody of the Commissioners. 
It was therefore unanimously agreed, that the 
power who did this mischief must have entered the 
room at the key-hole. 

The night following. Sharp, the Secretary, 
with two of the Commissioners' servants, as 
they were in bed in the same room (which 
room was contiguous to that where the Com- 
missioners lay), had their bed's feet lifted so 
much higher than their heads, that they expected 
to have their necks broken ; and then they were 
let fall at once with so much violence, as shook 
the whole house, and more than ever terrified the 
Commissioners^ 

On the night of the nineteenth, as all were 
in bed in the same room for greater safety, 
and lights burning by them, the candles in an 
instant went out with a sulphurous ^ smell : and, 
that moment, many trenchers of wood were hurled 
about the room ; which, next morning, we're found 
to be the same their Honours had eate^off the day 
before, which were all removed from the pantry, 
though not a lock was found opened in the whole 
house. The next night, they still fared worse: 
the candles went out as before ; the curtains of 
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their Hoiiour»' bed» were rattled to and fro wkb 
great if Mence ; their Honeiirs received many cruel 
Uows aod bruisesl^y eight great pewter dishes, and 
a number of wooden trenchers, being thrown on 
their beds, which being heaved off were heard^roll* 
ittg about the room, though in the morning none ot 
them were to be seen. The following night, like* 
wife, they were alarmed with the tumbling down 
of oaken billets about their beds, and other frightfuii 
noises : but all was clear in the morning, as if no 
such thing had happened. The next night, tb& 
keeper of tfie King's house, and his dog, lay in the 
GcMumissioners' room ; and then thev had no di»* 
tnrbanee. But, on the niglit of the twenty-second, 
though the dog lay in the room as before, yet tl» 
candles went out, a number of brickbats fe]l from 
the chimney into the room, the dog howled pite* 
onsly, their bed*clothes were all stripped off, and 
their terror increased. On the twenty-fourth 
night, they thought all the wood of the King's oak 
was viokntly thrown down 1^ their bed-sides; 
they counted sixty-four billets that fel^ and some 
hit and shook the beds in which they lay : but in 
the morning none were found there, nor had the 
door been opened where the billet-wood was kept» 
The next night, the candles were put out, the cur- 
tains rattled, and a dreadful crack like thunder 
IKas heard; and one ol the e^nnuato^ ruDning to 

see 
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see if his master was not killed^ found three doaea 
of trenchers laid smootbty under the quilt bj^ 
fajm. 

But all this was notbiog to what succeeded a^ 
terwards. The twenty-ninth^ about midni^t, the 
candles went out; something walked nnyestically 
through the room, and opened and shut the win-* 
dows ; great stones were thrown violently into the 
room, some of which fell on the beds, others on 
the floor; and about a quarter after one, a noise 
was heard, as of forty cannon discharged together^ 
and again repeated at about eight minutes dis- 
tance. This alarmed and raised all the neighbour- 
hood ; who, coming into their Honours' room, ga- 
thered up the great stones, fourscore in number^ 
and laid them in the corner of a fields where, in Dn 
Plofs time, who reported this story, they were to 
be seen. This noise, like the discharge of cannon^ 
was heard through all the country for sixteea 
miles round. During these noises, which were 
heard in both rooms together, the Commissioners 
and their servants gave one another over €(xr lost, 
and cried out for help ; and Giles Sharps snatch* 
ing up a sword, bad well nigh killed one of their 
Honours, mistaking him for the spirit, as he came 
in his shirt, from his own room to theirs. While 
tbey were together, the noise was continued, and 
part of tiie tiling oi the house was stripped ol( 
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and all the windows* of an upper reom were taken" 
away with it. 

On the thirtieth, at midnight, something walked 
into the chamber, treading like a bear ; it walked 
many times about, then threw a warming-pan vio- 
lently on the floor: at the same time a large quan- 
tity of broken glass, accompanied with great 
stones, and horses' bones, came pouring into the 
room, with uncommon force ; these were all found* 
in the morning, to the astonishment and terror of 
the Commissioners, who were yet determined to go 
on with their business. 

But, on the first of November, the most dread- 
ful scene of all ensued. Candles in every part of 
the house were lighted up, and a great fire made. 
At midnight, the candles all yet burning, a noise, 
like the burst of a cannon, was heard in the room, 
and the burning billets were tossed about by it 
even into their Honours' beds; who called Giles 
and his companions to their relief, otherwise the 
house had been burned to the ground. About an 
hour^ after, the candles went out as usual ; the 
crack of as many cannon was heard ; and many 
pailfirls of green stinking water were thrown upon 
their Honours' beds ; great stones were thrown in, 
as before; the bed-curtains and bedsteads torn> 
and broken; the windows shattered; and the 
t^hole neighbourhood alaimed with the most 
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dreadful noises; nay, the very rabbit-stealers that 
were ^abroad that night, in the warren, were so ter- 
riiied> that they fled for fear, and left their ferretg 
behind them. One of their Honours, this night, 
spoke; and, in the name of God, asked what it 
was, and why it disturbed them so? No answer 
was giTen to this, but the noise ceased for a while 7 
when the spirit came again, and, as they all agreed, 
brought with it seven devils worse than itself. One 
•f the servants now lighted a large candle, and 
placed himself in the door-way, hetyveen the twd 
chambers, to see what passed ; and, as he watched^ 
he plainly saw a hoof striking the candle and eandle-* 
Btick into the middle of the room, and afterwardfl^ 
making three sciapes over the snuff, scraped it out; 
Upon this the same person wa9 so bold as todraw^ 
a sword ; but he had scarce got it out, when h^ 
felt an invisible hand had hold of it too, and 
pulled with him for it, and, at length prevailing, 
struck him so violently on the head with the 
hilt, that he £p11 down for dead with the blow. 
At this instant was heard another burst like the 
discharge of the broadside of a ship of war ; and, at 
about a minute or two*s distance each, no less than 
nineteen more such. These shook the house so 
violently, that they expected every moment it would 
fall upon their heads. The neighbours on this, as ha^ 
been said, being all alarmed, flocked to the hous^^ 
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in great omnbe^s, and alt joined ia prayer aad 
p8al«i*s«ngiBg ; during wUcfa the notee «till coati- 
aiied in the other roone^ ami the report of eitt- 
Qoa was heard a» from without^ tfaou^ no Tisibk 
agent was seen to discharge them. 

But what was the most alarmiag of aH, and pal 
an end to their proeeedinga effectually, b8|^>eaed 
the nextrday, as they were all at dinner; when a 
|Mqf>er, ia which they had signed a mataal agree- 
aneat to reserve a part of the premises out of the 
feaeral survey* and afterwards to share it equally 
amongst them, (which psqper tbey had hid for tha 
present, under the earth in a pot, ia oae comer of 
Ihe room, and in which an orange tree grew), waa 
consumed in a wonderful manner, by the earth'a 
taking fire, with which the pot was filled, and 
burning violently with a blue flame, and aa intole* 
table staich, so that they were all driven out of 
the house, to which they could never again be pva» 
vailed upoa to return. 

. This wonderful contrivance was all the inventioil 
of the memorable Joseph CoUins, oi Oxford^ 
otherwise called Famty Joe; who, having hired 
hiBiself for their Secretary, under the name of 
Giles Sharp, by kaowing the private traps belong- 
ing to the house, and the help otpmlvkfulmman^, 
VDtd other chemical preparations, and letting his 
fdlow-aervants into the scheme^ carried on the 
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deceit, ^without discovery, to the very last* so dex* 
trously, that the late Dr. Plot, b his Natural Hit- 
tory, relates the whole for &ct, ia the giraveal 
rnamier. 



MARESCHAL SAXE, 

AND 

THE HAUNTED CASTLE. 

The fbllowiog veiy remarkaMe adveoitm-e, whicli 
befel the Mareschal de Saxe, whilst returning to 
his country-seat, near Dresden* in Saxony, haa 
often been related by him to his frienda and ao* 
qnatntance; and, as the Mareschal was not test 
filmed for his love of truth, than for fab heroio 
courage as a warrior, none of theaa evor donlile4 
flte truth of his relation* 

'* Returning,^' says the Mareschal* '* from Urn 
fiitigues of a very active campaign to my country^ 
seat, in order to seek, in retirement, some relaxa* 
tion during the remainder of the winter* I arrived 
on the third day at a small village, on the verge 
of an extensive forest. At about half a league 
from this village, stood an andeol caxtle, in which 
some o£ the country-people were usually wont ta 
take up their abode* and from which they had ot 

late 
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late been driven, according to their account. By 
the nightly appearance of a most terrific spectre, 
whose visit was announced by the most hideous 
groans. On conversing with some of the viHagers,'' 
observes the Mareschal, " I found that an univer- 
sal terror pervaded the whole neighbourhood ; 
many of them declaring they had actually seen 
the dreadful ghost, whilst others, taking their de- 
claration for granted, promulgated the story, ac« 
cording as their imaginations were mote or less 
affected by their fears. 

** Willing, if possible', to comfort these poor pcow" 
pie, and to' convince tbem that their senses were de-* 
ceived, I told tbem they were wrong to suffer their 
fearsr to get the better of their reason, and that if 
any of them had the courage to examine more 
closely into the affair, they would find the whole 
was nothing more than some imposture, or the 
effusion of a superstitious brain, or, at most, a tricfc 
played upon them by some wicked people on pur- 
pose to amuse themselves by sporting with their 
feelings. But I was much disappointed to find 
that my arguments had but little effect. I there- 
fore determined, if possible, to trace the aflair to 
tiie4i>ottom before I departed, in order to dispel 
their fears, and do away the unfavourable impres- 
sion they had so generally entertained of 4fae 
eastle being haunted^ 

*' I now 
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"I i\dtvtolcjLtliein, I.woaldpass a oightinone pf 
the apartmentfr of tbe castle, provided I were fur- 
jiished w^tfa a bed, and otlier necessaries requisite 
&>r sxxch an undertaking. * Moreover/ said I, * if 
tbia gbpsUy personage should honour me with a 
visit, I shall' not fail to propose articles of accom- 
'Q)odation be^t^een you !' • To this they readily 
assf nted, fuid seemed much pleased with my pro- 
^psjtijoa. -. 

.., v'Mn tl^ evening, my bed, fire, and other requi- 
sites, being ready, I was conducted to my new 
alK>de;.4)A entering which, I proposed to some of 
iny conductors to pa^s t{ie night with me, which 
they, one and aU, declined, under various pre- 
tei^es.. * Welt then, my goo^ people,' said I^ ral- 
lying 4heir want of courage, ' the day is now 
closing^ ^pace, I would have you return immedi- 
ately, lest this nightly intruder should intercept 
you in your retreat. Whereupon my companions 
took leaye^ and hastened with all speed from the 
castle. / 

•* Being now alone, I thought it prudent to exa- 
mine the castle with the most minute c£rcumspec- 
tion. After various researches to discover all the 
4private avenues, of the place, I returned to the 
jap^r^ment I proposed sleeping in^ at the further 
end of which I perceived a door that till now I 
bad not diecovered. I essayed to open it, but in 
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VHhiy as it Wfts fastened on the other side. This 
naturally excited my suspicion. I again made the 
attempt, and again was unsuccessful. I then pre^ 
pared to guard myself against a surprise; I there^ 
ibre charged my pistols, and laid them togethef 
with my sword in a convenient place to seize thenft 
on the least alarm. I then took a slight repasf, of 
such provisions as had been prepared for me; 
after which I amused myself, until my usttal hour 
of going to rest, with examining the Gothic deco- 
rations of my apartment, and then laid me down 
on the bed, and, being rather overcome with the 
iatigue of the day, I soon sunk into a profound 
sleep. How long 1 continued in this state, I can- 
not exactly say; but I conjectured it to be about 
midnight, when I was alarmed with the most unac** 
countable noise I had ever heard. I listened a 
few seconds, to ascertain from whence the sound 
came, and soon found it proceeded from without 
the door I had fruitlessly attempted to open, t 
instantly jumped from the bed, seized my arms, 
and was in the act of advancing towards it, deter- 
mined to find out the cause of this disturbance, 
let what would be the consequence; when, sud- 
denly, the door flew open, with the-most tremens 
dous crash. A hollow groan issued from the 
vaults below; and a tall figure of gigantic appear- 
ancci clad in complete armour, rose to myview. 

The 



The figure's ftppeirftni!« wm so sudden and terrific^ 
Aat I could iiol in a aoineBt collect myself suffi> 
eieutly to call out and speak to it; but, a moment 
after, my couiage returned, and, caUing to mind 
tinit I could only fiad safety in my own courageous 
efforts, and not doulitiug but the intruder was a 
moftal like myself, I instantly levelled one of my 
pistols, and fired. The ball struck the breast-plate 
€f the figure, glided quickly off, and lodged in the 
widl. I levelled again, fired, and with the sanM 
effect. I then drew my sword, at the same time 
exclaiming, * Know, that I am the Mareschal de 
Saxe ; that I am a stranger to fear ; and that this 
sword, shall quickly prove whether thou art mor* 
tal or not I' * Be thou the Mareschal de Saxe, or 
the devil,' replied the figure ; ' thy courage here 
can avail thee nought. I have the means to de* 
stroy thee, or an hundred such, in an instant. But^ 
follow me ; thy obedience, only, can ensure thy 
safety.' I now saw that resistance would be vain, 
as several figures clad in armour like the first, and 
well armed, appeared at each door. * Well, then/ 
said I, * since it is so, lead the way ; but, remen^ 
ber, that the first who dares touch me dies, if my 
ovm life is the immediate forfeiture.' 

** We then quitted the apartment by the secret 
door already mentioned; and, descending by a 
circuitous flight of stairs, soon arrived at another 

door. 



^oor, which flew open on our af]|>roach. No 
soooter were we. eateredy than my guide gave^ 
signal to those who followed ; and the door wa» 
instantly shut. A number of Vulcan-like creatures 
now appeared, bearing lighted torches, and lead- 
ing the. way through a winding subterraneous pas* 
sage. We soon came to a spacious arched vault, 
in tvhich I beheld upwards of fifty peritons very 
a<;tively engaged in the various processes of coining. 
The whole mystery was now developed; and I dis- 
covered that, for the first time in my life, I had 
fallen into the hands of a most desperate gang of 
coiners. Escape was now utterly impossible ; nor 
coukl I entertain the most distant hope of succour 
frotu without the castle, as my sudden disappear* 
ance would rather operate to confirm the terror 
of the villagers, tlian stiiuulate them to search 
after nie. 

/^' The man in armour now turned to me, and 
^.ddressed me i^ nearly the following words — 
* You now see for what purpose we are here 
arrived. I am.tbe chief of this band; and it is 
principally to me you may attribute your preserva* 
tion. We have but recently taken up our abode 
iu this castle ; and the plan we have fallen upon 
to terrify the villagers and country round, and 
thereby keep them from pursuing us, has hitherto 
succeeded beyond our most sanguine expectations; 

nor 
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nor was it likely "we shoulA have been disturbed 
for ^ears to come, bad you not visited these parts. 
Of your resolute intention to sleep in the haunted 
i^Ntrtment, we were informed, by our friends witb- 
o«t. Your name also was made known to us; upon 
which an uni^rsal consternation ensued. A^any 
wished to fly, in order to avoid, what they coff- 
eeived, inevitable destruction: others were of opi- 
nion, it would be better to suffer you to enter the 
castle quietly; and as, most likely, you would be- 
attended with but few persons, to dispatch you all 
in the night, and bide jour bodies among the ruins 
in one of the vaults. This last proposition had 
the majority ; as it was considered, that our own 
safety would not only be secured for the present 
by this act, hut it would in all probability prevent 
others from making the like attempt hereafter. 
But this proceeding was happily over-ruled by me 
and a few others^-I say, happily; for tiiough we 
are considered, in the eye of the law, as co-brothers 
with assassins, and midnight robbers, yet God for- 
bid that we should add to our crimes by staining 
our hands with the blood of the innocent. To be 
brief, I promised that, with the aid ^f a few of my 
comp^ions, I would drive you from the castle by 
the same stratagem I have before made use of to 
others, or, if that did not succeed, to secure and 
conduct you by force. Thus hove I explained the 
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cause of your present detention. The regaini&g 
your liberty must eatirely depead on your aeqni* 
eseeuce with our proposals ; and there is a way I 
€»B pohit out^ by which you may seeure both your 
own safety and ours/ ' Name it not then/ said I, in- 
termpting him, ' if it be dishonourable ; lor I had 
rather perish here by your hands, than owe my 
liberty to any conBivance at your iniquities, or be 
the instrument of' your future security i' ' Use your 
own pleasure,' continued he, in a determined tone 
of voice ; ' but you certainly must not depart this 
place until you have bound yourself by your Aoiwtir 
feiotto divulge a secret, on which depend the lives 
of so many persons. That word, once pledged by the 
Mareschal de Saxe, will be a sufficient guarantee 
of our future safety. I could have wished our re- 
quest had been more congenial to your feelings ; 
but our situation is desperate, and consequently 
impels us to enforce, what we would, under all 
other circumstances, have solicited as the least 
of fevours-^your word of honour. 

I paused for several minutes : a confused mur- 
mur now run throughout the whole place, and an 
universal disapprobation at the chtefs forbeaiance 
began now to manifest itself. Add to which, I saw 
the utter impracticability of escape without com- 
plying with their demand ; and I knew that their 
prepossession in my favour was but partial, and of 

course 
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iMmrse tnight sooo give way to their felmer pla» 
0f assassinating me for their safety. If I continiied 
iafleiiiUe» I perceitred my death was inevitable. 
Therefore^ as the majority were favourably in*- 
clined, I made a virtue of necessity, and gave thea 
my word to keep the seeret of tiie whole affidr 
locked within my own breast. * You are now at 
liberty/ said the chiefs * to retarn to your apart- 
ment, where you may rely on being perfectly safe 
until break of day, when you had better depart/ 
Whereupon the doors flew open, and I was con- 
ducted back to my old lodging, where I sat rumi- 
nating on the strangeness of the adventure. 

** Day now appearing, I quitted the castle, and 
hied me to the village, where I found most of the 
inhabitants already in waiting, eager to hear how 
I made out with the ghost. Numberless were 
their interrogatories, which I only answered, by 
telling them I was not at liberty to disclose what 
I had seen and heard. Their old opinions were 
now more fully confirmed than ever; and, I believe* 
from that moment none have had courage to ven- 
ture near the castle after dark ; and it is probable 
that, to this day, the whole mystery has never been 
truly explained to their satis&ction. Shortly after, 
I set out on my journey, and soon arrived in safety 
at my own domain. 

** About four years after this, a person rode up to 
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4ay gate, leading a couple of beautiful chargeiB, 
which he delivered, with a letter addressed to me, 
into the hands of my domestics ; and, having so 
done, he clapped spurs to his horse, and disap- 
peared in an instant. On opening the letter, I 
found it contained nearly the following words — 

* From the pretended Ghost of the Haunted Castle, 

' to the Mareschal de Saxe. 

* Brave Mareschal — ^You are now at liberty to 

* divulge the secret of our afiair in the haunted 

* castle. Our fortunes are now made ; and, ere 

* you receive this, we shall be far from hence. 

* But remember, that whatever the world may say 

* as to the propriety of keeping your word with 

* men like us, know, that the honour of a prince *, 

* once pledged, should be kept inviolable, even 
' though given in a bad cause. My companions 
' desired me to beg your acceptance of the horses 

* you will receive herewith, as a mark of their 
^ most grateful acknowledgments. Adieu ! May 

* you live long, and be happy. '— " 

* The Mareschal was the son of a King. 
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REMARKABLE RESUSCITATION. 



In the first volume of the Causes CeUbres, a po- 
pular French work, is the following extraordinary 
story, which occasioned a serious law-suit. 

Two men in trade, who lived in the street St. 
Honor^ in Paris, nearly equal in circumstances, 
both following the same profession, and united in 
the closest friendship, had each of then) a child, 
much about the same age. These children were 
brought up together, and conceived a mutual at- 
tachment, which, ripening with years into a stronger 
and more lively sentiment, was approved by the 
parents on both sides. This young couple was 
upon the point of being made happy, by a more 
solemn union, when a rich financier, conceiving a 
passion for the young maiden, unfortunately crossed 
their inclinations by demanding her in marriage. 
The allurements of a more brilliant fortune se- 
duced her father and mother, notwithstanding 
their daughter's repugnance, to consent to the 
change. To their entreaties, however, she was 
obliged to yield, and sacrificed her affections by 
becoming the wife of the financier. Like a wo- 
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man of virtue, she forbade her earlier lover tbe 
house. A fit of melancholy, the consequence of 
this violence done to her inclinations, by entering 
into an engagement of interest, brought on her a 
malady, which so far benumbed her faculties, that 
at length she was given over by the faculty, appa- 
rently died, and was accordingly laid out for burials 

Her former lover, who had once before beheld 
her in a similar situation, flattered himself that he 
might possibly again find her in a trance. This 
idea not only suspended his grief, but prompted 
him to bribe the grave-digger, by whose aid he dug^ 
up the body in the night-time, and conveyed it 
home. He then used every means in his power 
for recalling her to life, and was overjoyed on dts* 
covering that his endeavours were not inefiectnal. 

It is not easy to conceive the surprise of the 
young woman on her resuscitation, when she found 
herself in a strange house, and, as it were, in the 
arms of her lover, who soon informed her of what 
had taken place on her account. She then com<* 
prehended the extent of her obligation to her 
deliverer; and love, more pathetic than all his 
persuasibns to unite their destinies, determined 
her, on her recovery, to escape with him into Eng- 
land. This was effected ; and they lived for some 
years in the closest union. 

At the end of ten years, they conceived the 

natural 
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fiatural wish of reraiting their own ocmntry, and «t 
length retnrned to FsriSy where they took no pven 
csntion whatever of conceftHng themselves, being 
persuaded that no suspicion would attach to th^r 
anrtvaL It ha^^ued however by chance, that the 
financier met \m wife in one of the public walks* 
The fti^t of her made so strong an impression on 
him, that for some time he imagined it mast be her 
apparition; and, b^ing fully persuaded of her death, 
he could not for a long time efface that idea. 
However, he so contrived it as to join her ; and, 
notwithstanding the language she made use of to 
impose upon Mm, he kft ber with the conviction 
that he was not deceived at finding her a living 
liubstanee. 

The singularity of this event gave more ebams 
to the woman ia the eyes of her former husband 
than she be^re possessed. He therefore acted with 
such address, that he discovered her abode, not- 
wkhfttanding all her precautions, and reclaimed 
her with ati the regular formalities of justice. 

It was in vain that the lover maintained th< 
right which his cares for his mistress gave him to 
the possession of her: that he represented her 
inevitable death, but for him ; that his adversary 
divested himself of all his own rights, by causing 
her to be buried ; th^it he ought even to be ac- 
cused of homicide, hr want of having taken 
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proper precautions to assure himself of her deaths 
and a thousand other ingenious reasons^ which love 
suggested to him. But, finding that the judicial 
ear was unfayourable, and not thinkingit expedient 
to wait the result of a definitive judgment, he fied 
with his mistress into a foreign country ; where 
they passed the remainder <^ their days without 
further molestation^ 



THE 



CREDULOUS BISHOP. 

A FEW years since, a memorable conference took 
place between Dr. Fowler, then Bishop of Glou- 
cester, and a Mr. Justice Powell: the former, a 
zealous defender of ghc^ts ; and the latter, some^ 
what sceptical about them. They had several al- 
tercations upon the subject ; and once, when the 
Bishop made a visit to the Justice, the latter, con- 
tracting the muscles of his face into an air of more 
than usual severity, assured the Bishop, that, since 
their last disputation, besides his Lordship's strong 
reasons, he had met %vith no less proof than ocular 
demonstration, to convince him of the real exist- 
ence of ghosts. *[ How !*' says the Bishop, " ocu- 
lar df monstrati<Hi ! Well, I have preached, I liave 
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printed, upon the. subject; but nothing will con- 
vince you sceptics, but ocular demonstration. I 
am g]ad, Mr. Justice, you are become a convert* 
But pray. Sir, how went this afiair ? I beseech you. 
Jet me know the whole story." " My Lord," an- 
swered the Justice, ** as I lay one night in my bed, 
and had gone through the better half of my first 
sleep, it being about twelve o'clock, on a sudden I 
was awakened by a very strange and uncommon 
noise, and heard something coming' up stairs, and 
stalking directly towards my room. I had the 
courage to raise myself upon my pillow, and to 
draw the curtain, just as I heard my chamber-door 
open, and saw a glimmering light enter my cham- 
ber." *' Of a blue colour, no doubt/' says the 
Bishop. " Of a pale blue," answers the Justice. 
** But, permit me, my good Lord, to proceed. 
The light was followed by a tall, meagre, and 
stem personage, who seemed to be of the age of 
seventy, in a long dangling nig gown, bound 
round his loins with a broad leathern girdle; his 
heajpd was thick and grizly ; he had a large fur 
cap on his head, and a long staff in his hand; his 
&ce was full of wrinkles,, and seemed to be of a 
dark and sable hue. I was struck with the ap^- 
pearance of so surprising a figuie, and felt some 
shocks which I had never before been acquainted 
with. Soon after the spectre had entered my 
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room, with a hasty, bat somewhat stately pace, 
it drew near my bed, and stared me full in the 
fece/' *' And did you not speak to it V inter- 
mpted the Bishop, with a good deal of emotion. 
** With submission, my Lord," says the Justice^ 
*' please only to indulge me in a few words more.*' 
** But, Mr. Jostice, Mr. Justice," replies the Bishop 
still more hastily, ^' you should have spoken to it ; 
there was money hid, or a marder committed; 
and give me leave to observe, that murder it a mat- 
ter cognizable by law, and this came regularly int« 
judgment before you." ** Well, n^ Lord, you wit! 
have your way ; but, in short, I did speak to it.'' 
** And what answer, Mr. Justice, I pray yo«— 
what answer did it make you ?" ** My Lord, the 
answer was, not without a tiiump with the stall; 
and a shake of the lauthorn, that he was the watch* 
man of the night, and came to give me notice, that 
he had found the street-door open, and that, unless 
I arose and shut it, I might chance to-be robbed* 
before break of day. 

The moment these words were out of the good 
Justice's mouth, the Bishop vanished with much 
more haste than did the supposed ghost, and in as 
great a surprise at the Justice's scepticism, a»the 
Justice was at the Bishop's credulity. 
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GHOSTLY ADVENTURER. 



Asorr thirty years ago, some lalKMiring mecha^ 
aics met one Saturday evening, after reoeiviag their 
wages^ at a pttbllo-house, near Rippon, in Yoric- 
fthire, for the purpose of enjoying themselves coin 
vivially, after the cares and fttigues of the week* 
The glass circulated freely: every man tokl his 
story, or sung a song ; and various were the suh* 
jects of eonversatioHi At length that of. courage 
was itttiy>duoed; every man now considered him- 
self a hero, as is generally the case ^vhen liquor 
b^ins to operate. One boasted his skill as a pu« 
gilist, and related how many battles he had fought, 
and oame oflP victorious ; another related a dreadful 
encounter he had lately had with a mad-dog, whom 
he overpowered and left dead on the field; a third 
told a story of his sleeping in a haunted house, and 
his conversation witb a dreadful ghost. In short; 
various and extravagant were the different tales 
they told; until one, who had hitherto remained 
silent, arose, and told ' them that, notwithstanding 
their boasted courage, he would wager a bet of 
five guineas, that not one of the company had reso- 
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lution sufficient to go to the bone-house, in the 
parish church-yard (whkh was about a uiile dis« 
tant), and bring a skull from thenpe with hioi, and 
place it on the table before the guests < This 
wager was soon accepted by one of the party, who 
immediately set off on his expedition to the church- 
yard. The wag who had proposed the bet, and 
wbo knew a nearer by-way to the booe^house than 
Lis opponent had taken, requested of the landlady 
to lend him a white sheet, and that he would soon 
cool this heroic man's courage. The landlady, 
who enjoyed the joke, complied with his request, 
lent him the sheet, and off set our wag with the 
utmost spe^d. He arrived at the boiie^hou9e &»t, 
threw the sheet over him, and placed himself in 
one corner, waiting the arrival of his comrade. 
Presently after enters the first man, with slow d6-^ 
liberate pace; and observing a figure in white, he 
felt himself greatly alarmed (as he stfterwa^rds ac* 
knowledged). However,, he Tosumed his. coufage, 
advanced, stooped down, and picked up a skulk 
Immediately the phantom exclaimed, in a deep.and 
hollow tone, « Thafs my father's skull T " Well 
then,'' replied the adventurer, " if it be thy fii^ 
ther'9 skull, take iV So down h^ laid.it, and took 
up another: when the figure replied^ in the same 
hollow tone, '< Thafs mt^ mother's ^aMr " Well 
then,'^ the other again replied, *' if it be thy raor 
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ther'5 skoll^ take it/' So down he bid it, and took 
up a third. The apparition now, in a tremen- 
dously awfii) manner, cried out, " That $ my skull r 
*^ If it be the devil's skull, lil have it!'* answered 
the hero; and off he ran with it in his hand, 
greatly terrified, and the spectre after him. 

In his flight through the church-yard, he stum- 
Ued over a tomb-stone^ and fell ; which oeeasioned 
the ghost likewise to isXL upon him, whicfar in- 
cieased not a little his fright. However, he soon 
extricated himself, and again bent his flight towards 
tile inn, which he soon reached ; and, bolting sud- 
denly into the room, exclaimed, with terrific coun- 
tenance, his hair standing on end, ** Here is the 
skull you sent me for; but, by George, the right 
owner's coming for it ! Saying which, down went 
the skull, and instantly appeared the figure with 
the white sheet on. This unexpected intrusion so 
much frightened all the company, that they ran 
out of the houfieas fast as possible, really believing 
it was an apparition from the tombs come to pu- 
ni^ them for their sacrilegious theft. Such power 
has fear over the strongest mind when taken by 
surprise! The undaunted adventurer, however, 
won his wager; wbieb was sp^nt at the same 
house the Saturday following, when the joke was 
imiversally allowed to be a very good one. 
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HEROIC MIDSHIPMAN. 

» 

OR 

CHXmCH'TARD ENCOUNTER. 

At a respectable inn, in a market-town, in the* 
west of EngUrnd, some few years since, a regular 
set of the inhabitants met every evening to smolce 
their pipes, and pass a conviviai honr. The con<» 
versation, as is usual at those places, was generally 
desultory. One evening, the subject introduced^ 
was concerning ghosts and apparitions; and many 
were the dreadful stories then told; A young mid* 
sfaipman, having accidentally dropped in, sat a 
silent and an attentive hearer; and, among other 
tales, heard a dreadful one of a sprite or hobgoblin » 
dressed in white, which evety night was seen hoo- 
vering over the graves, in a church-yard atno great 
distance from the inn, and through which was a 
fbot-path to one of the principal streets in the town. 
Our young gentleman felt himself stimulated with 
an ardour of f[uixotism at this relation ; and was 
determined in his own mind, whatever might be 
the consequence, to encounter this nightly spey^re> 
which so much disturbed the courageous Inhabit 
ants of the place. His pride was, to perform this 
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migt^ achievement alone. ThereCorey beh^een 
eleven and twelve o'clock at night, out he sallief^ 
without making his intentions- known to any one, 
and entered the church-yard. But, I should oh* 
serve, that he had his hanger by his side.. Having 
reached about the middle of the church-yard, be 
observed, sure enough, something in white moving 
backwards and forwards; but the hasiness of the 
night prevented his strict discernment of the figure's 
slnpe. As it appeared advancing towards him, 
a momentary trepidation seized him. He retreated 
a few steps ; but, soon recovering himself, he reso* 
liitely cried out, *' Who cwmu htre?" No answer 
being made, he again cried out, ** Who comes here ?" 
Still no reply was made* He then groped about 
for a stone or brick-bat, which having found, he 
threw with great violence at the figure; upon 
which it appeared to move much quicker than be- 
f(4re. He again spoke to the figure ; and, receiv* 
ing no answer, drew his hanger, and made a despe- 
rate stroke at this dreadful spectre, which moving 
with still greater agility, now alarmed our adven- 
tuier, and caused him to run away greatly terrified, 
believing he had encountered some supernatural 
appearance, which had resisted all his blows. It 
was not long ere he reached home, and went to 
bed; but his fright was so great, that sleep could 
not gain any ascendancy over him. He therefore 

lay 
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hiy ramioating on this extraorcKiiary affair the 
whole night. In the morning, while at breakfrst, 
the bell-man, or crier, came nearly under his win- 
dow, and began his usual introductory address of 
« O^ez! O-yezT These words immediately ar-r 
rested the ears of our adTcnturer ; and, to his very 
great astonishment, he heard him thus proceed—- 
^ This is to give notice« that whereas, some evil- 
disposed person,, or persons, did wantonly cut and 
maim the parson's white mare, which was grasiag 
in the church-yard last night, a reward of ten gi»* 
neas will be given to any person who will- disoovev 
the offender, or offenders, so that they may be 
brought to justice! God save the King T Our 
champion now thought it prudent to decamp with- 
out beat of drum. Thus ended this ghostly ad^ 
venture ; the particulars of which the infaabitania 
were informed of by letter, the moment the young 
gentleman had got safe on board his ship. 
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About the middle of Jaouary 1702, a gentleman 
was sent for to the house of one Parsons, the offi- 
ciating parish-clerk of St. Sepulchre's, in Cock 
Lane, near West Smithfield, to be ivitness to the 
noises, and other extraordinary circumstances, at- 
tending the supposed presence of a spirit that, £>r 
two years preceding, had been heard in the night, 
to the great terror of the family. This knocking 
and scratching was always heard under the bed 
where the children lay; the eldest was about 
twelve years of age. To find out the cause, Mr. 
Parsons, the parish-clerk, ordered the w^nscot to 
be taken down; which was accordingly done: 
but the noise, instead of ceasing, .as he hoped, be- 
came more violent than ever. The children were 
afterwards removed into the two-pair of stairs 
room, where the same noise followed, and was fre^ 
qoently heard all night. 

From these circumstances it was apprehended 
that the house was haunted ; and the other child de- 
dared, that she, some time ago, had seen the appa.- 
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rition of a woman, surrounded^ as it were» with 9^ 
blazing light. About two years prior to which, a 
publican in the neighbourhood, bringing a pot of 
beer into the house, about eleven o*clock at night, 
was so frightened that he let the beer fall, upon* 
seeing on the stairs, as he was looking up, a bright 
shining figure of a woman, by which he saw 
through a window into the charity-school, and saw 
the dial in the school. The figure passed by him, 
and beckoned him to follow ^ but he was too much 
terrified to obey its directions : he ran home, and 
was very sick. Soon after, Mr. Parsons himself^ 
havkig occasion to go into another room,, saw the 
same appearance. Both these happened withib' 
the space of an hour. 

- To throw some light upon this very myste*' 
rioud aflair, we shall begin- with the narrative Mr.. 
Brown, of Amen Corner, published, January 23d, 
1T62 ; the substance of which is as follows — 

That in 1759, one Mr. K employed an agent 

to carry a letter to a young gentlewoman of a re- 
putable (kmily in Norfolk, and to bring her up to 
London in a post-chaise, if she should be wilting 
to come. That she did come ; but Mr. K 
being at Greenwich, she followed him there di- 
rectly, and was received by him, after a journey 
of one hundred miles performed in one day, with 
much tenderness. After some abort stay at Green- 
wich^, 
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wich, where it was thoi^ht necessmry that the 
should make a will ia his fkroiir, she was removed 
to a- lodging aear theMaosion-House; from thence 
to lodgings behind St. Sepulchre's church; aad^ 
lastly, to a ho«se in Bartlett Coart, in the parish 
0i ClerkenwelL Here, in IIW, she was takea ill 
of the small-pox; and, on or about the 31st of 
January, her sister^ who lived reputably in PdUi« 
Mall, was iirst made acquainted with her illnessji 
and place of residence. Being greatly ooaceriMd 
thus to hear of her, she went immediately, and 
Ibnnd her iq a fiiir way of doing well ; next day she 
sent, and received a lavourable account of her} 
bat, on the tnomiog following, word was brought 
that her sister was dead. She died February 2d, 
1780; and was buried, in two or three days after,; 
at the church of St. John, Clerkenwell. Hen sia^ 
ter, attending the funeral, was surprised at not 
seeing a plate upon the coffin, and expressed that 
surprise to Mr. Brown after the funeral was over ; 
lamenting, at the same time, she had not been peru 
mitted to see her sister's corpse, the coffin being^ 
screwed down before she came. She added, that 

K had married one of her sisters, and had 

ruined the other, who was buried by the name of 

, as appears by the parish register. By the 

will already mentioned, K^ — ^ availed himself of 

her fortune, to the prejudice of her brother and 

sisters. 
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•isters, who all lived in perfect harmony until this 
unhappy affair happened* 

Such is the account given by Mr. Brown> of 
Amen Corner. A worthy clergyman, however, 
who attended her several times, and who admi- 
nistered to her the last comforts of his function^ 
declares, that the small-pox with which she was 
seized, was of the confluent sort; and that the 
gentlemen of the faculty, who attended her, bad 
pronounced her irrecoverable some days before 
her death. 

It was, however, the ghost of this person, that 
Parsons declared had taken possession of his girl,, 
a child about twelve years old, who lay with the 
deceased in the absence of her supposed husband, 
when he was in the country at a wedding ; and 
then it was, that the knocking was first heard, to 
the great terror of this child, she frequently crying 
out that she might not be taken away. Soon after, 
this woman died, whose apparition was now sup- 
posed to appear to this same child; and, in answer 
to the question put to her. What was the occasion 
of the first knocking, &c. before she died? an*- 
swered, that it was the spirit of her sister, the first 

wife of Mr. K , who was husband to them 

both. 

Having now sufficiently prepared the reader, 
we shall proceed in our narrative. The gentleman^ 

already 
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itlready said to bave been sent ifor, attended, and 
found the child in. bed ; and, the spirit being at 
band, several questions were put to it by the fa- 
ther, which, to avoid repetition, we shall relate 
hereafter. The gentleman not caring to pronounce 
too hastily upon what appeared to him e^traordi- 
aary, got some friends together, among whom were 
two or three clergymen, about twenty other 
persons, and two negroes^ who sat up another 
night. 

They first thoroughly examined the bed, bed- 
clothes. Sec, ; and, being satisfied that there was 
no visible appearance of deceit, the child, with its 
sister was put into bed, which was found to shake 
extremely by the gentleman who had placed him- 
self at the foot of it. Among others, the following 
questions were -asked — 

Whether ber disturbance was occasioned by any 
ill-treatment from Mr. K 1 — Yes. 

Whether she was brought to .an untimely end 
by poison? — Yes. 

la what was the poison administered, beer or 
purl? — Purl. 

How long before her death ? — Tliree hours. 

Is the person called Carrots, able to give infor- 
miation about the poison 1 — Yes. 

Whether she was K 's wife's sister? — ^Yes. 

Whether she iras married tn K— -? — No. 

Whether 



Whether any otiier person Hum K^--*^ wdkstMH^ 
cerned in the poisooiog?— No. 

Whether she <:ouid visthly wppemr to ai^ ooel*-^ 
Yet. 

Whether she would tlo so?— Yct» 

Whether she could go out of (hat house 1-^YeSk 

Whether she would folbw the ehiki everjr 
where 1 — Yes. 

Whether she was pleased at being asked ques^ 
tions? — Yes. 

Whether it eased her mind '?-^Yes. (Here a 
mysterious noise, compared to the fluttering of 
wings round the room, was heard. 

How long before her death had she tokl Canrols 
{her servant) that she was poisoned ? — One houn 
(Here Carrots, who was admitted to be one of the 
company on Tuesday night, asserted that the de- 
ceased had not told her so, she being at that time 
speechless.) 

How long did Carrots live with her?-^Three or 
four days. (Carrots attested the truth of this.) 

Whether^ if the accused should be taken up> he 
would confess ? — Yes. 

Whether she should foe at ease in her mind, if 
the man was hanged ? — »Y^s« 

How long it would be before he would be eii(^, 
cutcd ?-*.Three years. 

How many clergymen were in tte room ?*— Three. 

How 



f. How aitBy negroesl-^Two^ 

Whether she coiiid distinguish the person of my 
^HM in the roon l<^ Yes. 

Whether the colour of a watch held up hj one of 
the olergyraen was white, yellow, blue, or black 1*^ 
Hack* (The watch was in a blsick shagreen case«) 

At wha^ time she wiMikl depart in the noming f 
— ^At four o'clock. 

• Accordingly, at this hour the noise removed to 
the Wheat-sheaf, a publichouse at the distance of 
a few doors, in the bed*<haniber of the landlord 
«nd landlady, to the great affri^t and terror of 
them both. Such was the manner of interrogating 
the spirit : the answer was given by knocking or 
scratching* An aiirmative was one knock; a 
iiegattv>e, twa. Displeasure was expressed by 
^mtohlng. 

Nothing fliore occurred till the following niom^ 
ing, when the knocking began about sei^en o'dockk 
Bdt, notwithstanding some extraordinary answers 
to the several questions proposed, it was still a mat^ 
ter of doubt whether the whole was not a piece of 
Imposition; and it ws» resolved to remove the 
child elsewhere. Accordingly, instead of its being 
carried home, it was conveyed to a bouse in Crown- 
and-Cushion Court, at the upper end of Cow Lane, 
near Smithfield, where two ckrgymen, several gen- 
tleman, and some ladies, assembled in the evening. 

About 
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About eleven o'clock tiie knocking began; wken 
a gentleman in the^roomy 8|ieaking angrily to the 
girl, and hinting that he suspected it was «oaie 
trick of her's, the child was uneasy, and cried : 
on which theknocking was heard knider, and mucit 
fiister than before ; but no answer could be ob- 
tained to any question while that gentleman staid 
in the room. 

After he was gone, the noise ceased : and no* 
thing was heard till a little after twelre o'clock, 
when the child was seized with a trembling and 
shivering; in which manner she had always been 
affected, on the defNurture as well as the approach 
of the ghost. Upon this, one of the company 
asked, whether it would return again, and at what 
time 1 Answer was made in the usual manner by 
knocks, that it would return again before seven in 
the morning ; and then a noise, like the fluttering 
of wings, was heard ; after which all was quiet till 
between six and seven on Friday morning, when 
the knocking began again. 

A little before seven, two clergymen came, when 
the fluttering noise was repeated, which in this 
strange afiair was considered as a mark of the sfti- 
rlf s being pleased. Then several questions, par- 
ticularly one, by a gentlewoman, who was an ac- 
quaintance of the deceased, who came ott of mere 
curiosity, and had been to see her some time 

before 
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iiefore she died: the question was. How many days 
it was before her death, that this gentlewonian 
'Came to see herl The answer given was three 
knocks, signifying three days ; which was exactly 
right. Another question was. Whether some of 
the then company had not a relation that had 
been buried in the same vault where she lay ? To 
which it replied by one knock. Yes. They asked, 
severally, if it was their relation ? To all of which, 
except the last, she answered by two knocks, 
meaning No ; but to the last person she gave one 
knock, which was right. These two circumstances 
greatly alarmed all the company. 

Near twenty persons sat up in the room : but it 
was not till about six o'clock in the morning that 
the first alarm was given, which coming spontane- 
ously, as well as suddenly, a good deal struck the 
imagination of the auditors. The scratches were 
compared to that of a cat upon a cane chair. The 
child now appeared to be in a sound sleep, and 
nothing further could be obtained. It had been 
observed, in conversation, by a person who ex- 
pressed himself pretty warmly on the subject, that 
the whole was an imposture, and more to the same 
purpose; which gave rise to some sharp altercation 
among the company, some believing, and others 
disbelieving the reality of the apparition. This dis- 
pute was no sooner begun, than the spirit was gone ; 

o and 
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and no more knocking and scratching was to be 
heard. 

About seven o'clock the girl seemed to awake 
in a violent fit of crying and tears. Upon being 
asked the occasion, and assured that nothing of 
harm should happen to her, she declared that her 
tears were the effect of her imagination at what 
would become of her daddy, who must needs he 
ruined and undone, if this matter should be sup- 
posed to be an imposture. She was told, that the 
company had looked upon her as in a sound sleep 
when the above dispute happened. To which she 
replied, *' Aye, but not so sound, but that I could 
hear all you said.'* 

On the Sunday night following, the girl lay at a 
house opposite the school»house in Cock Lane ; at 
which place a person of distinction, two clergymen, 
and several other persons, were present. Between 
ten and eleven o'clock the knocking began : the 
principal questions and answers were the same 
as those already, mentioned ; but, among some new 
ones of little consequence, was the following — 
Will you attend the girl at any place whither she 
may be appointed to be carried by authority? 
Answered in the affirmative. At eleven o'clock, 
eleven distinct knocks were heard^ and at twelve ; 
when, being asked if it was going away, and when 
it woufd return again, seven knocks were given. 

Accordingly, 
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Accordingly, when St. Sepulchre's clock struck 
seven, on Monday morning, this invisible agent 
knocked the same number of times. Some few 
questions were asked at this meeting, much to the 
same purport as those above inserted^ and answered, 
in the same manner. Every pers<N) was put out 
of the room, who could be supposed to have the 
least connection with the girl: her hands were 
laid over the bed-clothes, and the bed narrowly 
looked under, &c. but no discovery was made. 

On the night of the 1st of February, many gen* 
tlemen, eminent for their rank and character, were, 
by the invitation of the Reverend Mr. Aldrich, of 
Clerkenwell^ assembled at his house, for the exa- 
mination of the noises supposed to be made by a 
departed spirit for the detection of some enormous 
crime. 

About ten at night, the gentlemen met in the 
chamber, in which the girl supposed te be dis- 
turbed by a spirit had, with proper caution, been 
put to bed by several ladies. They sat with her 
rather more than an hour; and, hearing nothing, 
went down stairs, when they interrogated the father 
of the girl, who denied, in the strongest terms, any 
knowledge or belief of fraud. 

The supposed spirit had before publicly pro- 
ttiised, by an affirmative knock, that it would at- 
tend OBeof the gentlemen into the vault under the 

G 2 church 
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church of St. John, Cierkemveil^ where the body 
was deposited; and give a token of her presence 
there by a knock upon her coffin : it was, there- 
fore, determined to make this trial of the existence 
or veracity of the supposed spirit. 

While they were inquiring and deliberating, 
they were summoned into the girl's chamber by 
the ladies, who remained near her bed, and who 
heard knocks and scratches. When the gentle- 
men entered, the girl declared that she felt the 
spirit like a mouse upon her back, and was required 
to hold her hands out of bed. From that time, 
though the spirit was very solemnly required to 
manifest its existence, by appearance, by impres- 
sion on the hand or body of- any person present, 
by scratches, knocks, or any other agency, no 
evidence of any preternatural power was exhibited. 

The spirit was then very seriously advertised, 
that the person to whom the promise was made, of 
striking the coffin, was then about to visit the 
vault, and that the performance of the promise 
was then claimed. The company, at one o'clock, 
vtrentinto the church; and that gentleman, to 
whom the promise was made, went, with one 
more, into the vault. The spirit was very solemnly 
required to perform its promise, but nothing more 
than silence ensued; the person supposed to.be 
^iccused by the spirit then went down, with several 

others, 
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Others, but no effect was perceived. Upon their 
return, they examine'd the girl, but could draw no 
confession from her. Between two and three, 
she desired, and was permitted, to go home with 
her father. 

No doubt now remained of the fallacy of this 
spirit. It was supposed that the girl was practised 
in the art of ventriloquism, an art better known 
now than formerly ; but it was soon after disco- 
vered that there was not so much ingenuity in the 
fraud. 

A bed was slung like a hammock, in the mid- 
die of a room, at a gentleman's house where 
the girl was sent. The servants were ordered to- 
watch her narrowly; and, about a quarter of an 
hour before bed-time, she was observed to conceal 
something under her clothes. Information of this 
being given to the gentlemen attending, they were 
of opinion, that a connivance at the beginning of 
the scene would be the most likely means of lead- 
ing them to a full discovery of the fact. In the 
morning, about six o'clock, the knock ings came, 
and answered to questions as usual, bjut in so 
different a sound, that it was very apparent this 
method of operating vras a fresh contrivance. 
IV hen the knockings, which continued for near 
half an hour, were over, she was several times 
asked, if she had any wood or other thing in the 

G 3 bed. 
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bed^ against which she could strike? which 
she obstinately denied. Two'maid-servauts being 
then ordered to take her out of bed, a piece 
of board was found in it> which, as was ob- 
served, she had conveyed there the night before. 

Soon after, a trial came on before Lord Mans- 
field, in the Court of King's Bench, Guildhall, by 
a special jury, on an indictment against Richard 
Parsons^ and Elizabeth his wife, Mary Fraser, a 
clergyman, and a reputable tradesman, for a con-^ 
spirdcy in the Cock- Lane ghost affair, to iiyure. 
the character. Sec. of Mr. William Kent: when 
they were all found guilty. The trial lasted 
about twelve hours. 
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HYPOCHONDRIAC GENTLEMAN 

4 

AND 

JACK' ASS. 

A SOBER gentleman of very great respectability^ 
who was low-spirited and hypoc6ndriac to a degree^ 
was at times so fenciful, that almost every rustling 
noise he heard was taken for au apparition or 
hobgoblia* 

It 
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It happened, that he was abroad at a friend's 
house later than ordinary one night; but, it 
being moon light, and having a servant with him, 
he seemed to be easy, and was observed to be 
cheerful and even merry, with a great deal more of 
good humour than had been observed in him for 
some time before. 

He knew his way perfectly well, for it was 
within three miles of the town where he lived, and 
he was very well mounted : but, though the moon 
was up, an accident, which a little disordered him, 
was, that a very thick black cloud appeared to. 
him to come suddenly over his head, which made 
it very dark; and, to add to his discomfort, it 
began to rain violently. 

Upon this, he resolved to ride for it, having not 
above two miles to the town; so, cfaq^ping^urs 
to his horse, he galloped away. His man, whose 
name was Jervais, not being so well mounted, was 
a considerable way behind. The darkness of the 
night, and the rain together, put him a little out 
of humour, and made him ride rather harder than 
his usual pace* 

In his way home, there was a small river for him 
to pass ; but there was a good bridge over it, weU 
walled on both sides, so that there was no more 
danger than in any other place. The gentleman 
kept on at a good pace, and was rather more than 

G 4 half 
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half over the bridge, when his horse stopped all 
on a suddeOy and would not go on. He saw no- 
thing at first, and was therefore not much discom- 
posed at it, but spurred his horse to go forward. 
The horse then went two or three steps; then 
stopped again, snorted, and started; then at- 
tempted to turn short back. The gentleman, in 
endeavouring to see what frightened the horse, 
^saw two broad staring eyes looking him full in the 
lace. 

He was now most heartily frightened; but, by 
this time, he heard his man Jervais coming up. 
When he came near, the first thing he heard his 
master say, was, *^ Bless me, it is the devil !'' at 
which exclamation the man was almost as much 
frightened as his master. However, the gentleman, 
a little encouraged to hear his man so near hira, 
pressed his horse once more to go forward, and 
called aloud to his servant to follow; but Jervais, 
being much frightened, made no haste. At length, 
with great difficulty, he got over the bridge, and 
passed by the creature with the broad staring^ 
eyes, which he positively affirmed was the devil. 

Though Jervais was near enough, yet, fearing 
his master would order him to go before, he kept 
as far off as he possibly could. When his master 
called, he answered, but proceeded very slowly, 
till he observed his master had gone past ; when^ 

being 
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being obliged to follow^ he ivent on very softly 
till he came to the bridge, where he plainly saw 
what it was his master's horse snorted at» which 
the reader will be made acquainted with pre- 
sently. 

The gentleman, having now past the difficulty, 
galloped home as fast as possible, and got into the 
house long before Jervais could get up with him. 
As soon as he alighted, he swooned away, such an 
effect the fright had on him; and with mucli 
difficulty they brought him to himself. When he 
recovered, he told the family d formal story, that 
at such a bridge he met with the devil, who was 
standing at the left-hand corner of the wall, and 
stared him full in the face ; and he so fully expa- 
tiated on the subject, that all believed, at leasts he 
had met with an apparition. 

Jervais soon after came home, and went directly, 
to the stable to take care of the horses; where he 
told his story in the following manner to his fellow* 
servants : " Finding,'' says he, that my master was 
in danger of being thrown over the bridge, I fear- 
lessly rode near him ; when, to my very great sur* 
prise, I found that my master's horse (which was 
young and skittish) was frightened at an ass, which 
stood grazing near the comer of the wail." '' Are 
yon sure it was an ass, Jervais V* asked the ser- 
vants, staring one at another, half frightened 

6 & themselves^ 
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themselves. " Are you quite sure of it f •* Yes," 
replied the man ; ** for, as soon as my master kad 
got by, I rode vnp to it ; and, on discovering the 
cause of our fear, I thrashed it with my stick, on 
which it fell a braying ; and I rode home after ny 
master/' " Why, Jervais,'' said the servants, **yeur 
master believes it was the devil." ** I am sorry,"' 
says the man, "my master should have be^nso^ 
much deceived ; but, reaHy> it was notbhi^ mor^ 
nor less than an ass." 

The story now got vent ; and the first pwt of it 
flew all over the to^vir, that Mr. ' ■ ■ ■ (mention- 
lag his name ) had seen the devil, and was almost 
frightened to death. 

Shortly after, the man's tale was cireulatedy 

that Mr. 's strange and wonderful apparition 

of the devil, was nothing more than an ass ; which 
raised the laugh sufficiently against his master. 
' However, poor Jervais lost his place ^ gossip- 
ing ; and his master insists upon it to this day, that 
it was the devil, and that he knew him by his 
broad eyes and cloven feet. Such is the power ef 
imagmation over the weak and credulous ! 
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THE 

CASTLE APPARITION. 

Translated hy the Rev, Weeden Butler , Jun.from 
a Monkish Manuscript, 

In the vicinity of Chamberryy a town in Savoy, 
stood the ancient naBsioa of the Alberthii; round 
it \iiere several little buildings, in which were den 
pcKsited the cattle, poultry, &c. <^e» b^eogini^ ta 
the family. A young gentleman, by nanse Barba^ 
fosse, oan« to the»€liateau on a visit for a few 
days : he was cordially received, being of a pleasing 
lively disposition; and an elegant room^ in (heeast 
wing was prepared for his accommodation. 

Hie family, and their young gnest^ spent the 
day very agreeafady ; and, after supper, they sat 
round a eomtetable large iire, and diverted themi 
selves with songs and stories: the former, as is 
generally the case, were some of the sprightly, 
some of the tender and pathetic kind ; but the lat« 
ter were, for the most part, of the melancholy cast> 
parl^cvlaiiy those which related to preternatural 
occurrences. The social party separated at half 
past twelve o'clock ; and Barbarosse retired to h^ 
chamber. It was a handsome room oii the first 
floor, having three doors; two of these belonged 

G 6 to 
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to two little closets, one on the right that over^ 
looked a farm-yard, and another more to the left 
that presented a view through the window of a 
large romantic wood ; the third door was that by 
which he entered his room, after trayersiog a long 
passage. Our youth had visited this room in the 
morning, and looked out of the window to enjoy 
the prospect for a great while. 

As he entered this apartment, with his mind 
full of the diversion just left, he set his candle 
down upon the table, and looked about him. 
There was an excellent fire in the chimney, with 
an iron grating before it, to prevent accidents ; a 
large elbow-chair stood near it; and, not being at 
all sleepy, he sat down reflecting on the amuses 
ments of the day, and endeavoured to remember 
tiliie tales h^ had heard. In some he thought he 
perceived strong traits of truth; and in others he 
discovered palpable fiction and absurdity. Whilst 
he was deliberating on the various incidients, the 
heavy watch-bell tolled two; but Barbarosse did 
not attend to it, being deeply engaged in his con- 
templations. He was suddenly awakened from his 
reveries by an uncommon rustling sound issuing 
from the closet on the right hand ; and, listening 
attentively, he heard distinct tap& upon the floor 
at short intervals. 

'■ Alarmed at the circamstance, he walked slowly 

to 
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to his bed-side, and drew forth his pocket-pistols 
from under the pillow ; these he carefully placed 
upon the table, mid resumed the elbow-chair. All 
was again still as death; and nought but the 
winds, which whistled round the watch4awer and 
the adjacent buildings, could be beard. 

Barbarosse looked towards the door of the closet^ 
which he then, and not till then, perceived was not 
shut, but found that it hung upon the jar; irame* 
diately a furious blast Ibrced it wide open ; the 
taper burnt blue, and the fire seemed almosi 
extinct. 

' Barbarosse arose, put forth a sHent ha»ty ejaeu* 
lation of prayer, and sat down again; again he 
'heard the noise ! He started up, seized the pistols, 
and stood motionless; whilst large cold drops of 
dew hung upon his face. Still his heart continued 
firm, and he grew more composed, when the rus* 
tling taps were renewed ! Barbarosse desperately 
invoked the protection of Heaven, cocked one 
of the pistols, and was about to rush into the 
portentous apartment; when the noise increased 
and drew nearer: a loud peal of thunder, that 
seemed to rend the firmament, shook violently the 
solid battlements of the watch-tower ; the deep* 
toned bell tolled three, and its hollow sound loi)g 
vibrated on the ear of Barbarosse with fainter and 
fainter murmurs; when a tremendous cry thrilled 

him 
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liiiB with terror and dismay; aad> lol XhA louc^ 
dreaded spectre stalked into the middle of the 
room: and Bmrbarosse, overcoBfte with surprise 
and astoDishment at the unexpected sq)pariti<Hi9 
sunk down convulsed* m his chair. 

The phantom was armed de cap en pkd^ and 
clad in a black garment. On bis crest a black 
plume waved majestically; aod^ instead of a glo^ 
or aay other sort of lady's favour, he wore a blood- 
red t<4en. He. bore do weapon of oience in fa» 
hand ; but a i^oomy shield, nuide of tlie leathers of 
some kind of bird, was cast over each shoulder. 
He Was bo<rted and spurred; aad, looking upon* 
Barbarosse with ardent eyes, raked his i9a<» 
tbery arms, and struck them vehemently agaawt 
his sides, making at the same time the most voci- 
ferous Boise ! 

Then it was, that Barbarosse found he had 
not shut down the window in the monring ; from 
^Aiich neglect it happened, that a black game-cock 
had flown into the closet, and created i^ this in* 
expressible confusion. 

* Lest any of the faculty should wish, ineffectually, to bf 
Idformed what species of convnlaions affected Barbarosse, 1 
think it proper (obearres tbe translator) to satisfy their truly 
laudable curiosity by. anticipation, and to assure them, /wf 
d'homme d'Aonnewr, that this disorder was a comjulsion of 
laughter^ 
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THE TWINS, 

OR 

GHOST OF THE FIELD. 



1 E wba delight in old traditions. 
And love to talk of ap|>ariti#nfty 
Whose chairs around are closely join'd. 
While no one dares to look behind. 
Thinking there's some hobgoblin near^ 
Ready to wbis{>er in hts ear; 
Oh I lialen-, while I lay before ye 
My well-autheiiticated story. 

Two twins, of understanding good. 
Together liv'd, as brothers should : 
This was named Thomas, that was John; 
Bat all things else they had as one. 
At length, by industry in trade. 
They had a pretty f<HrtUife inads» 
And had, like others of the city, 
A country cottage very pretty; 
Where they amus'd their leisure hours. 
In innocence, with, plants and flowers. 
Till fate had cut Tom's thread across, 
And left poor John to wail hk loas*. 

John 
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John left alone, when now some weefcy 
Had wip'd the tears from ofF his cheeks, 
To muse within himself began 
On what should be his future plan : 
^' Ye woods^ ye fields, my sweet domain^ 
When shall I see your fiice again 1 
When shall I pass the vacant houri^. 
Rejoicing in my woodbine bowers ; 
To smoke my pipe, and sing my song ; 
Regardless how they pass along 1 
When take my fill of pastime there. 
In sweet forgetfiilness of care?" 
He said ; and, on his purpose bent. 
Soon to his country cottage went, 
Swill'd home-brewed ale and gooseberry fool r 
John never ate or drank by rule. 

His arms were folded now to rest. 
The night-mare sat upon his breast ; 
From right to left, and left to right, 
He tum'd and toss*d, throughout the night; 
A thousand fears disturbed his head. 
And phantoms danc'd around his bed ; 
His laboring stomach, though he slept. 
The fancy wide awidce had kept : 
His brother's ghost approached his side. 
And thus in feeble accents cried — 

** Be not alarmed, my brother dear. 
To see your buried partner here; 

i come 
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I come to tell yon where to find 
A treasure, which I left behind : 
I had not time to let you know it. 
But follow me, and now I'll »hew it."^ 
. John trembled at the awful sight, 
But hopes of gain suppressed his fright ; 
Oft will the parching thirst of gold. 
Make even errant cowards bold. 
John, rising up without delay, 
Went where the spectre led the way ; 
Which, after many turnings past, 
Stoppjd in an open field at last, ' 
Where late the hind had sow'd his grain. 
And made the whole a level plain. 
The spectre pointed to the spot. 
Where he had hid the golden pot : 
** Deep in the earth,*' says he, ** 'tis laid.'' 
But John, alas ! had got no spade ; 
And, as the night was pretty dark^^ 
He felt around him for a mark> 
That he might know\igain the place. 
Soon as Aurora shew'd lier face. 
In vam he atoop'd and felt around. 
No stick or stone was to be found.; 
But nature now, before oppressed. 
By change of posture sore distressed. 
Gave an alarming crack ; a hint 
Of what^ as sure as stick or flint, 

To-morro« 
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To-morrow morn the place would tell^ 

If he had either sight or smelL 

This done, be rose to go to bed ; 

He wak'd, how changed ! the night-mare fled: 

The ghost was vanished from his sight. 

And John himself in piteous plight. 



DOUBLE MISTAKE, 

OK 

COLLEGE GBOST. 

jVLr. Samuel Foote, the oekbrated comedian, 
played the following trick upon Doctor Gower, 
who was then provost of his college, a man of 
considerable iearning, but rather of a grave pe* 
dantic turn of mind. 

The church belonging io'&e college fronted the 
side of a lane, wheK cattle were sometimes turned 
out to graze during the night ; and from the steeple 
hung the bell-rope, very low In the middle of the 
outside porch. Foote saw in this an object Ukely 
to produce some iun, and immediately set about 
to accomplish his purpose. He accordingly, one 
night, slily tied a wisp of hay to the rope, as a bait 
for the cows in their peregrination to the grasiug 

ground* 
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ground. The scheme succeeded to his wish. One 
of the cows soon after, smelling the hay as she 
passed by the church-door, instantly seized on it, 
and, by tugging at the rope, made the bell ring, 
tp the astonishment of the sexton and the whole 
parish. 

This happened several nights successively; and 
the incident gave rise to various reports — such as, 
not only that the church was haunted by evil spirits, 
but that several spectres were seen walking about 
the church-yard, in all those hideous and frightful 
shapes, which fear, ignorance, and fancy, usually 
suggest on such occasions. 

An event of this kind, however, was to be ex- 
plored, for the honour of philosophy, as well as 
for the quiet of the parish. Accordingly, the 
Doctor and the sexton agreed to sift up one nighty 
and, on the first alarm, to run out, and drag the 
culprit to condign punishment. Their ];4aii being 
arranged, they waited with the utmost in^tienoe 
for the appointed signal : at last, the bell began 
to sound its usual alarm, and they both sallied out 
in the dark, determined on making a discovery. 

The sexton was the first in the attack : he seized 
the cow by the tail, and cried out it was a geatle- 
man commoner, as he had him by the tail of hi« 
gown; while the Doctor, who had caught thecour 
l^y the horns, at the sane time, immediately ttplitd, 

««No, 
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** Noy no, you blockhead, 'tis the postman ; and 
here I have hold of the rascal by his blowing- 
horn." Lights however were immediately brought, 
when the character of the real offender was disco- 
vered, and the laugh of the whole town was turned 
upon the Doctor. 



THE 



HAUNTED CASTLE. 

The castle of Ardivillers, near Breteuil, was re- 
ported to be haunted by evil spirits. Dreadful 
noises were heard ; and flames were seen, by night, 
to issue from various apertures. The farmer who was 
entrusted with the care of the house, in the absence 
of its owner, the President d' Ardivillers, could alone 
live there. The spirit seemed to respect him; 
but any person who ventured to take up a nighf s 
lodging in the eastle was sure to bear the marks of 
his audacity. 

Superstition is catching. The peasants in the 
neighbourhood at length began to see strange 
sights. Sometimes a dozen of ghosts would ap- 
pear in the air above the castle dancing. At other 
times, a number of presidents and counsellors, in 
nd robes, appeared in the adjacent meadow. 

There 
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There they sat in judgment on a gentleman of the 
. country, who had been beheaded for some crime 
an hundred years before. In short, many had 
seen, and all had heard, the wonders of the castle 
of Ardivillers. 

This affair had continued four or five years, to 

the great loss of the President, who had been 

obliged to let the estate to the farmer at a very 

low rent. At length, suspecting some artifice, he 

. resolved to visit and inspect the castle himsel£ 

Taking witli him two gentlemen, his friends, they 
determined to pass the night in the same apart- 
ment; and if any noise or apparition disturbed 
them, to discharge their pistols at either ghoaf or 
sound. As spirits* know all things, they were pro- 
bably aware of these preparations, and not one 
appeared. But, in the chamber just above, a 
dreadful rattling of chains was heard ; and the wife 
and children of the farmer ran to assist their lord. 
They threw themselves on their knees, begging 
that he would not visit that terrible room. '^ My 
lord,'' said they, *^ what can human force effect 
against people of t'other world? Monsieur de 
Ficancout attempted the same enterprise, years 
ago, and he returned with a dislocated arm. M. 
D'Urselles tried too; he was overwhelmed with 
bundles of hay, and was ill for a long time after.'' 
In short, so many attempts were mentioned, that 

the 
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the Presidenf s friends advised him to abandon the 
design. 

But still tke^ determined to encounter the 
danger. Proceeding up stairs to an extensive 
room, each having a candle in one harid> and a 
{Hstol in the other, they found it full of thick 
'-amoke, which increased more and more from some 
flames that were visible* Soon afrer, the ghost or 
spirit faintly appeared in the middle : he seemed 
quite black, and was amusing himself with cutting 
capers ;« but another eruption of flame and smoke 
hid him from their view. He had horns and a long 
tail; and was, in truth, a dreadful object. 
> 4itee of the gentlemen found his courage rather 
ftAU *' This is certainly supernatural,'' said he ; 
"•* let us retire." The other, endued with more 
Boldness, asserted that the smoke was that of gun- 
)^owder, which is no supernatural composition ^ 
** and if this same spirit," added he, " knew his 
own nature and trade, he should have extinguished 
our candles. 

With these words, he jumped amidst the smoke 
land flames, and pursued the spectre. He soon dls- 
charged the pistol at his back, and hit htm exactly 
in the middle ; but was himself seized with fear, 
when the spirit, far from felling, turned round and 
rushed upon him. Soon recovering himself, he 
tesolved to grasp the ghost, to discover if it were 

indeed 
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indeed aerial and impassable. Mr.Spectre^ dis- 
ordered by this new manoeuvre, rushed to the 
tower, and descended a small staircase. 

The gentleman ran after, and, never losing 
fiight of him, passed several courts and gardens, 
still turning as the spirit winded, till at length they 
entered into an open barn. Here the pursuer, 
certain, as he thought, of his prey, shut the door; 
but when he turned round, what was his amaxe*- 
ment, to see the spirit totally disappear. 

In great coofiision, he called to the servants for 
i^re lights. On examining the spot of the spirit's 
diBappearance, he found a trap-door ; upon raising 
which, several mattresses appeared to breai^ the 
fall of any headlong adventurer. Therefore, de- 
scending, he found the spirit to be no other than 
the farmer himself. His dress, of a complete 
bull's hide, had secured him from tbejpistpi-shot: 
and the horns and tail were not diabolic, but mere 
natural appendages of the original. The rogue 
confessed his tricks, and was pardoned, on paying 
tlie arrears due for five years, at the old rent of 
the land* 
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the President's friends advised him to abandon the 
design. 

But still the^ determined to encounter the 
danger. Proceeding up stairs to an extensive 
room, each having a candle in one hand, and a 
pistol in the other, they found it full of thick 
Hsmoke, which increased more and more from some 
flames that were visible. Soon sfier, the ghost or 
spirit faintly appeared in the middle : he seemed 
quite black, and was amusing himself with cutting 
capers ;- but another eruption of flame and smoke 
hid him from their view. He had horns and a long 
tail; and was, in truth, a dreadful object. 

0ne of the gentlemen found his courage rather 
fail. *' This is certainly supernatural,'' said he ; 
** let us retire/' The other, endued with more 
boldness, asserted that the smoke was that of gun- 
)[)owder, which is no supernatural composition t 
** and if this same spirit," added he, " knew his 
own nature and trade, he should have extinguished 
our Candles. 

With these words, he jumped amidst the smoke 
and flames, and pursued the spectre. He soon dis- 
charged the pistol at his back, and hit htm exactly 
in the middle ; but was himself seized with fear, 
when the spirit, (kr from falling, turned round and 
rushed upon him. Soon recovering himself, he 
resolved to grasp the ghost, to discover if it were 

indeed 
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indeed aerial and impassable. Mr. Spectre, dis- 
ordered by this new manoeuvre, rushed to the 
tower, and descended a small staircase. 

The gentleman ran after, and, never losing 
eight of him, passed several courts and gardens, 
still turning as the spirit winded, till at length they 
entered into an open barn« Here the pursuer^ 
certain, as he thought, of his prey, shut the door; 
but when he turned round, what was his amaze- 
ment, to see the spirit totally disappear. 

In great confusion, he called to the servants for 
q^re lights. On examining the spot of the spirit's 
disappearance, he found a trap-door ; upon raising 
which, several mattresses appeared to brealj^ the 
iall of any headlong adventurer. Therefore^ de« 
scending, he found the spirit to be no other than 
the farmer himself. His dress, of a complete 
bull's hide, had secured him from the j)istpl-shot : 
and the horns and tail were not diabolic, but mere 
natural appendages of the original. The rogue 
confessed his tricks, and was pardoned, on paying 
tlie arrears due for five years, at the old rent of 
the land* 
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w HAMMERSMITH GHOST. 



Ik the year 1^04, the inhabitants of Hatiimersmith 
Were much alarmed by a nocturnal appearance ; 
ivhich, for a considerable time, eluded detection 
or discovcTy. In the course of this unfortunate 
afiair, two innocent persons met with an untimely 
death ; and as this transaction engaged the atten- 
tion of the public in a high degree, we shall folly 
relate the particulars of it. 

An unknown person made it his diversion to 
alarm the inhabitants, in January 1804, by assuming 
the figure of a spectre. This sham ghost has cer- 
tainly much to answer for. One poor woman, 
who was far advanced in her pregnancy of a se- 
cond child, was so much ishocked, that she took 
to her bed, and survived only two days. She had 
been crossing near the church-yard about tea 
o'clock at night, wiien she beheld something, as 
she describee^ rise from the tomb-stones. The 
figure was Very tall, and very white! She at- 
tempted to run, but the supposed ghost soon over- 
took her, and, pressing her in bis arms, she fainted ; 
in whibh situation she remained some hours, till 
' '' discovered 
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discovered by the neighbours^ in4i6 kindly led her 
homey when she took to her bed, from whieh, alasl 
she never rose. A wagg<Hier beloBging- to Mr. 
Russell was also so alarmed, while driving a team 
of eight horses^ which had si&te^i -passengers at 
the time, that he took to his heels, and left the 
waggon, horses, and passengers, in the greatest 
danger. Neither man, woman, or child, would 
pass that way for some time; and the report was, 
that it was the apparition of a man who cut his 
throat in that neighbourhood above a year before. 
Several lay in wait different nights for the ghost ; 
but there were so nrsmy bye-lanes, and paths lead- 
ing to Hammersmith, that he was always sure of 
being in that which ,was unguarde, and every 
nj^t played, off \is tricks, to the terror of the 
passengers. 

One Francis SmiHi, doubtless incased at the 
unknown person who was in the habit of assuming 
this supernatural character, and thus frightening 
ihe superstitious inhabitants of the village, rashly 
determiDcd on watching for, and shooting the 
ghost; when, unfortunately, in.BIack-Lion Lane, he 
shM a poor innocent man, Thomas Millwood, a 
bricklayer, who was in a white dfess^ the usual 
habiliment of his occupation. This rash act hav^ 
i»g been judged wilful murder by the coroner's 
inquest^ Smith was aeeordingly committed to gaol, 

H and 
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twl took his trial at the ensuing sessions at the 
Old Bailey, January 13th, 1804. The jury at first 
found him guilty of manslaughter; hut the crime 
being deemed murder in the eye of the law, the 
jtidge could only receive a verdict of Guilty, or ac- 
quittal. He was then found guilty, and received 
sentence of death, but was •afterwalds pardoned 
on condition of being imprisoned one year; 



THE 



FRIGHTENED CARRIER. 

In Octobec 1813, a little before midnight, as one 
of the carriers between Nottingham and Loughs 
borough, was passing near the village of Remnstone, 
he was extremely surprised at meotmg what he 
thought was a iiineral. procession, marching in a 
most solemn and steady order in the centre Cf£ the 
road. The carrier, with a becoming propriety and 
decoram, drew his cart to the side of the road, 
that the mournful cavalcade might pass without 
any interruption. Very active inquiry was iiiitee<« 
diately afterwards made in the neighbourhood, birf 
not tltie least knowledfe could ^ be obtained aa- to 
where this solemn group bad coqie iirom,orwhitiiev 
it was going; it whs therefore concluded, that 

some 
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some ghostly apparition or other had thought pro* 
per to be then exercising its nocturnal avoeatioo. 
Some days afterwards it was found out^ that a per- 
son, who lived in the neighbouring viUagey had 
been endeavouring to' construct a carriage upon 
such a principle as to go without horses; and» 
wishing to mak^ his experiment as secret as pos- 
sible, had chosen that dead hour of the night, 
for trying his apparatus on the turnpike road ; but, 
unluckily meeting with the carrier, he becanie 
alarmed for fear of an exposure, and therefore 
threw a large sheet over the machinery, and 
passed the cart as silently as possible, to avoid 
being detected. » 



THE 

CLUB-ROOM GHOST. 

At a town in the west of England, was held a 
dob of twenty-ibur persons, which assembled once 
a wjeeJc to drink piinch, smoke tobacco, and talk 
politics. Like Rubebs's Academy at Antwerp, each 
member had his peculiar ^^hair^ ;|nd t^ president's 
was more exalted than the rest. One df the 
hiembeii \mi been in a dying state for some time; 

H 2 of 
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of ooursey his chair, while he was absent, remained 
vacant. 

The clab being met on their usual night, inqui- 
ries were naturally made after their associate. As 
he lived in the adjoining house, a particular friend 
went himself to inquire for him, and returned with 
the dismal tidings, that he could not possibly sur- 
vive the night. Thb threw a gloom on the com- 
pany, and all efforts to turn the conversation from 
the sad sub^ject before them were ineffectual. 

About midnight (the time, by long prescription, 
appropriated for the walking of spectres), the door 
opened ; and the form, in white, of the dying, or 
rather of the dead man, walked into the room» 
and took his seat in the accustomed chair : there 
he remained in silence, and in silence was he gazed 
^t. The apparition continued a sufficient time in 
the chair to convince all present of the reality of 
the vision ; at length, he arose, and stalked towards 
the door,' which he opened as if living — ^went out, 
and then shut the door after him. After a long 
pause, some one, at last, had the resolution to sayv 
** If only one of us had seen this, he would not 
have been believed; but it is impossible that so 
many persons can be deceived." 

The company, by .degrees, recoyered their 
speech ; and the whole conversation, as may be 
imagined, was upon the dreadful object which had 

engaged 
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engaged their attention. They broke up, and went 
home. In the morning, inquiry was made after 
their sick friend ; it was answered by an account 
of his death, which happened nearly at the time of 
his appearing in the club. There could be little 
doubt before, but now nothing could be more cer« 
tain, than the reality of the apparition, which had 
been seen by so m;iny persons together. 

It is needless to say, that such a story spread 
over the country, and found credit, even from iufr* 
dels ; for, in this case,, all reasoning became super- 
fluous, when opposed to a plain fkeU attested by 
tfaree-and-twenty witnesses. To assert the doc- 
trine of the fix^d laws of nature, was ridiculous, 
when there were so many people of credit to prove 
that they might be unfixed. Years rolled on ; the 
story ceased to engage attention, and it was for-» 
gotten, unless when occasionally produced to 
silence an unbeliever. 

One of the club was an apothecary. In the 
course of his practice, he was called to an old wo- 
man, whose profession was attending on sick per- 
sons. She told him, that she could leave the world 
with a quiet conscience, but for one thing which lay 

on her mind. " Do not you remember Mr. , 

whose ghost has been so much talked of? I was 
his nurse. The night he died, I left the room ibr 
something that was wanted. I am sore I had not 

H 3 been.- 
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been absent long ; but, at my return, I found the 
bed without my patient. He was delirious ; and I 
feared that he bad thrown himself out of the win- 
dow. I was so frightened that I had no power to 
stir; but, after some time, to my greait astonish* 
ment, he entered the room shivering, and his 
teeth chattering — laid down on the bed, and 
died. Considering myself as the cause of his 
death, I kept this a secret, for fear of what might 
be done to me. Though I could contradict 
all the story of the ghost, I dared not do it. I 
knew, by what had happened, that it was he 
himself who had been in dm clnb^room (per^ 
haps recollecting, in his delirium, that it was the 
night of meeting) : but, \ hope, God, and the 
jK>or gentleman's friends, will fi>rgive m^ and then 
I shall die contented.'' 



THB 

LUNATIC APPARITION. 

The celebrated historian De Thou had a very 
isingular adventure at Saumer, m the year 1608. 
One ni^t, having retired to rest, very much 
fatigued, while he was enjoying a sound sleep, he 
felt a very extraordinary weight upon his i^^X^ 

which 
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which, having made him turn suddenly, fell dowu 
and awakened him* At first he imagined that It 
had been only a dream: but, hearing soon after 
some noise in the chamber, he drew aside the cur-? 
tains, and saw, by the help of the moon (which at 
that time shone very bright), a large white figure 
walking up and down ; and, at the same time, ob- 
served upon a chair, some rags, which he thought 
belonged to thieves who had come to rob him; 
The figure then approaching his bed, he had 
the couri^ to ask it what it was. ** I am/' 
said it, '' the Queen of Heaven.** Had sbch a 
figure appeared to any credulous ignorant man 
m ih^ dead of nighty and made sucrh a speech, 
vfo^M: he not have trembled with fear, and have 
frightened the whole neighbouiliQod witl^^a mar- 
tellous descripftion of it? Biit De Thofthad too 
much understajidijig to be so imposed upon. 
UpOA heating the words which dropped from the 
figure, be imknediately concluded that itivassome 
mad wdman, got up, called his servants, and oiu 
dered them to turn her out of doors; after which 
he rettinied to bed, and fell asleep. Next momiiig^ 
he found that he had not been deceived in his con- 
jecture ; and that, having forgot to shut his door, 
tbis finale figure had escaped from hei^ keepers, 
andT^entered his apartment. The brave Schom* 
berg» to whom De Thou related this adventure; 

H 4 some 



IM HAVNTED CASTLB. 

the Presidents friends advised him to abandon the 
design. 

But still thetf determined to encounter the 
danger. Proceeding up stairs to an extensive 
room, each having a candle in one haiid, and a 
pistol in the other, they found it full of thick 
Hsmoke, which increased more and more from some 
flames that were visible. Soon after, the ghost or 
spirit faintly appeared in the middle : he seemed 
quite black, add was amusing himself with cutting 
capers ;- but another eruption of flame and smoke 
hid bim from their view. He had horns and a long 
tail; and was, in truth, a dreadful object. 
'^ One of the gentlemen found his courage rather 
fail. *' This is certainly supernatural,'' said he ; 
"«* let us retire/' The other, endued with more 
boldness, asserted that the smoke was that of gun- 
|)owder, which is no supernatural composition; 
'* and if this same spirit," added he, *' knew his 
own nature and trade, he should have extinguished 
our candles. 

With these words, he jumped amidst the smoke 
and flames, and pursued the spectre. He soon dis- 
charged the pistol at his back, and hit him exactly 
in the middle ; but was himself seized with fear, 
when the spirit, (kr from falling, turned round and 
rushed upon him. Soon recovering himself, he 
lesoived to grasp the ghost, to discover if it were 

indeed 



HAUNTED CASTLE. IM 

indeed aerial and impassable. Mr. Spectre^ dis« 
ordered by this new manoeuvre^ rushed to the 
tower, and descended a small staircase. 

The gentleman ran after, and, never losing 
sight of him, passed several courts and gardens, 
still turning as the spirit winded, till at length they 
entered into an open barn. Here the pursuer, 
certain, as he thought, of his prey, shut the door; 
bnt when he turned round, what was his amaiie-* 
ment, to see the spirit totally disappear. 

In great confusion, he called to the servants for 
i^^re lights. On examining the spot of the spirifs 
disappearance, he found a trap-door ; upon raising 
which, several mattresses appeared to breaks the 
fall of any headlong adventurer. Therefore, de- 
scending, he found the spirit to be no other than 
the farmer himself. His dress, of a complete 
bpU's hide, had secured him from thejpistpl-shot: 
and the horns and tail were not diabolic, but mere 
natural appendages of the original. The rogue 
confessed his tricks, and was pardoned, on paying 
the arrears due for five years^ at the old rent of 
the land* 
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agaiin, he' repeated bis efforts; and, again aiid. 
again, threw away the loathsome contents of the. 
glass. , 

Had the 'story stopped here, what would not 
superstition haive made of it ? But the philosopher* 
who was still pumping, naw found the wator grew 
paler ; and, at last, jmre water filled the vessd* 
Overjoyed at this observation, he threw the Uiii^id 
stream in the. face of the mistress, whose recovery, 
was assisted by the appearance of her husband and 
Betty. 

liie mystery, when explained, tamed out to be 
simply this — ^The good hoisewife,fwhen she knew 
that a docket had been stracic Against her hus- 
band, bad taken <yre to conceal some of her choice 
cherry brandy, from the rapacious gripe of the 
messenger to / the Commission's of Bankrupts, on 
some shelves in a closet • up stairs, whicSi ako 
contained, agreeably to the ancient architecture 
of the, building, the trunk of the pump below; 
and, in trying to move the jars, to get at a drop for 
the party at the kitchen fire, the shelf gave way 
with a tremendous crash ; the jars were broken into 
an hundred pieces ; the rich juice descended in 
torrents down the trunk of the pump, and filled^ 
with it& ruby current, the sucker beneath; and 
this was the self-same fluid which the philoso^^her, 
in his fright, li^ so madly thrown away. The 

wife 
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wife hkd s^vooned at the accident; the hushahd^ 
ia his haste, had fallen on his nose, which ran with 
blood ; asd the maid's legs, in her hurry, coming 
in'^contact with her fallen master's ribs, she, like 
'* vaulting ambition,'' overleaped herself, and fell 
on the other side. 

- Often has this story been told, by one who knew 
the philosopher, with great effect, till the last act, 
or' denouement ; when disappointment was mostly 
visible in the looks of his auditors, at finding there 
was actually nothing supernatural in the affair, 
and no ghost. 



THE 

APPARITION INVESTIGATED. 

IN a village in one of the midlarid counties of 
Scotland, lived a widow, distinguishes! among her 
neighbours for decency of manners, integrity, and 
respect for religion. She affirmed, that for seve- 
ral night's together, she had heard a supernatural 
voice exclaiming aloud. Murder ! Murder ! This 
was immediately reported through the neighbour- 
hood : all were alarmed, and looked around them 
with solicitude -for the detection of the munler, 
which they supposed to have been committed; 

H Q and 
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and it was not long till a discovery seemed actu^ 
ally to be made. It was reported/ that a gentle^ 
man, who had relations at no great distance, and 
had been residing in the West Indies, had lately 
arrived with a considerable fortune ; that he had 
lodged at an inn about three miles off; and that 
be had afterwards been seen entering a house in 
the village where the widow lived, from which he 
had never returned. It was next affirmed, that a 
tradesman, passing the church-yard about twelve 
at midnight^ had seen four men carry a dead 
corpse into that cemetery. 

These three facts being joined together, seemed 
perfectly to agree, and to confirm one another ; 
and all believed some horrible murder had been 
committed. The relations of the gentleman; 
thought they were called upon to make inquiry 
into the truth of these allegations : they accord- 
ingly came first to the chureh-yard, where, in 
company with the sexton,, they examined all the 
graves with great care, in order to discover whe- 
ther any of them had lately been dug, or had the 
appearance of containing more than one coffin. 
But this search was to no purpose, for no altera- 
tion had been made upon the graves. It was 
next reported, that the murdered man had been 
buried in a plantation about a mile distant from 
the village. As fhe alarm was now very general^ 

a number 



t number of the inhabitants proposed, of their 
own accord, to explore it They accordingly 
spread themselves over the wood, and searched 
it with care ; but no gmve, or new-dug earthy was 
found. 

The matter did not rest here. The person 
who was said to have seen four men carry a dead 
corpse into the church-yard at midnight, was 
summoned to appear before a meeting of the 
justices of the peace. Upon examination, he de* 
uied any knowledge of the affair; but referred 
the court to another person^ from whom he had 
received his information. This person was exa- 
mined, and the result was the same as the former.. 
In short, one person had heard it from another, 
who had received it from- a third, who had heard 
it from a fourth ; but it had received a little em- 
bellishment from every person who repeated it r 
it turned out to be the same with SmoUet's story 
of the three black crow^, whicb somebody was 
said to have vomited. 

Upon inquiry at the inn, where it was said the 
West India gentleman had lodged, no such gentle- 
man had been seen there ; and it was found after- 
wards, be had never left the West Indies. 

Still, however, the veracity of the widow wa^ 
not disputed; and some dark and secret transac- 
tion was .suspected. But the whole afiair was at 

length 



(ength explaiDed, by diseovering tliat sbe wa$ 
somewhat deranged by melancholy; afad the criie& 
yihieh sibie at first ivagined she had heard^ were 
afterwards imitated by some rog&ish person, who 
was highly amused with spreading terror among 
the credulous. 



THE 

BENIGHTED TRAVELLER, 

HAUNTED ROOM. 

A GENTLEMAN was beni^ted, while traTelliog 
alone, in a remote part of the. bighlandis of Scot- 
land, and was compelled to ask shelter for the 
evening at a small lonely hut* When he was con« 
ducted to his bed-room, the landlady observed, 
with mysterious reluctance,, that he would find 
the window very insecure. On examination, part 
pf the wall appeared to have been broken down, 
to enlarge the opening. 

After some inquiry, he was told, that a pedlar, 
who had lodged in the room a short time before, 
had committed suicide, and was foand hanging 
behind the door in the morning. According to 

the 
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the superstitiou of the cauDtfy* it was^ deejUed 
improper, to remove the.bod^ thrpiigk the door 
of the hou9e; and to convey it tbroagh the win-, 
dow was impossible, without removing part of. 
the wall. Some hints were dropped, that the 
room had been subsequently haunted by the poor 
man's spirit. 

The gentleman laid his arms, properly pre- 
pare:d against intrusion of any kind, by the bed- 
side, and retired to rest, not without some de- 
gree of apprehension. He was visited, in a 
dream, by a frightful apparition ; and, awaking in 
agony, found himself sitting up in bed, with a 
pistol grasped in his right hand. On casting a 
fearful glance round the room, he discovered, by 
the moon-light, a corpse, dressed in a shroud, 
reared erect against the wall, close by the win- 
dow. With much difficulty, he summoned up 
resolution to approach the dismal object, the 
features of which, and the minutest parts of its 
funereal apparel, he perceived distinctly : he 
passed one hand over it, felt nothing, and stag- 
gered back to the bed. After a long interval, 
and much reasoning with himself, he renewed his 
investigation, and at length discovered that the 
object of his terror was produced by the moon- 
beams, forming a long bright image through the 
broken window, on which his fancy, impressed by 

his 
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his- dream, had pictured^ with mischierous acdi- 
racy, the lineaments of a hody prepared for in- ^ 
terment. Powerful associations of terror, in tiiis' 
instance, had excited the recollected images with* 
mcommon force and effect. 



THE 



HAUNTED BEACH, 



0& 



Power of Conscience on a Murderer. 

BT MRS. ROBINSON. 

Upon a lonely desert beach. 

Where the white foam was scatter'd, 
A little shed uprear'd its head. 

Though lofty barks were shattered. 
The sea-weeds gath'ring near the door, 

A sombre path display'd ; 
And, all around, the deafening roar 
Re-echo'd on the chalky shore. 

By the green billows made. 

Above, a jutting cliff was seen; 

Where sea-birds hover'd craving ;- 
And, all around, the craggs were bound 

With weeds^for ever waving.. 
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And; here and there, a cavern wide 

Its shad'wy jaws displayed ; 
And near the sands, at ebb of tide,. 
A shiTer'd nuwt ^ seen to ride. 

Where the green billows stray'd. 

And often, while the moaning wind 

Stole o'er the summer ocea». 
The moonlight scene was all serene. 

The waters scarce in motion ; 
Then, while the smoothly slanting sand 
The tall cliff wrapp'd in shade. 
The Fisherman beheld a band 
Of spectres, gliding hand in hand — 
Where the green billows play^d^. 

And pale their faces were as snow. 

And sullenly they wandered ; 
And to the skie», with hollow eyes^ 

They look'd, as tbon^ they ponderM. 
And sometimes, from their hammock shroud. 

They dismal bowlings made, 
And while the blast blew Ertrong and loud 
The clear moon mark'd the ghasUy ci^wd. 
Where the gteen billows play'd ! 

And then, above the haunted, hnt. 
The curlews screaming hover'd ;. 

And 
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And the low door^ ivUh fiirious i»ar^ 

The frothy breakers cov«r'd. 
For in the Fisherman's lone ^d, 
A murdered num was hiid, 
With ten wide gashes in his head. 
And deep was made his sandy bed. 

Where the green biUows frfa/d- 

A shipwreek'd mariner was he. 

Doomed from his l^ome to sever. 
Who swore to he, ihvp* wind and sea,. 

Firm and undaunted ever ; . / 
And when the waves resistlesn roU'd» 

About hi9 araik his mad^ 
A packet ri<sh of Spanish ^l^ 
And, like a British sailor bold,. 

Plung'd where the biUow&pia^'d t 

The speette banjd, hi^ me$ismatfis br^ve. 

Sunk in the ya^ohig ocseao. 
While to the mast he lashrd him fast. 

And braved the storm's cotamolion : 
The winter moon upoa the sand 

A silv'ry carpet made. 
And mark'd the sailor. reach the land. 
And marked his murd'rer wash his hand. 
Where the green billows play'cL - 

And 
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AuA, since that hour« the Fisherman 

Has toird and toil'd in vain ; ' 
For all the night the moony light 
Gleams on the spectr'd main f 
And when the skies are veil'd in gloom^ 

The murd'rer*s liquid way 
Bounds o'er the deeply yawning tomb> 
And flashing fires the sands illume^ 

Where the green biUows play! 

Full thirty years his task lias been^ 

Day after day more weary ; 
For Heav'n designed his guilty mind 
Should dwell on prospects dreary. 
Bound by a strong and mystic chain^ 

He has not pow*r to stray; 
But destined mis'ry to sustain. 
He wastes, in solitude, and pain, 
A loathsome life away. 
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SUBTERRANEAN TRAVELLER, 

OR 

GHOST AND NO GHOST. 



The follQwiog record is copied verbatim from^ 
an olcl newspaper — ne Weekly Jawmaly or Bri^ 
tish Gazetteer, 

** Btdhm, January IB, 1719: 
<' It is not long since <me of the female inha- 
bitants of these frantic territories gave the fol- 
lowing occasion for a very pleasing entertain- 
ment. Some bricklayers happened to be at work 
here, to repair and clean the passage leadihg to 
the common sewer; who going to dinner, and 
leaving the ladder which descended to it, stand- 
ing, the said unfortunate inhabitant had a sort 
of an odd notion, that the workmen had been 
prying into the secrets of the lower world, and 
therefore (nobody seeing her) she went down the 
ladder which led into the common sewer ; and, itk 
that subterraneous cavern, finding none to control 
or stop her passage, she travelled, with great plea- 
sure and curiosity, till she came to Tokenhause 
Yard, which is near half a mile. There it hap- 
pened,, 
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pened, that a couple of young femalw, coming to 
the vault, heard a noise below, crying, * Who the 
plague are yel What d'ye make that noise fori 
What, is the devil in ye V Upon which, away flew 
the women, not staying to look behind them ; and, 
coming half-frightened into the house, said, the 
devil was in the vault. Accordingly, more com- 
pany going, they still heard the same noise. Upon 
which they called out, and asked, ' Who*s there? 
What are ye T * The Devil/ replied the traveller 
below. ' How came you there?' said they. 'Nay, 
hou> the devii know I?' answered the mad-woman. 
* Why don't you bring me a candle, that I may 
find my way?' Finding it certain to be a human 
voice, they feared somebody might accidentally 
have fallen in, and therefore they immediately 
went to work, to deliver the poor wretch from her 
suffocating thraldom, and found her a lamentable 
spectacle; so that they began to question her how 
she came there, and where she lived. She answered, 
thflt she was going to Hell, but had lost her way; 
that there were several in her company, who had 
got thither, and the gate was shut upon them; 
that she had lost her way, but should overtake 

4 

them by and by. These wild expressions made 
some of them iiuicy she was a mad-woman ; and, 
after some consideration, they resolved to bring 
her hither* when she was presently owned, and 

the 
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the people tkat brought her let us into the story : 
but her head still 'runs on her journey, and she 
talks of little else/' 



THE MILKMAN 

AND 

CHURCH-YARD GHOST. 

A MAN much addicted to t)ie heinous sin of 
drunkenness^ in coining home late one .winter's 
night, had to cross Stepney church-yard; where, 
close to the foot path, a deep grave had been 
opened the day before. He, being very drunk; 
staggered Jn to the grave; it was a great mercy he 
did not break his neck, or any of his limbs ; but, as 
it rained hard all night, and the grave was so deep 
that he could not get out,. he had but an uncom- 
fortable btd. For some hours nobody passed by ; 
till, shortly after the clock had struck four, a milk- 
man, who had been to the cow-house for his milk, 
came by, and said to hiins^lf, ^' I wonder what 
o'clock it is/' The pan in th^ grave hallooed 
out, *' Just gone four// The milkman seeing 
nobody, immediately conceived a ghost from one 
of the graves had answered him, and took t6 his 

heels 
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faeels with sucb rafridify, that when he reached an 
alehouse he was ready to iamt; and, what added 
to his trouble, in running, be so jumbkd his paib 
as to spill great part of his milk* The people who 
heard his relation, believed it must have been a 
ghost that had answered him. The tale went round, 
and would have been credited, perhaps, till now, 
had not the drunkard, sitting one day in the, very 
alehouse the milkman had stopped at, on hearing 
the story repeated, with a hearty laugh acknow- 
ledged himself to be the ghost, and that he had 
much enjoyed the jumbling of the man's, pails, as 
be ran away, and the loss which it occasioned hini« 



THE 

FAKENHAM GHOST. 

The lawns were dry in Euston Park; 

(Here truth inspires my tale) 
The lonely footpath, still and dark. 

Led over hill and dale. 

Benighted was an ancient dame. 
And fearful haste she made 

To gain, the vale of Fakenham, 
And hail its willow shade* 



Her 



:Her footst^ knew no idle stops^ 

But followed fester still; 
And echo'd to the darksome copse 

That whisper*d on the hilL 

Where clam'rous rooks^ yet scarcely hush'd. 

Bespoke a peopled shade ; 
And many a wing the foliage brusfa'd^ 

And hov'ring circuits made. 

The dappled herd of grazing deer. 
That sought the shades by day. 

Now started from her path with fear^ 
And gave the stranger way. 

Darker it grew; and darker fears 

Came o'er her troubled mind ; 
When, now, a short quick step she hears 

Come patting close b^nd. 

She turn'd ; it stopt !— ^nought could she see' 

Upon the gloomy plain ! 
But, as she strove the sprite to flee, 
^ She heard the same agson. 

Now terror seiz'd her quaking frame : 

For, where the path was bare. 
The trotting ghost kept on the samel 

She mutter'd many a pray*r. 



Yet 
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Yet once again, amidst her fright 

She tried what sight cookl do ; 
When through the cheating glooms of night, 

A monster stood in view. 

Regardless of whateVr she felt. 

It folIow*d down the pJainf 
She own'd her sins, and down she knelL 

And said her pra/rs again. 

Then on she sped ; and hope grew strong. 

The white park-gate in view. 
Which, pushing hard, so long it swung, 

That ghost and all past through. 

Loud fell the gate against the post^ 

Her heart-strings like to crack. 
For much she fear'd the grisly ghost 

Would leap upon her back. 

Still on, pat, paft, the gob)in went. 

As it had done before ; 
Her strength and resolution spent. 

She fainted at the door. 

Out came her husband, much surprised. 

Out came her daughter dear ; 
Good-natur'd souls, all unadvis'd 

Of what they had to ftar. 7% 

I The. 
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The candle's gleam pierced through the night. 
Some short space o'er the green ; 

And there the little trotting sprite 
Distinctly might be seen. 

An ass's foal, had lost its dam 

Within the spacious park. 
And, simple as the playful lamb^ 

Had followed in the dark. 

No goblin he, nor imp of sin. 

No crimes had ever known. 
They took the shaggy stranger in, 

And rear'd him as their own. 

His little hoofs would rattle round 

Upon the cottage floor ; 
The matron leam'd to love the sound. 

That frighten'd her before. 

A favourite the ghost became. 

And 'twas his fate to thrive ; 
And long he liv*d, and spread his fame. 

And kept the joke alive. 

For many a laugh went through the vale. 

And some conviction too ; 
Each thought some other goblin tale 

Perhaps was Just as true. 

' THX 
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THE 

UNFORTUNATE PRIEST, 

AND 

DEAD BODY. 



In a province of Prussia, a man being dead, was 
carried, as is customary, into the church the 
evening previous to the day of his interment. It 
is usual to -place the corpse in an open coffin ; ami 
a priest, attended only by a boy of the choir, re- 
mains all night praying by the side of the dead 
body, and oq the following day the friends of the 
deceased come to close up th» cofhn, and inter the 
corpse. On this occasion, after the evening service 
had been performed, every one retired from the 
church : and the priest, vfiih the young chorister, 
withdrew to supper ; );^ut soon returned, and the 
.former commenced the usual prayers. What was 
his astonishment, when he beheld the dead body 
rise from the coffin, and advance towards him. 
Terrified in the extreme, the priest flew to the 
font ; and, conjuring the corpse to return to its 
proper station, showered holy water on him in 
abundance. But the obstinate and evil-minded 
spiHty disregarding the power of holy water, 

1 2 seized 
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seized the unfortunate priest, threw him to the 
ground, and soon, by repeated blows, left him 
extended, without life, on the pavemeat. Having 
committed this act of barbarity, he appeared to 
return quietly to his coffin. On the following 
morning, the persons who came to prepare for the 
funeral, found the priest murdered, and the corpse, 
as before, in the coffin. Nothing could throw ^ny 
light oB this extraordinary event but the testjmony 
of the boy, who had concealed himself on the first 
movement of the dead body* Mid who persisted 
ia declaring, that be saw from his hidisg-place the 
priest killed by the corpse. Coiyecture, and en- 
deavours to discover the truth, were alike vain, 
tonneirting, and fruitless. Many resourees were 
tried; for it was not every one tliaC $!»^m^ted 
themselves to the belief of a dead body rising to 
kill a priest, sad then quietly r estgaing itself to 
the place of its consigameat. Many years after- 
wards, a malefactor, condemned to death for va« 
rions crimes, and brought to the torture, confessed, 
that having (for some uatbiown reason) e<Hiceived 
on implacable hatred against the pf iest in queeitioa, 
he had formed the design of thus aveagi»g him- 
self. Having found means to remain i» the ohurch, 
he seized the moment of the priest's retiring to 
supper, withdrew the dead body from th^ coffin, 
and placed liimself in its atead, in ^ i9biK>i|4ft9d 

other 
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Rebecca, may thy story long 

Instruct the giddy and the young ! 

Fright not, fond youths, the timid fair ; ^ 

And you, too, gentle maids, beware; 

Nor seek, by dreadful arts, to see 

What youths your husbands are to be* 



THE 

FLOATING WONDER, 

OR 

FEMALE SPECTRE. 

The bridge over the river Usk, near Caerlon; 
in Wales, i* formed of wood, and very curiously 
constructed, the tide rising occasionally to the al*- 
most incredible height of fifty or sixty feet. The 
boards which compose the flooring of this bridge 
being designedly loose, in order to float with the 
tide, when it exceeds a certain height, are pre- 
Tented from escaping only by little pegs at'the end 
of them; which mode of fastening do6s not afford 
d very safe footing for the traveller, and some 
awkward accidents have been known to arise from 
this C9use. The following singular adventure, oc- 
curred about twenty years since to a female of the 
neighboDrbood, as she^was passing it at night* 

I 4 The 
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The heroine in question was a Mrs. WiHiams, 
wko had been to spend a cheerful evening at a 
neighbour's house on the eastern side of the riyer, 
and was returning home at a decent hour. The 
Aight being extremely dark, she had provided her- 
self with a lanthorn and candle, by the assistance of 
which she found her way to the bridge, and had 
already passed part of the dangerous structure, 
when she unfortunately trod on a plank that had 
by some accident lost the tenons originally fixed to 
the ends of it, and had slipped from its proper 
situation ; the faithless board yielded to the weight 
of the good lady, who was rather corpulent, and 
carried her through the flooring, with her candle 
and lanthorn, into the river. Fortunately, at the 
moment of falling, she was* standing in suck a po- 
tfition, as gave her a seat on the plank similar to 
that of a horseman on his nag. It nay be easily 
imagiiied, that Mrs. Willians must have been 
dreadfully afairmed at this change of situation, as 
well as the difference of element. Blessed, how* 
ever, with great presence of mind, and a patient 
endurance of evil, the good lady was not over« 
whelmed by her fall, bat steadily maintmn^ her 
seat on the board ; taking care, at the same time» 
to preserve her candle ligbted, rightly supposing 
it would serve as a guide to any one wbo mi^t 
be abte or vUiing to assirt her. Tbu* bestriding 

the 
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the plank, our heroine was hurried down the river 
towards Newport, the bridge of which, she trusted, 
would stop her progress, or that she might alarm 
the inhabitants with her cries. In both her hopes, 
however, she was disappointed : the rapidity of a 
spring tide sent her through the arch with the ve- 
locity of an arrow discharged from a bow, and the 
good people of the town had long been wrapped 
in slumber. Thus situated, her prospect became 
each moment mor^ desperate; her candle was 
nearly extinguished ; and every limb so benumbed 
with cold, that she had the greatest difficulty in 
keeping her saddle. Already she had reached the 
mouth of the Usk, and was on the point of encoun- 
tering the turbulent waves of the British Channel, 
when the master of a fishing-boat, who was return- 
ing from his nightly toils, discovered the gleaming 
of her taper, and hearing her c^Us for assistance, 
though he at first thought her a witch, yet ven- 
tured to approach this floatiiog i^der, and hap- 
pily succeeded in rescuing Mrs. WiHiams from a 
watery grave, and bringing her in safety to the 
5hore in his boat. 

Thns was the U£b of » fidtowMcreirturc pteief vefl 
by a poor fisherman't courage, in not beinf daunted 
by what he fit irtt e#B€ei«ed a mysterioiM Mglft 
proceeding iiom toflM sprite or hobgoblin; but, 
from duly exaukuDg inlo'^aiisetih pfo^ied himself 
both a hero and friend. 

I & POOR 
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POOR MARY, 

THE MAID OF THE INN. 



Who w she, the poor maniac, whose wildly fix'd 
eyes 

Seem a heart overcharged to express ? 
She weeps not, yet often and deeply she sighs; 
She never complains, but her silence implies. 

The composure of settled dbtress. 

No aid» no compassion, the maniac will seek ; 

Cold and hunger awake not her care : 
Through her rags do the winds of the winter blow 

bleak* 
Oa her poor wither*d boson^ half bare ; and her 
cheek 
« Has the deathly pale hue of despair. 

Vet cheerful and happy, nor dista&t the day. 

Poor Mai^ the maniac has been ; 
The traveller remembers, who joumey'd this way, 
No damsel so lovely, no damsel so gay, 
As Mary tbe Maid of the Inn* 

Her 
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Her cheerfttl address fill'd the guests with delight, 

As she welcomed them in with a smile : 
Her heart was a stranger to childish affright. 
And Mary would walk hy the abhey at night, . 
When the wind whistled down the dark aisle. 



She lov"d ; and young Richard had settled the day. 

And she hoped to be happy for life : 
But Richard was idle and worthless ; and they 
Who knew him would pity poor Mary, and say. 
That she was too good for his wife. 



' » 



Twas in autumn, and stormy and dark was the 
night. 

And fast were the windows and door ; 
Two guests sat enjoying the fire that burnt bright. 
And, smoking in silence with tranquil delight, 

They listened to hear the wind roar. 

•* 'Tis pleasant," cried one, " seated by the fire- 
side. 
To hear the wind whistle without.'' 
« A fine night for the abbey !" his comrade replied, 
" Methmks, a man's courage would now be well 
tried, . • . i 

Who should wander the ruins about. 

• 4 

I « '* I myself. 
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I BiyseLr, like a sckoot-boy, skouM tratfbk to bMi 
The koarse ivy »kake OT>er ny kead; 
And co«ld &ncy I saw, hatiPpenuaded by fear» 
Some i^ly old abbot's white spirit , appear* 
For this wiad nigkt awakeA Ike dead 1*^ 

*' rii wager a diBner," tke other one cried^ 

" That Mary would venture there now.^ 
** Then wager and lose V with a sneer, he replied, 
** I'll warrant she'd fancy a ghost by ker side^ 
And faint if she 3aw a white cow," 

" Will Mary this charge op her courage aUowl" 

His companion exclaim'd with a smile ; 
'* I shall win, for I know she will venture there now. 
And earn a new bonnet by bringing a bough ^ 
From the elder that grows, in the aisle." 

With fearless* good humour did Mary comply. 

And her way to the abbey she bent ; 
The night it was dark, and the wind it was high, 
And, as hollowly howling it swept through the sky. 
She shiver'd with cold as she went. 

O'er the path «o well known still proceeded the 
maid. 
Where the abbey rose dim on the sight. 
. » . . Through 
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Tknuf^ the gale^vay die entered, the Mt not 

ftfiraid. 
Yet the rviiis were lonely and wild, and their shade 
Seem'd to deepen the gloom of the night. 

All around her was silent, save when the rude blast 

Howl'd dismally round the old pHe; 
Over weed-covet^d fragments still fearless she past^ 
And arrived in the innermost ruin at last 
Where the elder tree grew in the aisle. 

Well pleased did she reach it, and quickly drew 
near. 
And hastily gathered the bough ; 
When the sound of a voice seem'd to rise on her 

ear — 
She paus'd, and she listen'd all eager to hear. 
And her heart panted fearfully now. 

» 

The wind blew, the hoarse ivy shook over her held. 
She listened— rnought else could she hear 3 

tlie wind ceas'd ; her heart sunk in her bosom 
with dread. 

For she beard in the ruins distinctly the irtad 
Qf footeteps ai^roaditag her ntaEr* 

Behind a white colunm^balf breathless with fear, 
She crept to conceal herself there : 

That 
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That instant the moon o'er a dark cloud shone clear. 
And she saw in the moon-light two ruffians appear. 
And between them a corpse did they bear. 

Then Mary could feel her heart-blood curdle cold! 

Again the rough wind hurried by — 
It blew off the bat of the one*, and, behold. 
Even dose to the foot of poor Mary it rolFd — > 

She felt, and expected to die. 

** Curse the hat !'' he exclaims. *' Nay, come on, 
and first hide 

The dead body," his comrade replies. 
She beheld them in safety pass on by her side, 
She seizes the hat, fear her courage supplied. 

And fast through the abbey she flies. 

She ran with wild speed, she rush'd in at the door. 
She gaz*d horribly eager around ; 

Then her limbs could support their faint burden 
no more. 

And exhausted and breathless she sunk on the floor, 
Unable to utter a sound. 

Ere yet her pale lips could the story impact. 
For a moment the hat met her view— f 



* The hat of one of the ruffians. 
t She knew it to be Richard's hat. 



Her 
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Her eyes from that object convulsively start. 
For, oh! God! "what cold horror then thriird 
through her heart. 
When the name of her Richard she knew. 

Where the old abbey stands on the common bard by» 

His gibbet is now to be seen : 
Not far from the road it engages the eye. 
The traveler beholds it, and thinks, with a sigb. 

Of poor Mary, the Maid of the Inn. 

Southey's Poems« 



GILES THE SHEPHERD, 
Ajnd spectre. 

Giles, ere he sleeps, his little flock must tell. 
From tjie fire-side with many a shrug he hies. 
Glad if the full-orb'd moon salute his eyes» 

*i^ittm***^f**** ********* <^ 

And down a narrow lane, well known by day. 
With all his speed pursues his sounding way. 
In thought still half ^bsorb'd, and chiird with cold. 
When, lo ! an object frightful to behold, 

A grisly 
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A grisly spteire, clotii'd in silver gny, 
Aroond whose feet the waving shadows play, 
Stands in bis path ! He stops, and not a breath 
Heaves from his heart, that sinks almost to death. 
Loud the owl halloos o'er his head unseen ; 
AO ^1m b iiksit, disaaUy serene : 
Some prompt ejacuktion, whiaper'd low, 
Yet bears him op against the threat'oiBg foe; 
A^d thus poor Giles, though half inclio'd <^ fly,. 
Mutters his doubts, and strains hb stedia^t eye. 
" 'Tis not my crimes thou com'st here to reprove; 
No murders stain my soul, no perjur'd love : 
If thou'rt indeed what here thou seem'st to be, 
Thy dreadful mission cannot reach to me. 
By parents taught still to mistrust mine eyes. 
Still to approach each object of surprbe. 
Lest fancy's formful visions should deceive 
In moonlight paths, or glooms of falling eve, 
^is then's the moment when my mind should try 
To scan the motionless deformity ; 
But oh, the fearful task ! — yet well I know 
An aged ash, with many a spreading bough, 
(Beneath whose leaves Fve found a summer's boVr, 
Beneath whose trunk I've weather'd man^^ a show'r,) 
Stands singly down this solitary way, 
But ihr beyond where now my footsteps stay, 
^s true, thus far Fve come with heedless haste ; 
No reckoning kept, no passing objectr trae'd : 

And 
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And can I then huve reached that very tree? 
Or is its rev'rend form assumed by thee T 
The happy thought alleviates his pain ; 
He creeps another step ; then stops again ; 
Till slowly as his noiseless feet drew near. 
Its perfect lineaments at once appear ; 
Its crown of shiv'ring ivy whispering peace^ 
And its white bark that fronts the moon's paleface. 
Now, while his blood mounts upward^ now he knowa 
The solid gain that from eoavictioa flows ; 
And strengthened confidence shall hence ft^ 
(With conscious innocence^ more valued stiU) 
The dreariest task that wmter nights can brings 
By chureb-yard dark» or grove» or &ury rings 
StiU buoying up the timid mind of yonth^ 
Till loitering reascHi hoists the seak of trnth. 
With those blest guardians* Giles hia course pursuei* 
l^U numbering bis heavy-sided ewes. 
Surrounding atilhess tranquillize bis breast. 
Aid 8hiq[>e the dreams that wait hit hours of rttL 

Bloomfield's Farmer** Bay. 
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MAN WITH HIS HEAD ON FIRE, 

AND COVERED WITH BLOOD. 



The following singular adventure is related by a 
military captain. 

' '' I was coming home one night on horseback, 
from a visit I had been making to a number of the 
neighbouring villages, where I had quart«red my 
recruits* It happened there had iaAlen a deal of 
rain that day, since noon, and during all the even- 
ing, which had broken up the roads, apd it was 
raining still with equal violence ; bat, being forced 
to join my company next morning, I set out, pro- 
vided with a lanthom, having to pass a strait 
defile between two mountains. I had cleared it, 
when a gustof wind took off my hat, and parried it 
so fsLT, that I despaired qf getting it again, and 
therefore gave the matter up. By great good for- 
tune, I had with me my red cloak. I covered ray 
head and shoulders with it, leaving nothing but a 
little hole- to see my way, and breathe through ; 
and, for fear the wind should take a fancy to my 
cloak, as well as my hat, I passed my right arm 
round my body to secure it : so that, riding on in 

this 
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this position, you may easily conceive my lant4iorn» 
which 1 held in my right hand, Was under my left 
shoulder. At the entrance of a villagfe op a hill, 
I met three travellers, who no sooner saw me than 
they ran away as fast as possible. For my patt, I 
went on upon the gallop ; and when I came into the 
town, alighted at an inn, where I designed to rest 
myself a little. Soon after, who should enter, but 
my three poltroons, as pale as death itself. They 
told the landlord and his people, trembling as they 
spoke, that in the road they had encountered a 
great figure of a man all over blood, whose head 
\ was like a flame of fire, and, to increase the won-* 

^ der, placed beneath his shoulder. He was mounted 

on a dreadfiil horse, said they, quite black behind^ 
and ^y before; which, notwithstanding it waa 
lame, he spurred and whipped ri^t up the moun-' 
tain with extraordinary swiftness. Here they 
ended their relation. They had taken care 
to spread the alarm as they wer^ ^y^^S ^rom 
this wondrous apparition, and the people had 
come with them to the inn in such a drove, that 
upwards of an hundred were all squeezed together, 
opening both their mouths and ears at this tre- 
mendous story. To make up in some sort for my 
dismal journey, I resolved to laugh a little, and be 
I merry at their cost, intending to cure them of such 

fright, by showing them their folly in the present 

instance. 
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instance. Witk this view, I got upon my faors« 
again, behind the ion, and went round about till I 
had rode the distance of a mile or thereabouts ; 
when, turning, I disposed of my accoutrementa^ 
that is to say, my cloak and lanthorn, as before, 
and on I came upon a gallop towards the inn* 
You should have seen the frighted mob of pea« 
sants, how they hid their faces at the sight, and 
got into the passage. There was no one but the 
host had courage to remain, and keep his eye upon 
me. I was now before the door, on which I 
shiflted the position of my lantbom, let my cloak 
dnip down upon my shoulders, and appeared the 
figure he had seen me by hb kitchen fire. It waa 
not without real difficulty, we could bring the 
simple people who had crowded in for safety from 
their terror: the three trarellers, in particular, as 
ibt first impression was stiU strong within them, 
they could not credit what they saw. We finished 
by a hearty ladigh at their expence, and by drinking 
to the man whose head was like a fiame of fit«« 
and placed beneath his shoulder/' 
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THE 

INNOCENT DEVIL, 

OK 

AGREEABLE mSAFPOTNTMENT. 

XHB following ftory is extracted from a letter I 
TQ^ived, sofne tiiy)^ since, from n friend, on the 
9iily«cl of apparitioos, 

f' Beturnifig, one ftvoning in the summer, to my 
apitrtmeets. at a sbort distance from town, I was 
Qivited b}Lmy l<aodlady, a brisk young widow, to 
partek« of un petit so^er, as she termed it. The 
iftvi^tion, of oours^, I accepted; and, after a 
pleasant repast* the elotb being removed, various 
eo»ver9t|tioii ensued, and the terminating sul^ect 
was ghosts and bobgA^^Qs, After n^y attention 
bad been gfe^tly ei^oiled i^y m%ny drea4fMi re? 
citais, J thought I pere^ived son^thiiig black 
glide swiftly by Hiy feef. My back at that time 
being towards the door, I ifistantly turned rounds 
andy perceiving the same«lo be. shut, I fancied my 
fear to be only a chimser^ anfi»ng ft^m the subject 
1v€ bad been conversing on. I therefore reple- 
nished my glass ; and the sul^<eot f>f speetres was 
a^iD' renewed. In the midU: o( the discourse, ' 
when I WQs «U attention to uovm dreudful tale, I 

felt 
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felt something gently brush the bottom of my 
chair; iivhen,'on looking down, I beheld the most 
hideous bldck figure imagination can conceive. 
It was a monster on all fours, with cloven feet, 
horns on its head, and a long tail trailing after it 
as it moved along. My terror, I will acknowledge, 
was so great, that I instantly jumped up as high as 
the table, and loudly vociferated, * Lord have 
mercy upon me ! what is itt' My friendly hostess 
now begged me to sit do'iVn and be a little calm, 
and she would explain to me the cause of my 
alarm. The figure having again disappeared, the 
lady of the ceremonies thus addressed me — * I 
beg your pardon. Sir, for the fright I have thus 
occasioned you. It is only a little joke I have 
been playing off, merely to see whether you were 
proof against supernatural appearances. A friend 
of mine having been to a masqued ball in a 
domino, I prepared the stratagem; by making a 
head-piece to the dress, with horns, false legs, 
cloven feet, and a tail. I then instructed my ser- 
vant, who was by agreement to be in the adjoining 
room, on hearing a certain part of my story, to 
open the door as softly as possible, and to make 
her entre in this habiliment. This she attempted 
before the plot was sufficiently ripe, when you 
turned round towards the door, and she retreated. 
The second attempt too effectually succeeded ; fot 

which 
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'^hich i again ask your pardon^ and am extVemely 
sorry, though JuckHy it has had no bad effect* 
But I will never, while I live, again be induced to 
act so foolishlv.' — '* 



THE 

SPECTRE OF THE BROKEN. 

The following observations on that singular phe« 
nomenon called the Spectre of the Broken, in Ger« 
many^ is related by Monsieur J. L. Jordan, in the 
following words. 

'< In the course of my repeated tours through 
the Harz (mountains in Germany), I ascended the 
Broken twelve times ; but 1 had the good fortune 
only twice (both times about Whitsuntide) to sec 
that atmospheric phenomenon called the Spectre 
of the Broken, which appears to me so worthy of 
particular attention, as it must, no doubt, be ob- 
served on other high mountains which have a 
Situation favourable for pi^oducing it. The first 
time I was deceived by this extraordinary pheno- 
menon, I had clambered up to the summit of the 
Broken very early in the morning, in order to wait 
for the inexpressibly beautiful view of the sun 
rising ip the east. The heavens were already 

streaked 
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Streaked mtk red; the aim was just «|^6ariof 
above the horizon in fail majesty; and the most 
perfect sereaity preTaUed throughout the sur- 
rounding country; when the other Harz maun* 
tains in the south-west, towards the Worm moun- 
tains, &c. lying under the Broken, began to 
be covered by thick clouds. Ascending at that 
moment the granite rocks called the Tempelskan- 
zel, there appeared before me, though at a great 
distance, towards the Worm mountains and the 
Auehtenaanshohe, fhe gigantic figure of a man, 
as if standing on a large pedestal. But scarcely 
had I discovered it, when it began to disappear ; 
the clouds sunk down speedily, and expanded; 
and I saw the phenomenon no more. The se- 
cond time, however, I saw this spectre somewhat 
more distinctly, a little belo^v the summit of the 
Broken, and near the Heinniehshohe, as I was 
looking at the sun-risiog, about four o^clock in ^ 
morning. The weather was rather tempestuous ; 
the sky towards the level eounlry was pretty clear; 
but the Harz mountains had attmcted several 
thick clouds which had been hovering roun^them, 
and which, beginning on the Broken, coi^med the 
prospect. In these clouds, soon after the rising 
of the sun, I saw my own shadow, of a monstrous 
size, move itself, for a couple of seconds^ in the 
clouds ; and the phenomenon disappeared. It is 

impossible 
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ifspostible to sec this f^noneiMMi) except wheii 
the sun is at such an altitude as to throw his rays 
»pon the body in an horisontal direction ; for if 
he is higher, the shadow is thrown rather under 
the body than before it. 

. " In the month of September, last year, as I was 
making a tour through the Harz with a very agree- 
able party, and ascended the Broken, I found* an 
excellent account and explanation of this pheno- 
menon, as seen by M« Haue on the 23d of May 
1797, in his diary of an excursion to that monn* 
tain ; I shall therefore take the liberty of tran- 
scribing it. 

• After having been here fbr the thirtieth time,* 
says M.Haue ; and, besides other objects of my at- 
tention, having procured information respecting the 
above-mentioned atmospheric phenomenon, I was 
at length so fortunate as to have the pleasure of 
seeing it ; and, perhaps, my description may afford 
satisfaction to others who visit the Broken through 
curiosity. The sun rose about four o'clock ; and, 
the atmosphere being quite serene towards the 
cast, his rays could pass without any obstruction 
OTer the Heinnichshohe. In the south-west, how- 
ever, towards the Auchtermaunshohe, a brisk west 
wind carried before it their transparent vapours^ 
which were not yet condensed into thick heavy 
clouds. About a quarter past four I went to- 

K wards 
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wards the inn, and looked round to see wlnttfaer 
the atmosphere would permit me to have; a free 
prospect to the south-west; when I observed, at a 
very great distance, towards the Auchtennaunr 
shohe, a human figure, of a monstrous sice. A 
violent gust of wind having almost carried away 
my hat, I clapped my hand to tt by moving my 
arm towards my head, and the colossal figure 4lid 
the same. The pleasure which I felt<Hi this dis- 
covery can hardly be described; for I had. already 
walked many a weaify step in the hope of seeing 
this shadowy image* without being able to satisfy 
my curiosity. I immediately made another move* 
ment by bending my body^ and the colossal figure 
before me repeated iU I was desirous of doing 
the same thing once more; but my colossus had 
vanished. I remained in the same position, wait- 
ing to see whether it would return ; and, in a few 
minutes, it again made its appearance in the Auch- 
termaunshohe. 1 paid my respects to it a second 
time, and it did the same to ipe. I then called 
the landlord of the Broken; and, having both 
takoi the same position which I had taken alone, 
we looked towards the Auchtermanshohe, but saw 
nothing. We had not, however, stood long, wlien 
two such colossal figures were formed over the 
above eminence, which repeated our compliment, 
•by bending their bodies as we did ; after which they 

vanished. 
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▼anisbed. We retained ottir position, kept our 
eyes fixed upon the same spot ; and, in a little 
time» the two figures again stood before us, and 
were joined by a third. Every movement that we 
made by bending our bodies^ these figures imi* 
tated; but with this difference, that the pheno-, 
menon was sometimes weak and fiiint> sometimes 
strong and well-defined. Having thus had an op- 
,>portunity of discovering the whole secret of this 
phenomenon, I can give the following information 
to such of my readers as may be desirous of seeing 
it themselves. When the rising sun (and, accord- 
ing to analogy, the case will be the same at the 
setting sun) throws his rays over the Broken upon 
the body of a man standing opposite to fine light ' 
clouds floating around or hovering past him, he 
needs only fix his eye stediastly upon them, and 
in all probability he will see the singular spectacle 
of his own shadow extending to the length of five 
or six hundred feet, at the distance of about two 
miles from him. This is one of the most agree- 
able phenomena I have ever had an opportunity 
of remarking on the great observations of Qer- 
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SIR HUGH ACKLAND. 



The following remarkable fact shews the neces- 
sity of minutely examining people after death, 
prior to interment, and of not giving way to ridi- 
culous fears about supernatural appearances. 

The late Sir Hugh Ackland, of Devonshire,, ap- 
parently died of a fever, and was laid out as dead. 
The nurse, with two of the footmen, sat up with 
the corpse ; and Lady Ackland sent them a bottle 
ef brand^y to drink in the night. One of the ser- 
vants, being an arch rogue, told the other, tha^t 
his master dearly loved brandy when he was alive;. 
** and,'^ says he, " 1 am resolved he shall drink 
one glass with us now he is dead." The fellow, 
accordingly, poured out a bumper of brandy, ^ncf 
forced it down his throat. A gurgling immedi- 
ately ensued, and a violent motion of the neck 
and upper part of the breast. The other footman 
and the nurse were so terrified, that they ran down 
stairs; and the brandy genius, hastening away 
with rather too much speed, tumbled down stairs 
head foremost. The noise of the fall, and his 
eries, aktrmed a young gentleman who slept in 

the 
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thfe liottse that night ; nvbo got up, and -went to t^ 
toom '^'hcre the eotfse lay, and, to bis great ^iir- 
fnse, saw Sir Hugh sitting upright. Hie called 
the servants; Sir Hij^h was puft into a warm bed» 
«iid the physician and apothecary sent for. These 
gentl^Aien, in a few weeks, perfectly restored their 
patient to healthy Bnd he lived several years after- 
Vards. 

The above story is well -known to the Devon- 
shire people; as in l^ost companies ISir Hugh 
used to tell this strange eircucnstance, and talk of 
bis tesurrection by his brandy footman, to whom 
(wben he teaily died/he left a handsome annuity. 
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AORBEABLE EXPLANATION. 

A ^ntletean of uiidoulyled veracity relates the 
jfol^lowhi^ story. 

^ When I was a young man, I took up my re* 
sidence at a lodging-house, >v!]ich was occupied 
by several families. On taking possession of my 
apartments, I agreed with the old iady of the 
house, who had two children, to accommodate 
me with a key to the street-door^ to prevent un- 
necessary trouble to the servant or family, as I 

K 3 should 
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should very frequently stay out late in the evei^ 
ing. This was agreed to; and, by way of making 
things more agreeahle, I had always a light left 
burning for me on the staircase, which was oppo- 
site to the outer door. This arrangement bein|^ 
made, things continued very comfortable for some 
months ; till, one night, or rather morning, return- 
ing and opening the door as usual, I thought I 
heard a faint scream-^I paiised for a few seconds* 
The cry of * Murder !' now feebly succeeded. I 
hesitated how to act, when the cry of ^ Murder I' 
was again more loudly vociferated. This very 
much alarmed me; and, instead of going forward, 
I instantly re-opened the street-door, and was in 
the act of calling the watch, when a tall spare 
figure, at least six feet high, in a complete white 
dress, and pointed cap, with a candle in its hand, 
appeared before me. This unexpected encounter 
completed my astonishment, and I was about to 
speak, when the phantom (which proved to be my 
good old landlady) thus addressed me»— ' I hope. 
Sir, I have not alarmed you ; but, just before you 
came to the door, I had a most frightful dream. I 
thought robbers had broke into my house, and, not 
content with plunder, had murdered my children, 
and were about to destroy me; when the noise 
you made on opening the door increased my 
agony of nund, and, before I was sufficiently sen-< 

sible. 
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Mble, I screamed oat Murder! as you heard/ 
This explaDation having taken place, the poor 
woman retired, and M^as for several days after ex- 
tremely ill ; and I was not a little pleased myself 
at finding what I at first supposed a^supematural 
encounter thus terminate, without having recourse 
to a divine exorcist/' 



THE 

LADY OF THE BLACK TOWER. 

BY MBjS. ROBINSON* 

** Watch no more the twinkling stiEurs; 

Watch, no more the chalky houme; 
liady, from the holy war» 
Never will thy love return ! 

Cease to watch, and cease to mourn ; 
Thy lover never will return] 

^ Watch no more the yellow moon. 
Peering o^er the mountain's head ; 
llosy day, returning soon,^ 
Will see thy lover pale and dead ! 
Cease to weep, and cease to mourn; 
Thy lover will no more return. 

K 4 " Lady, 



212 l,A:l>Y OF THJS «LAOK TQWiSfi. 

** Lady, in the holy -wars. 

Fighting far the cro«s, he died ; 
Low he lies, and many 9cars 

Mai-k his cold^nd mangted side; 
In his winding-sheet he lies. 
Lady, check Ihose rending sighs. 

" Hark ! the hollow-sounding gale 
Seems to sweep in murmurs by. 
Sinking slowly down the vale ; 
Wherefore, gentle lady, sighl 

Wherefore moan, and wherefore sigh t 
Lady, all thut live must die. 

*' Now the stars, are fading iiast. 

Swift :their brilliaat course are run.: 
Soon shall dreary night be past, 
Soon shall rise llie oheevlng sun ! 

The SUB "will rise to ^ladd^n thee; 
Lady; lady, cheerful be." 

If 
So spake a voice ; while« «ad «fid lone:. 

Upon a lofty tow'r teelin'd, 
A lady sat : the pale t&oon sboiie. 

And sweetly blew the siumaier ^ind ; 
Yet «til], diftocMolate ta taiod^ 
The lovely iady Mtreclki'^d. 



The 
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The lofty tow'r was ivy-clad; 

And round a dreary forest to9t; 
The midnight bei^l was tolling sad, 
'Twas tollifig for a sotil's repose. 

The lady heard the ^ates undose. 
And from her seat, in terror, rose. 

The summ^ moon shone bright and clear; 

She saw the castle gates an close ; 
And now she saw four monks appear. 
Loud chantitis: for a soul's repose. . 
Forbear j O lady ! look no more : 
They pass'd— a livid corpse they bore. 

They pass'd, and all was silent nbw ;. ' 

The breeze upon the forest slept ; 
The moon stole o'er the mountain's brow; 
Again the lady sigh'd, and wept. 

She wartch'd the holy fathers go 
Along the forest path below. 

And now the dawn was "bright ; the dew 

Upon the yellow heath was seen ; , 

• The clouds were of a rosy hue. 
The sunny lustre shone between: 
The lady to the chapel ran, 
* While the slow matio pray'r began. 

K 5 And 
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And then» once more, the ialliers grey 

She marked, employed in holy pray'r; 
Her heart was full, ahe could not pray. 
For love and fear were masteistberel 
Ah« lady ! thou wilt pray, ere long. 
To sleep those lonely aisles among t 

And now the matin pniy'rs were o'er; r 

The barefoot monks, of order grey, ^ 
Were thronging to the chapel door: 
When there the lady stopp*d the way ; [pale 
" Tell me/' she cried, ** whose corpse so 
Last night ye bore along the v^tT 

*' O lady ! question us no more: 

No corpse did we bear down the dale." 
The lady sunk upon the floor. 

Her quiv'riog lip was deathly pale ! 

The barefoot monks now whispered, sad, 
*' God grant our lady be not mad V 

The monks departing, one by one. 

The chapel gates in silence close. 
When from the altar steps of stone 
The trembling lady feebly goes ; 

While morning sheds a ruby light. 
The painted windows glowing bright. 



And 
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And now she heard a hollow sound ; 

It seem'd to come from graves below ; 
And now again she look'd aroundy 
A voice ^ame mnrm'ring sad and slow; 
And now she heard it feebly ^rj, 
** Lady, all that live most die I 

" Watch no more from yonder towV, 
Watch no more the star of day ! 
Watch no more the dawning honr; 
That chases sulkn night away! 

Cease to vratch, and cease to mourn ; 
Thy lover will no more return!'^ 

She look^d'aroundy and now she view'd^ . 

Clad in a doublet gold and green, 

A youthful knight : he frowning stood. 

And noble was his mournful mien ; 

And now he said, with heaving sigbj^ 
** Lady^all that live must diejr 

She rose to quit the altar's ston^. 

She casta look to heav'n, ancl sighed : 
When lo! the youthful knight was gone; 
And» scowling by the lady's side. 

With sightless ^kull and bony hand^ 
She saw a giant spectre stand I 
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His flowing ii»be mfi -Ukng ^and tsleir. 

His libs «rMe wliite «$ drifted «»o«r« 
The lady's hmH ^wes cOiiU'd villi lean; 
Sbe «(ite» Iwt scame 'liad iKWier ita go: 
Xiie ^peclie ignnti'd a idMaiM smile, 
Aad mlk- d besHk her damn the aisle. 

And noD^ be ww^ihis /rM'Ving iMnd.; 

And now tb^ l^eaeh'd tiie ehapdi dooz. 
And there the spedlpe 4eK»kMs irtwid; 
While, rising ^<om the Marble {kfor, 
A hoHaw veke was heard ie icry, 
** taiy, aU -that Um wast die. 

** Watch no tnove the evening star! 

Watch BO more tfae^KmjMse of mem I 
Never from the holy war. 
Lady, wiH thy love fetwn ! 

See tins bloody cross ; and, see, 
His bloody scarf he sends to thee V 

And now again the yon^M knight 
Stood «miling by the lady's side ! 
His h ch t wsil «iione with cnrimsott Kght, 
' His swpi4 widi dfops of blood Mw dy4: 
And BOW a soft and «otinifol ^ong 
Slok itfae *cIhii^1 aisles ^ttong. 

NoF 



Now from the ||Mctfte-» pakyohaek 

The 4esh iMigafli t0 «ras4e «wi|y 4 
The vaulted «4»oni mieie li e wd te ?oie»fc» 
And 4hg#k becMne tiie ttimlaier di^t 

The . bpaetre's ^e^ were atnk, /but he 
JS«CM'4<mth Ibek 8ocfc«tt ^tUI to see! 

The second bell is Jnaid to ring; 

Four h^xetaat monks^ of ordeis ^tey^ 
Again their boiy service «JBg^ 
And round their cha|pel altar fitst^ : 
The lady counted o'«r and «'«r. 
And 4rfittdder'd mdiik she isouoted/cwr / 

*' Oh I fathers, who was he, so gay, . 
That stood beside the chapel doort 
Oh ! tell me, fathers, tell me, pray." 
The monks replied, " We fathers four : 
Lady, no other have we seen. 
Since in this holy place we've been V* 

PART SECOND. 

Now the m«ry Inigle^oili 

Through the forest McinMl^ir; 
When on tiie lo% lew'iv feaAam, 
The lady watch <d ^tt t^&aimi star; 
The e? cMig star timt veencd lo be 
Rising from the darkened sea. 

The 
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The summer sea was daric and stHl^ 

The sky was streaked with lines of gold^ 
The mist rose grey aliove the hiil» 
And km the clouds of amber- roU'dr 
The lady on the lofty tow'r 
Wateh'd the oalm and sihot fa^un 

And while she watched, she saw advance 
A ship^ wiUi painted streamers gay r 
She saw it on the green wave dance. 
And plunge amid the silver spray; 

While from the foresf s haunts forlorn^ 
she heard the bugle horn. 



The sails were full; the breezes rose; 
The billows curFd along the shore ; 
And now the day began to dose**— 
The bugle horn was heard no more. 
Btat, rising from the wat'ry way. 
An airy voice was heard to say— 

^ Watch no more the evening star; 
Watch no more the billowy sea; 
Lady, from the holy war. 
Thy lover hastes to comfort tbee: 
Lady, lady, cease to mourn ; 
So<m thy lover will retuni/' 



Now 
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Now she hastens to the bay ; 

Now the lismg storm she hears : 
Now the sailors smiling say> 

Lady» lady» check yoor fears : 
Trust us, lady; we will be 
Your pilots o'er the stormy sea* 



4( 
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Now tiiie little bark she vleVd, 

Moor'd beside the flinty steep; 
And now, upon the foamy flood. 
The tranquil breezes seemed to sleep* 
The moon arose ; her sflver ray 
Seem'd on the silent deep to {day* 

Now music stole across the main: 

It was a sweet but mournful tone ; 
It came a slow and dulcet strain; 
It came from where tl\e pale moon shone 
And while it pass'd across the sea. 
More soft and soft it seem'd to be. 

Now on the deck the lady stands* 

The vessel steers across the main; 
It steers towards the Holy Land, . 
Never to retuirn again : 

Still the sailors cry, '' We'll be 
Your pilots o'er the stormy sea^" 



Now 



Now sbe hears a low voiee say, ' 

•' Deeper, 4eejper, deeper still ; 
Hark ! the black'nilig bllkms play ; 
Hark ! the waves the tessel iitf ": 
Lower, lower, down we go • 
AH is 4ark and ^91 Mow." 

Now a flash of vivid liglrt. 

On the rolling deep was 'seen! 
And now the lady saw the knight, 
Witfi donl^lcft riefa, of gold and green : 
¥rom the sockets of Iris eyes, 
A pate and ^treanrfng fight she spies. 

And now his form transparent ^006, 

Smiling with a ghastly mien : 
And now the calm and boundless flood 
Was like the emerald, bright and grec?n; 
And now 'twas of a troubled hue, 
Wfafle •• Deeper, deeper," sang the crew. 

Slow advanced the morning light. 

Slow they plongh'd the wavy tide ; 
When, on a cliff t>£ dreadful hei^t, 
A castle's lofty tow'r they spied : 
The lady heard the sailor-band 
Cry, ^ Lady, this is Hoty Land. 



it 



What 
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'' Wirtch HO none cthe glHf ring ^pm^; 

Wfftch no nMXPe the wee#y flCuid ; 
Watch »o were ibt -ftafr of day ; 
Lady, this le fMy Lftad : 

Hits cMtle'« loird ^iqH tv^eleome thee ; 
•Mmm kdy, lady, cheevAd lie t" 

Now the csriDe-gates flieypsrss; 

Now acro^ the spacious ^square, 
Cover'd high with defwy grass, 
Treffibling »tetfls the lady feir: 

And how the casth's lord was seen, 
€htd in a doublet gold and green. 

He led her through the O'othic hal!. 

With bones ^nd sknth encircled round; 
«* Oh, let not this thy soul appal!" 
He cried, •* for this is holy ground/* 

He led her through the cfaatnbers lone» 
^Mid ihany u shriek tind many a groan. 

Now to the banquet-room they came : 

Around a table of black stone. 
She marked a faint and vapoury flame ; 
Upon the horrid feast it shone — 

And there, to close the madd'ning sight. 
Unnumbered spectres met the light. 

Th^r 
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Their teeth were»Iike the briUiant, bright; 
Their eyes were blue as sapphire clear; 
Their bones vere of a poUsh'd white ; 
Gigantic did their ribs i^pear t 

And now the knigbt the lady led. 
And placed her at th^ table's head !. 

Just now the lady woke: — for she 
Had slept upon the lofty tow^^. 
And dreams of dreadful phantask 
Had filTd the lonely moonlight hour: 
Her pillow was the turret stone. 
And on her breast the pate BMon shone. 

But now tf real voice she hears : 

It was her lover^s voice ; for he» 
To calm her bosom's rending fears. 
That night had cross'd the stormy sea : 
*« I come/' said he, " from Palestine^ 
To prove myself» 9wut Lady, thin^J* 
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ORNITHOLOGIA CURIOSAi or, Thfe Wonders of the 
Feathered Creation { a Collection of Anecdotes, illustrative 
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&C. including those of several very distinguished Characters. 
Price 3s.U. 9emd. 
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(heir Prevention, or the Removal of f heir Consequences. By 
Newtott Bos worth. Neatly printed in a pocket volume^ with 
Coppet^plateMj price 4s. 6d. 

Much h<» bef n said in jest about the Miteries qf Human Life, mhj 
XMy not something be said in earnest about \tsAccident$-''thoit frequent 
sources of deep' and lasting misery? 

STENOGRAPHY ; or. The Art of Short-Hand Perfected. 
Twenty-third Edition. Price 80. 6d. 

So clear and perspicuous are the rules laid down in this popular little. 
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the mode of taking down Speeches, Lectures, Sermons, Trials, &c. an^ 
with a very little experience be able to practise the same. 

DR. MAYOR^S CATECHISMS; or, First Principles of 
Knowledge and Instruction for Youoj!: Children of either 
Sex ; for the Use of Schools and Families. Price Is. eccA, 
very neatbf sewed i or Haifa GuineOy collected into 2 vols. 

The sale ot several large impressions of these Catechisms attests 
their superior value, as well as their favourable reception from the Pub- 
lic. They are particularly adapted for Sunday Schools, and the different 
KstablUhments for the diffusion of knowledge among the Poor: for 
which use^ they have been strongly recommended by the Reviewers, by 
eminent Schoolmasirrs, and by tite Clergy of all denominatlDas, 
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a course of strictly apposite female readinKi selected from the most 
distinguished Authors, who have employed their pens on the subjects 
of female duties and manners. All that prurient writing which abounds, 
in so melancholy a degree, 4n some compilations of nearly similar title 
and profesMons,- is excluded from this Work ; which aira^ to recommend 
itseir to yoang women during their education, and after its completion, 
as a volume equally attractive and instructini^, but which at the same 
time challenges the inspection and approtwtioii of their Preceptresses 
mod Parents. 
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sent publication is added to the list." Vide Monthly Review for Oc- . 
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Among the various studies that occupy the attention of youth, few 
can claim a greater degree of pre-eminence tlian that of Geography, 
connected with the practical use of the Globes. Popular, however, as 
is the subject, the mode of teaching it has hitherto been so obviously 
defective, that the Author ventures, with some degree of confidence, 
to offer tills new plan (the result of no inconsidmble practical expe- 
rience) to the Public* and to Teachers particularly. 
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rit of general utility. It embracer quesiionSf to be answered by ap- 
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